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Metalworl art, manufacturing and decoration of vari-
ous types of metal works during Islamic era, is one of
the most important achievements of art in the fifth, sixth
and seventh century AH at the same time as the seljuki
and Mogul. this art at this time was able to conquer much
of the geography of Islam and in particular Iran, mousel,
syria and egypt, with the genius and creativity of Iranian
and Muslim artists, become one of the most prominent
arts of the mentioned periods. mousel metalwork School
during the Boom of Mousel city and during the rule of
Badr al-Din Lolo, (1229-1259/ 637-611), one of the most
active schools and poles of metal production at the time,
which - according to the manner of making and decora-
tion of works that were ineffective, had great beauty and
great use - was able to achieve significant prominence.
Now many of the works of this school are decorated with
the museums and collections of the world. In this article,
two metallic works of two metalworkers are examined
and analyzed, basin of ahmad zaki alnaghash mouseli and
flower pot of ali ibn hamoud mouseli.the present study
is fundamentally objective from the perspective of the
research method, it is descriptive-analytic.the method of
collecting information is also a library and search in mu-
seums.
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Introduction:

Metalworking, the creation and craftsmanship of various
metal artifacts during the Islamic era, stands as one of the
most significant and prominent artistic achievements in
the Middle Islamic Ages, coinciding with the flourish-
ing of the metalworking school of Khorasan during the
Seljuk period and later, the Mosul metalworking school
in the 7th century and Ilkhanid era. The Mosul metalwork
is renowned for its distinctive and diverse technical skills,
decorative techniques, and unique subject choices, and it
holds considerable acclaim within the realm of Islamic
arts. During the Abbasid Caliphate and concurrent with

the Seljuk and Mongol periods, Mosul was a significant
region under the rule of the Iranian empires and admin-
istered by the Zengid rulers. In this period, particularly
under Badr al-Din Lu'lu's reign, in 611-637 AH, Mosul
transformed into one of the most important centers of
Islamic metalworking in western Iran. The geographical
location of the city of Mosul in present-day Iraq has his-
torically been part of the great civilization of Sassanian
Iran. The city has always been one of the most vibrant
centers for culture, art, and artistic works, including metal
productions, both before and after the advent of Islam. As
a part of the Jazira region in northern Iraq, Mosul is one
of the most influential schools of metalworking in west-
ern Iran, influenced by the metalworking of Khorasan
and influencing the metalworking schools of Syria and
Egypt during the rule of Badr al-Din Lu'lu' in the city.
It is worth noting that this school was influenced by the
prominent Khorasan metalworking school (Herat, Ghaz-
ni, and Mashhad), the most renowned center for produc-
ing metal artifacts in Iran during the Buyid, Seljuk, Mon-
gol, and Timurid periods, where Iranian artists migrated
from Khorasan (due to the Mongol invasion) and settled
in western Iranian regions, especially Mosul, Syria, and
Egypt. The fame of the Mosul school is, in many ways,
the result of the activities of Iranian migrant metalwork-
ers from Khorasan and the establishment of innovative
methods in metalwork in this city. Nonetheless, the Mo-
sul metalworking school artists demonstrated creativity,
innovation, and emulation of techniques, decorations,
and prevalent motifs in Sasanian and Seljuk art, creating
precious artworks that exhibit a unique and harmonious
connection between practical and decorative aspects.
Many researchers have discussed the technical and ar-
tistic characteristics of the Mosul metalworking school
based on their respective sources, including the follow-
ings: Stanley LinPool states, "This metalworking school
has a distinctive style characterized by the predominant
use of human figures, animals, various hunting scenes,
and an abundance of silver in inlay work" (Linpool, 1947,
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p-45). Ernest Kiinel in his book Islamic Art, also mentions
that Mosul excelled in metalworking during the 7th cen-
tury and significantly influenced metalwork in other cities
such as Baghdad, Damascus, Aleppo, and Cairo (Kiinel,
1997, 6).

