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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Physical child abuse within the family is one of the most significant forms of
Research Article violation of children’s rights and may leave various physical consequences,
including injuries, bruises, bone fractures, and burns. In addition to its
physical and psychological consequences, such abuse may have considerable
Article history: social effects. Given the significance of this issue, the criminal liability
Received: arising from these injuries under the Islamic schools of thought, as well as the
10 July 2026 foundations underlying the similarities and differences among juristic views

Received in revised form:

in this regard, have received comparatively limited attention. The present
study aims to elucidate criminal liability arising from the physical

Accle3 ::ggust 2026 consequences of child abuse within the family and to analyze its

pted: jurisprudential foundations according to the Five Islamic Schools of Thought

2,8 August.2026 (Imamiyya, Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i, and Hanbali). The study employs a
Published online: ’ ; . v
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descriptive-analytical method and library-based research. Accordingly, the
most authoritative jurisprudential sources of each school were examined, and
the relevant views concerning injuries, bruises, bone fractures, and burns
were studied and compared with regard to qisas (retaliatory punishment),

Keywords: diyah (blood money), arsh (compensation for bodily injuries for which a fixed
Physical Child Abuse, diyah is not prescribed), and ta‘zir (discretionary punishment). The findings
Criminal Liability, indicate that all Islamic schools of thought agree on the fundamental
Bodily Injuries, prohibition of physically abusing children, the necessity of protecting their
Child Protection, physical integrity, and the liability of the perpetrator. Nevertheless,
Diyah, differences arise concerning the determination of the amount of diyah, the
Qisas, conditions for implementing qisas, the scope of arsh, and the extent of the
Ta‘zir, ruler’s authority in imposing ta‘zir. These differences are primarily

Five Islamic Schools of

Thought

attributable to variations in the principles of juristic reasoning, the manner of
relying on transmitted evidence, and the methods of interpreting the rules of
Islamic jurisprudence relating to offenses against life and bodily organs. The
comparative examination also demonstrates that, despite these differences,
Islamic jurisprudence contains considerable potential for providing criminal
protection to child victims, which can be utilized in developing and
strengthening protective policies within contemporary legal systems.
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