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Objective and background: Achievement motivation is one of the important determinants
of the role of students in learning, so the present study has investigated the mediating role of
achievement motivation in the relationship between perception of teachers' professional
competence and self-directed learning of students.

Method: The research method was descriptive and had been done by identifying the
relationships between variables in the form of causal model and correlation research design.
For this purpose, among the population of third-year female students of theoretical high
school in Turkmen port city (N=250) in the academic year of 2016-2017, a sample selected
with a volume of 224 people responded to three self-report tools consisting of scale
Williamson Learning Self-Directedness (2007) and Achievement Motivation Questionnaire
(ACMT) and Adjusted Teachers' Professional Competencies Questionnaire (Karimi, 2009)
were used to analyze the data using Pearson correlation analysis and for fitting test. The
assumed models and estimation of direct, indirect and total effect coefficients were used using
path analysis technique using maximum probability method.

Results: The findings showed that there was a direct effect of perception of teachers'
professional competence on students' self-directed learning and the direct effect of students'
perception of teachers' professional competence on achievement motivation. Also, the
findings confirmed the indirect relationship between perception of teachers' professional
competence and self-directed learning of students in the mediating role of their achievement
motivation. In addition, the findings of the study provided a good fit of the proposed model.
Based on that, students' perception of teachers' professional competence could predict 41%
of the variance of self-directed learning of students by mediating the achievement motivation.
Conclusion: Based on the findings, it can be concluded that perception of teachers'
professional competence has been effective on self-directed learning of students due to the
effect on achievement motivation. Teacher's ability to create desirable learning conditions due
to the intimidating learning environment is effective on students' achievement motivation and
through it can lead to improvement of learning self-directed in students
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