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Abstract:

Objective: This study aims to examine the conceptual structure of research
related to governance, identifying key subfields and dimensions of the concept of
governance.

Methods: The research was conducted using bibliometric techniques and co-
occurrence word analysis. A total of 1070 documents from the Islamic world
science & technology monitoring and citation institute (ISC) were analyzed to
identify research trends in governance over the period from 2003 to 2023.
Results: Cluster analysis and strategic diagrams were used to map the conceptual
structure of the research. Eleven clusters in the governance field were identified,
including Social capital and governance, Governance: In general, Good
governance, E-governance, Governance according to Imam Ali, Transparency
and accountability in governance, Water governance, Participatory governance,
Islamic Revolution and governance, Sustainable development governance, and
Higher education governance. The study identifies potential areas for future
research.
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Conclusion: Over the past 21 years, governance-related studies in Iran have
focused on diverse areas. The identification of eleven research clusters indicates
broad attention to various aspects of governance in research. This thematic
diversity underscores the role of bibliometric studies in mapping the conceptual
structure of this field and providing comprehensive insights to policymakers and
researchers. The results can serve as a basis for decision-making and planning to
strengthen key areas of governance.

Keywords: Governance, Good governance, E-Governance, Water governance,
Co-occurrence analysis.
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