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India, the land of diversity of culture and belief, has
accepted immigrants from far and near countries for
many years. Their peaceful coexistence has created
significant achievements in various fields and have
been expressed in works of art. The rich traditions
embroidary of this land confirm this. Some of the
immigrants living in the Sindh and Gujarat regions
are Iranians who migrated to these regions during the
Safavid era, especially from the east and south of the
country, and traditional embroidery has been a part of
their livelihood. Investigating this art is important in
the field of development and dissemination of Iranian
arts, and the purpose of this article is to introduce the art
of this embroidery. The main question of this research
is: What are the characteristics and sub-branches of
Indian embroidery and which Iranian embroidery
can it be compared to? This research is descriptive-
analytical with a comparative approach and based on
library and electronic resources. The results show the
richness and diversity of Kouch embroidary art and its
remarkable similarities with some Iranian embroidery,
especially in the technique and pattern, which is not
only similar to the embroidery of the nomadic tribes in
the south and east of Iran, but also The traces of Iranian
urban and court embroidery can also be seen in this art.
Despite these similarities, the specific characteristics
of the sub-branches of embroidery have been well
formed over time and combined with Indian motifs and
themes. Also, in the technique and material, in some
cases under the influence of each other, combinations
have been made in them and it has become an identity
art in India.
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Introduction:

"Among all the works of art in India, none of them
can reach the level of textiles" (Blair and Bloom: 2011,
767).Indian embroidery flourished in the Mughal
era. The political and cultural relations between Iran
and India in this period provided the basis for the
influence of Iranian culture. At this time, the migration
of many artists and groups expanded the field of these
communications. Some of these embroideries were
produced by the inhabitants of the Gujarat region,
which are known today as Kutch embroidery. Due to
the fact that a part of Kutch embroidery is produced by
immigrants of Iranian descent, it is important to identify
this art in the study of the evolution and spread of
Iranian embroidery. Therefore, this question is raised:
What are the sub-branches of Kutch embroidery, and
with which Iranian embroidery do they have common
features? The present study is a qualitative research
conducted through a descriptive-analytical method
based on library and electronic sources. At first, the
branches of Indian embroidery, their characteristics,
and historical roots were identified, and then they
were adapted to similar embroideries in Iran based on
sewing and common materials. In the following, some
similar motifs were introduced as examples while
identifying motifs and dividing them based on their
form. The sub-branches of Indian Kutch embroidery
are Gotauvn, Ahir, Rabari, Pakku, Kambira, Aari,
Kharek, Mutwa, Jat-Garasia, and Jat-Fakirani, Neran,
and Soof. A general survey of Kutch embroidery
shows similarities in motifs, techniques, and materials
with some traditional Iranian embroidery. Ahir can
be compared to Iran's Rashti embroidery in terms of
pattern and stitching. Various patterns of peacocks,
trees, three-branched flowers, vases, and bote-jakeh
are used in Aari embroidery, similar to the patterns of
Safavid and Qajar era dresses. Kharek has common
features with the embroideries of southern Iran. Some
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of the Mutwa quilts include layered cotton embroidery
and patchwork on quilts, which can be compared with
similar quilts in Iran. Jat Garasia and Jat Fakirani
products are mostly in the form of Counted-thread
embroidery and include the collar and cuffs of women's
clothes. In the carpets of eastern Iran, a crescent or
angular pattern is repeated in small borders in a row,
which is known as "Abrou Aroos," similar to Neran
embroidery. These outstanding geometric stitches are
comparable to Turkmen silk embroidery. The motifs
used in Soof, such as eight-petaled flowers, interlocking
rhombuses, flower branches, and cross motifs, are
comparable to Sistan's floss embroidery motifs and,
in some cases to Baloch embroidery and repetition,
sequence, and geometric order are considered as their
common features.

Some of the stitches are sewn with Counted-thread
embroidery and according to the thread and weft of
the fabric, which includes dervish embroidery, Baloch
embroidery, and some floss embroidery. And they can
be compared with some embroidery of Soof, Chikan,
Kanbira, and Kharek in Kutch embroidery.

The common colors in Indian embroidery include
dark red, green, indigo, yellow, black and ivory, and
most motifs are inspired by the themes of Iranian and
Mughal arts. The symbolic and diverse motifs of Iranian
Zoroastrian embroidery art can be seen in some Indian
embroidery, such as Rabari, Kathi, and Ahir. Kutch
embroidery motifs can be divided into two categories,
curved and geometric, in terms of appearance. Some
of the content of the curved motifs are appropriate to
the indigenous culture of India and are different from
the embroidery motifs of Iran, including elephant,
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parrot, and dancers motifs, which of course, are rarely
found in Iran; However, some motifs such as peacocks,
flowers and bushes, tree of life, vases and medallions
are common in the embroidery of both countries.
Patterns with the structure of triangles, crosses,
squares, interlocking rhombuses, checkered patterns,
zigzags, angular patterns, arcs, and stair lines are the
most important geometric patterns common in Kutch
embroidery, which is similar to that seen in Iranian
embroideries and especially in ethnic embroidery.
Many geometric shapes have special concepts and
meanings and, in some cases, common meanings; for
example, wavy lines in Kutch embroidery of India are
known as lore and are a symbol of water used in Iran
in the same sense.

In general, it can be concluded that Kutch embroidery
has its roots in the embroidery of immigrant tribes,
some of whom came to these regions under the
political and religious conditions of the Safavid era and
the acceptance and friendly relations of the Mongols,
especially from the south and southeast of Iran. Hence,
their embroidery has much in common with neighboring
countries, including Iran. Some Iranian names are still
common in these embroideries. Some stitches and
motifs have remained in their original form for many
years, and some of them have evolved and become
more modern due to influence from other branches of
Kutch embroidery or tastes and changing conditions.
This type of coexistence of artists of different ethnic
groups and the diversity of stitches in one region has
created a new form of rich and remarkable art in Indian
embroidery which today is introduced to the world
community as an essential part of Indian identity.
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