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Kamal al-Din Behzad, as one of the most prominent
painters of the Timurid period, has been involved in
illustrating many valuable books, including Saadi's
Golestan and Bostan, and relying on his talent and
genius, he has illustrated many of the literary and
educational points of Saadi's poems; Therefore, the
link between poetry and painting can be clearly seen
in his works. The painting "A Beggar at the Mosque"
which is one of Behzad's most famous paintings, was
painted with regard to the poem "Love and Passion
and Drunkenness" from the third chapter of Bostan
Saadi, which, despite having educational points hidden
in it, is still more aesthetic and visual. Is taken into
consideration. In the following article, this painting
has been examined with an educational approach. This
research seeks to answer the question that to what
extent Behzad was able to convey the educational
points in the painting to the audience? The purpose of
this research is to emphasize how to include significant
educational and educational and psychological points
in the mentioned painting and to present this method as
an educational and educational method that can even
be used to better understand the text of the poem. The
research method in this article is a qualitative approach,
the collection of materials was done by searching the
library and scientific articles from reliable sources, as
well as the visual study of the painting and reading the
text of the poem. In terms of summarizing the findings,
it can be said that Kamaluddin Behzad has depicted the
concept used in Saadi's poetry, i.e. patience, well, so
that the educational points discovered in the painting
can be highlighted.
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Introduction:

Kamal al-Din Behzad, as one of the most prominent
painters of the Timurid period, has contributed to
portraying many valuable books, including Saadi’s
Golestan and Boostan, and based on his talent and
genius, he has depicted many literary and educational
points of Saadi’s poems. Therefore, the link between
poetry and painting can be seen in his works. The
picture “beggar at the door of the mosque” is one
of Behzad’s most famous pictures, drawn from the
poem “Love, Passion, and Drunkenness” from the
third chapter of Bostan Saadi. In spite of having
educational points hidden in it, so far, it has been paid
more attention in terms of aesthetics and visuals. In
the present article, this painting is examined with an
educational approach. In particular, the present study
seeks to answer the question: “To what extent was
Behzad able to convey the educational points in the
painting to the audience?”

Objective of the study:

This study seeks to analyze the artist’s attempts to
include significant educational and psychological
points in the mentioned painting to provide a research-
based article for researchers and students about the

topic under discussion.

Method:

This study adopted a qualitative approach. The
materials and data were collected through the library
search method and exploring scientific articles from
reliable sources, as well as the visual study of the
painting and reading the text of the poem.

Besides addressing their pure thoughts, the talented

poets and writers of Persian literature have not
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neglected moral and educational issues. In their works,
they have presented viewpoints that are carefully
considered by education scholars today. Among them,
two important works of Saadi, Golestan and Boostan,
represent this educational approach well because
Saadi’s teachings were oriented towards religious
education. Undoubtedly, the emphasis on moral
principles and teachings implies the permanence of
such works as one of the reasons for the widespread
enthusiasm of kings, people of culture and painters
in royal workshops in the distant past for the writing
and illustration of books such as Golestan and Boostan
was to convey their educational and educational
concepts. Boostan or Saadinameh is the first work of
Saadi, which was finished in 655 AH. Kamal al-Din
Behzad, the most prominent Iranian illustrator of
the Herat school, has devoted himself to portraying
many of Boostan’s poems. “Beggar at the Door of
the Mosque” is one of his most famous paintings.
Considering that the issue of education is one of the
vital necessities of society and the paintings are also
a symbol of the rich culture of Iranian art derived
from the richest words of Persian poets, the question
arises as to how the educational teachings that have
roots in the rich Iranian-Islamic literature and culture
can be understood from this painting? And with
what arrangements and visual mechanisms did the
artist include such points in his painting? Therefore,
considering the Islamic educational theory, which
pays attention to the various dimensions and angles
of human personality and recognizes the human as the
basis and center of education, the painting “Beggar at
the Door of the Mosque” by Kamal al-Din Behzad can
be analyzed based on the opinions of Islamic education
and based on the opinions of Dr. Ali Shariatmadari.
The necessity of such discussions is to present pictures
with different readings. Educational and psychological
points in this picture and presentation of this method
as an educational method can be used by researchers
and students. Saadi’s poem entitled “Love, Passion,
and Drunkenness” is the story of the third chapter of
Boostan, and it is about the patience and constancy of
those who seek the path of mysticism. In short, “the

main narrative with which Saadi begins his story is
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from the words of an old man who goes to the door of
a mosque in the morning and asks for help. A person
starts a conversation with the old man and tells him,
this house is not the house of God’s people to give you
anything, so you don’t stay here. In response to this
person, the old man asks him, “Whose house is this,
where forgiveness does not include anyone?” (Tahiri
and Looni, 1396, 112).

Choosing the story of “Love and Passion and
Drunkenness” from Boostan and portraying it in the
form of the spiritual atmosphere of the mosque is
proof of the power of faith and religious beliefs and
mastery of the visual language and visual exploration
of Kamal al-Din Behzad, which in the form of visual
interpretation of the story Saadi has been charted.
Behzad has divided and drawn the layout of the painting
and the arrangement of the people inside and outside
the mosque in a way that contains the educational
points of the painting. Behzad’s lifestyle had an
effect on his painting. Considering the hard life of his
childhood, he tasted the bitter taste of orphanhood and
poverty with great patience, and in this painting, the
main subject is a ragged and ascetic person, but poor
and needy. Given his religious upbringing, patience
has made him a patient and hopeful person. It should
be remembered that Behzad painted a school scene
with the teacher and students in another painting
entitled “Saadi and Young Kashghari”, which depicts a
story from Golestan, which is similar to the one in the
painting “Beggar at the Door of the Mosque” which
shows that he has gone to great depth to depict Saadi’s
stories. As a child, Behzad was brought up under the
tutelage and education of the painter Agha-Mirak, and
he was introduced to educational points with a keen
eye and understanding of the subtleties of painting.
When we pay attention to the “Beggar at the Door of
the Mosque” from an educational point of view, the
mosque appears as an educational environment to
purify the soul and achieve spiritual development. In
this picture, there are many positive points in terms
of psychology, to take a hint from the image and the
story behind it, avoiding material manifestations and
honouring the human personality, emphasizing moral

teachings, purity and refinement of the body and soul.
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