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In recent years, tourism and rural tourism have emerged as new ways of developing rural areas in
order to meet the needs of villagers, preventing their free migration, employment and... But there
are obstacles in the rural areas that make the development of tourism difficult. Therefore, the
purpose of this study is to identify the tourist attractions of the tourist destination of Hyderabad
Sivan, which has been carried out with a quantitative approach. In qualitative method, 15 officials
and experts of tourism and rural development were selected by bullet sampling method and
interviewed. After identifying the obstacles, a questionnaire was drawn from the interview results
and was provided to the statistical sample in the quantitative section. In a small stage, 236 villagers
were selected using Cochran formula, 100 tourists and 30 officials in a simple random sampling
and distributed among them. Validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the formal and
reliability of Cronbach's alpha of 0.996. Data analysis in the qualitative section was performed as a
simultaneous analysis and recognition by the researcher, and in the quantitative part, one-sample t-
test and Friedman test were used in the statistical software of SPSS. The results indicated that there
were five administrative, social,
infrastructures and physical-spatial infrastructures as obstacles to rural tourism in Hyderabad.
Infrastructure factor - welfare with average rating (3.11) and socio-cultural factor with average
rating (2.86) were identified as the most important and least important barriers, respectively.

infrastructure, economic and financial
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

ourism  development and  rural
development are two interrelated factors,
each of which has a positive impact on
the other. Accordingly, much incentive
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has been created in rural development policy makers
for the balanced development of non-farm activities,
and at the top of that rural tourism, through the
removal of the barriers to its development to reach
sustainable development (Shokati et al, 1395: 25). The
realization of such goals in the rural areas and, in fact,
the successful development of the tourism industry
requires the existence of several platforms (Kazemi,
2011: 16), including transportation and relocation,
accommodation and hotels, food and drink,
entertainment and cultural activities, financial
activities and banking, public services, and
promotional activities (Dabour, 2010: 25).
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Heydarabad Siwan village is one of the tourism
destinations of Ilam Province, located 30 km from
llam city. The village has beautiful weather,
beautiful natural scenery, fruit gardens, farmland,
rushing springs, rivers, and insignia of the Assyrian
soldier. All of these natural, cultural and historical
attractions of the village attracted the attention of
cultural heritage, crafts and tourism officials as a
target village. Despite these potential, the
development of tourism and tourist attraction has not
been developed desirably and has not found a
significant place in the economic and social fields in
this village. In this regard, the first step is to identify
the obstacles and challenges of tourist attraction in
the village of Heydarabad Siwan. With recognizing
the barriers of rural tourist attraction in Heydarabad
tourism destination, it is possible to solve them and
achieve sustainable development of rural areas.
Therefore, the purpose of this research is to identify
the barriers and challenges of rural tourist attraction
in Heydarabad Siwan village of Ilam province.

2-Research Methodology

This research is applied in terms of its objective and
is an integrated research using two qualitative and
quantitative approaches. In qualitative method, 15
officials and experts of tourism and rural
development are selected by snowball sampling
method and interviewed. After identifying the
obstacles, a questionnaire is designed based on the
results of the interviews and is provided to the
statistical sample in the quantitative section. In the
quantitative stage, 236 villagers are selected using
Cochran formula, 100 tourists and 30 officials are
selected using simple random sampling and then, the
questionnaire is distributed among them. Validity of
the questionnaire is confirmed through face validity
and its reliability is confirmed using Cronbach's
alpha (.969). Data analysis in the qualitative section
is performed by simultaneous analysis and
recognition of the researcher; in the quantitative
part, one-sample t-test and Friedman test are used in
the SPSS software.

3-Findings
In this research, barriers and limitations are identified
after the coding stage and classified in five general

categories of administrative-structural barriers,socio-
culturalbarriers,welfare-  infrastructure  barriers,
economic and financial barriers, and physical-spatial
barriers. Then, a questionnaire is designed in the form
of the mentioned concepts and the degree of
agreement of sample groups with them is measured.
The average of respondents' comments on the main
obstacles to the development of tourism in
Heydarabad target village is more than the value of
test 3, and also less than .05 error level with regard to
the estimated significance level and the calculated t-
value that is greater than the T value of the table (+
1.64).Therefore, the above barriers are acknowledged
as the main obstacles to the development of tourist
attraction in Heydarabad village. Prioritization of
barriers is also such that welfare- infrastructure
barriers are the most important one and socio-cultural
barriers are the fifth and last priority.

4-Discussion and Conclusion

The purpose of this study was to identify the tourist
attractions of the tourist destination of Heydarabad
Siwan, which was carried out using combined
quantitative and quantitative approach. The results
of data analysis indicated that five categories in two
parts of internal factors (socio-cultural barriers,
infrastructure-welfare barriers and physical-spatial
barriers) and external factors (economic-financial
and structural-administrative barriers)were identified
as obstacles and problems of tourism development in
Heydarabad Siwan village.

One of the results of the research was the priority of
the infrastructure-welfare barrier in comparison to
other obstacles in the village. This result is in line
with the results of Zarrabi et al. (2011), Karami
Dehkordi and Kalantari (2011), Abdol Manafi and
Azkia (2011), Ghobadi et al. (2012), Boroujeni and
Ahmadvand (2014), Farahani and Manoochehri
(2015), and Shokati et al. (2016) in terms of the
importance of infrastructure-welfare barriers.
Another obstacle to the development of rural tourist
attraction is the structural-administrative factor. This
result is consistent with the researches of Zarabi et
al. (2011), Boroujeni and Ahmadvand (2014),
Shokati et al. (2016), and Movahedi et al. (2016) in
terms of the importance of structural and
administrative obstacles.
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Another obstacle to tourist attraction in Heydarabad
village is physical-spatial barriers. This result is in
line with the researches of Abdol Manafi and Azkia
(2011), Ghobadi et al (2012), Boroujeni and
Ahmadvand (2014), Farahani and Manoochehri
(2015), and Movahedi et al. (2016) in terms of the
importance of communication methods and
infrastructure facilities.

The economic-financial obstacle was identified as
the other factor. This result is in line with the
researches of Boroujeni and Ahmadvand (2014),
Farahani and Manoochehri (2015), Shokati et al.
(2016), Movahedi et al. (2016), Garaud (2006),
Sesbo (2005) and Kala (2013). This is because
economic and financial factors are one of the most
important barriers to tourism development in these
researches.

The socio-cultural barriers are the last factor in the
development of tourism in Heydarabad village,
which is less important than previous factors. This
result was consistent with the results of Zarrabi et al.
(2011), Karami Dehkordi and Kalantari (2011),
Madhoushi and Naserpour (2012), Ghobadi et al.
(2012), Boroujeni and Ahmadvand (2014), Farahani
and Manoochehri (2015), Shokati et al. (2016),
Movahedi et al. (2016), Rassor (2012), Kakroudi
and Moshkelgosha (2013), and Sukvini and Bob
(2016) with respect to social and cultural barriers.
Therefore, according to the results, it can be
concluded that many factors affect the lack of
tourism attractiveness of Heydarabad Siwan village,
but structural, administrative and infrastructure-
welfare factors are more effective than other
barriers. In order to improve the situation in the
village, in addition to establishing a related
government institution in the village and recruiting
specialized and trained staff, it is necessary to
improve the infrastructure of the village, including
communication, establishment of welfare centers,
and activation of the health center. It also suggested
to encourage local residents to participate in tourism
affairs, investment, the appropriate treatment of
tourists, and so on.

Keywords:Tourism, Rural tourism,Tourism barriers,
Heydarabad village.
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