The information about the history and background of
metalworking in Mosul prior to the 7th century is not
available. In fact, it is from the 7th century Hijri that Mo-
sul began to gain prominence in metalworking, thanks to
both native creative artists and innovative Iranian artists
who migrated from the East (due to the devastating Mon-
gol invasions). Rais believes that the period of flourishing
metalwork in Mosul was during the reign of Badr al-Din
Lu'lu' over Mosul and its surrounding lands (Rais, 2005:
110). This statement confirms that Mosul's brilliance in
metalworking had a previous foundation and origin, pos-
sibly referring to the famous Sasanian era, as mentioned
in Tabari's history. Tabari's book states: "The city of Mo-
sul is located near historically significant cities such as
Ashur, Nineveh, and Al-Hadrah , all of which have been
renowned for their metalworking. Furthermore, Mosul re-
mained under the control and influence of the Sassanian
Empire until the Arab Muslims' conquest of Iran in 16 AH
/637 BC" (Tabari, 1963: 36).

In the production of metal artifacts in Mosul, artists uti-
lized various metals such as iron, copper, silver, and gold,
as well as alloys like bronze and brass (copper and zinc).
"Among these materials, brass was the most widely used
metal for creating delicate and beautiful objects. Howev-
er, brass was vulnerable to damage and corrosion, leading
to the risk of toxic diseases. Therefore, it was not suitable
for food utensils and cooking purposes" (Ward, 1993, p.
29). Copper, on the other hand, was also one of the major
metals extensively employed in the construction of vari-
ous metal artworks. Regarding the artistic techniques, it is
worth noting that traditional methods from the pre-Islam-
ic era (Sassanian period) continued to be practiced, but
metalworkers in Mosul attempted to introduce innovation
and creativity into the production process, taking it to a
more advanced level. Repoussé work (a cold technique)
and, most importantly, casting through molding were
the predominant methods, not only in the production of
Mosul metalworks but also in the Islamic world. Further-
more, Mosul artists demonstrated significant creativity
and originality in their decorative themes. In addition to
drawing inspiration from prevalent subjects in ancient
Iran (Sassanian art) and Seljuk artistry, they also em-
barked on noteworthy innovations and initiatives, giving
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rise to a distinct Mosul style in the field of Islamic met-
alwork. Generally, the decorative motifs found in Mosul
metalworks can be categorized into six themes: human,
botanical, animal, avian, calligraphic designs, and prayer
inscriptions, as well as geometric patterns. They incorpo-
rated subjects, scenes, and narratives that were relevant
and prevalent in the society of that era in Mosul and the
Arabian Peninsula. These included depictions such as a
seated sultan on a throne holding a crescent moon or a
cup in hand (derived from Sassanian and Abbasid metal-
work), as well as scenes from courtly and aristocratic life,
hunting (often depicting a mounted figure or a ruler with
a falcon or hawk in hand, as commonly seen in Seljuk
art), equestrian activities, battles (hand-to-hand combat),
sports (wrestling, polo), dance and music performances,
agriculture (plowing), calligraphic scripts, and prayer in-
scriptions.

With respect to ornamentation, specific geometric ele-
ments are unique to Mosul metalwork. These include
decorations such as broken cross motifs or T-shaped
forms with slanted ends, as well as other geometric pat-
terns resembling Latin letters like Z and Y that intertwine
and are enclosed within a circle. Additionally, continuous
interlaced trefoils, quadrilobes, and polygonal shapes are
utilized, within which scenes and narratives are depicted.
The most distinctive themes exclusive to Mosul metal-
work are as follows: a sultan seated on a throne in a four-
kneeling position, holding a crescent moon in their hands,
which often carries ambiguous connotations; and a sultan
seated on a throne in a four-kneeling position, holding a
cup, with attendants on either side and a group of dancers
and singers at their feet, prominently displayed. Inscrip-
tions on the surfaces of these artworks are executed in
Naskh script and frequently contain prayerful contents,
seeking well-being, prosperity, and good health for the
owner of the piece, as well as mentioning the name of the
craftsman, the date, and the name of the patron who com-
missioned the work. The technique employed in the two
artworks examined in this study is inlay work with silver
and copper. Like other examples of Mosul metalwork,
the decorative motifs encompass hunting scenes, music
(instrumental playing and singing), wrestling, agriculture
(plowing), warfare, and various geometric and animal
decorations. Animals such as bears, dogs, and birds like
ducks and hawks are employed in hunting scenes. The
predominant types of ornamentation are geometric and
animal motifs.
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