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Abstract:

In recent decades, the concept of University Social Responsibility has emerged as
a comprehensive approach to redefining the role of universities in addressing
complex social, environmental, and institutional challenges. Universities are no
longer merely institutions for knowledge production and professional training;
rather, they are recognized as influential social actors and policy-makers
contributing to sustainable development. This article employs an inductive
qualitative content analysis to examine the conceptual and policy-oriented
dimensions of University Social Responsibility. By analyzing official documents,
policy reports, and credible academic sources, the study identifies key
components of university social responsibility. The analysis led to the extraction
of four major categories: “social and environmental sustainability”, “university
community embeddedness”, “Responsible university and social accountability”,
and “transformative governance”. The findings suggest that realizing University
Social Responsibility requires moving beyond symbolic approaches toward
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transparent, participatory, responsive, and learning-based institutional structures.
Within this framework, “transformative governance” emerges as an innovative
approach enabling the institutionalization of sustainability in universities. The
study underscores the necessity of redesigning higher education policies with a
focus on intergenerational justice, institutional accountability, and active
engagement with society. The results may serve as a foundation for developing
localized models of University Social Responsibility in Iranian universities and
other developing countries.
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I~ Peer Review
2- Audit Trail
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- Social and environmental sustainability

- Community-centeredness and university sociability

- Responsible university and social accountability

- Transformational governance

- Green University" and

- Social Justice and Environmental Awareness Education
- University Environmental Committee

- Environmental Curriculums

- Sustainability Training Courses for Employees

10~ Optimizing the Use of Natural Resources in University Activities
- Water Consumption Management
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- Energy Consumption Management

- Renewable Energy Strategy

- Resource Recycling

- Eliminating and Reducing the Use of Plastic Containers

- Carbon Reduction Regulations

- Developing University Green Space with Resistant Native Trees with Low Water Needs
- United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

- Teaching environmental ethics and intergenerational ethics

°- Holding environmental awareness workshops and campaigns

O- Participating in community environmental projects

!~ Designing lessons with a social justice approach

2. Educational justice in student admission

3. Paying attention to disadvantaged areas in educational planning
4- Critical Pedagogy to Promote Social Justice
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- Secondary Policymaker

- University Social Accountability

- Interaction with the Local Community
- Strengthening Social Capital

- Civic Activism

- Social justice projects

- Social advisory services

- Participation in local politics
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- Cooperation contracts with the municipality

- Rural development projects

- Networking with NGOs

- The university as an agent of cultural connection
- Organizing citizen assemblies

- Promoting intergenerational dialogue

- Educating active citizenship

- Supporting civil rights
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I- Clarifying the social missionPublishing sustainability reports
2- Responsible reporting of social performance

3- Continuous monitoring and evaluation

4- Stakeholder feedback and commitment to vulnerable groups
5- Social mission statement in official documents

- Incorporating responsibility goals into university strategies
7- Active communication with the community to explain the social mission
8- Publishing sustainability reports

°- University transparency platforms

10- Reporting to national institutions

- Local evaluation indicators

12_ Participatory measurement system

13- Social audit

14_ Student surveys

13- Consultative meetings with faculty and staff

16- Multi-stakeholder dialogue with the local community
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\- Sustainability-oriented Governance
¥- Transformational Leadership

¥. Learning-based Policymaking



WY (Losde sjlocnz )l sl @il Jooo) jlul dssg 8T L (sl sl )3 o8ty eloia] clgtuns loijl

Col "M iolod ilwainles” T HL dmwgi dpal)" I )lul (o lI8 ielad aneS™ fols
)1 Y (6)ll 4 (ol W (Ko &S

Oy 2yl 48T (Simjs g (il s sl 3 (AR Gl G 2 o3l S )
ailp Jores o Slojlo @iy ) (3531 Sl ale can slael gilosiaily b o Bl s
Il o] Mg e imjlace 5 (elanl slass)) caz 3 lul Jopo jleaie; (5)lie
9 Srhtdsiue (ygly Cow @ ] dgpse Slojle Simjs g ool @l Ll oSl 51y,
el s a5l sbul M Slojlo Sam b i ol dey oyl (sladS S o colin (o lSan
el Ve e 5 M ele i

00 xS0l 3,S5gy b ey olgd Joo JlheSs aS 5l Cuenl Jds pl 4 0y Sol (o185 Lilas
Gyt il WS ey LK ple g 395 G)lw 5l wlen LWL elKilh .cwl 0dy95 0)S
cibaie ola pdabd pylio Jdod g (ilodituns B2l 5l g S Llod ()15 el 3 ] pladied
el a8l A8 (oo SoS Wliindgn (6 S el & kia Slojlo 50k bl (Sl bl
Dedige polae iy il b odalye » o sl e spdiel bl )
ool laaps 5l pL" Mioks 80,85k Jels am cpl b bsye slaojlals
sl Mol (il o " len

&S Conl (g3liwl das 51 «OMEN pgd pI5 aslo? jodo Gl Cumwlio 4 ] HedS K0 adls
2 )3l dmolSitils o Jle [aj90] ole 039 )3 052941 ¢S pllai )3 S8 950 4 ol pon;
Clg Joos SlpeSe pla» ()b )3 sl 05k plyisa ollimggy o Woliils sty cpl
Gyt il claasls ens > Jlb L (il slacub b 4 5] b b 45 wlosd b jus
slte &y a8l oy Jgo5 lyaSo cogmls cpl 5 wail izl (M slacs IS bales o g
Silocedil by Sl (e Copde p (e LBS & 39d e e (g spely il
Cygpe poesly Gle ) etmen xS0 JSS ol asSEml 9 IRSS eS8 lie ¢ eloia]

\- Sustainability Policy Committee

¥- Sustainable Development

Y- Strategy Institutionalization of Green Policy
f. Changing Organizational Culture

8. Motivating Faculty Members

#- Management Commitment

<

- Institutional Feedback

>

- Learning from the Experiences of Global Universities

% Documenting Experiences
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