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Kazem Chalipa is among the Iranian artists who have examined the themes
of sacred defense art in their individual paintings. The current study employs
the iconology approach to analyze Kazem Chalipa's “Desert Painting”, with
the objective of investigating the portrayal and significance of the mother
archetype within this artwork. The concept of the mother archetype was
formulated by Swiss psychiatrist and philosopher Carl Gustav Jung. This
research constitutes a qualitative study in the field of art history, conducted
through a descriptive-analytical method and employing Panofsky's iconology
approach. The central inquiry of this research aims to examine the concealed
and symbolic implications of sacred defense art, with a specific emphasis on
the significant portrayal of women as the mother archetype in desert
paintings, employing the iconology approach. The findings of the research
indicate that Kazem Chalipa has made deliberate efforts to portray women as
emblematic representations of both homeland and motherland, employing the
mother archetype. Inspired by the mother archetype, the artist has portrayed
an Iranian woman as a symbolic embodiment of the motherland and the
sacred guardian of the land. Chalipa has also established a crucial connection
between the concept of sacred defense art and the realm of mystical art by
faithfully incorporating the thematic inspiration from Hafez poem into his
painting. Through the artist's individual aesthetic sensibility and imaginative
prowess, this artwork endeavors to symbolically and mysteriously portray the
social realities of the revolution and war, thus positioning itself as a
significant and influential contribution to the history of sacred defense art.
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Extended Abstract

Kazem Chalipa is one of the Iranian artists who have delved into the themes of sacred
defense art in their respective paintings. By employing a range of painting techniques, he
has portrayed visuals capturing the essence of the sacred defense art, with a particular
emphasis on the themes of homeland, martyrs and mothers. These depictions possess
inherent artistic and conceptual aesthetic values, while also conveying intricate ideological
concepts. Chalipa, as an artist, has crafted works that carry profound significance beyond
aesthetics, encompassing social, political, and cultural dimensions that resonate with the
spirit of his era and surroundings. Committed art and sacred defense art, commonly referred
to as the art of resistance in Islamic Iran, comprise a collection of artworks crafted by devoted
artists during the Islamic Revolution and holy defense Era. The genesis of the art of sacred
defense occurred with the explicit objective of elucidating the core values underlying the
Islamic Revolution era and the era of holy defense, thus ensuring the preservation and
transmission of these principles to future generations.

The current research endeavor aimed to provide a reinterpretation of the concept of
committed art and sacred defense, focusing on the portrayal of the “Earth Mother Archetype”
within Kazem Chalipa’s “Desert Painting”. The Desert Painting mesmerizes observers with
its exceptional mastery of technique, incorporation of magical realism, and a tapestry of
symbolism that unfolds throughout the composition. In the year 1984, Kazem Chalipa
skillfully depicted this scene, which serves as a sublime embodiment of the revered status
attributed to motherhood. Through the Desert Painting, the female figure assumes the role
of a symbolic representation of the motherland and homeland, epitomizing virtues of
protection and sacrifice, thereby effectively communicating these ideals to the viewers.

Archetypes are symbolic representations and conceptual frameworks that reside in the
depths of the collective unconscious, finding expression in various forms such as mythology,
dreams, artistic creations, and literary works. The Swiss psychologist Carl Gustav Jung
postulated this concept, which posits that across all cultures and civilizations, shared
archetypes exist that originate from fundamental human experiences. These archetypal
patterns function as symbolic representations, conveying essential human concepts and
experiences. Archetypes exhibit a remarkable ability to assume diverse forms and carry
nuanced meanings across temporal and spatial contexts.

One notable archetype that emerges is the representation of the Earth Mother archetype.
Building upon the aforementioned, it is relevant to acknowledge that Kazem Chalipa’s
artistic creations adeptly articulate social and political ideological concepts and themes by
incorporating Iranian and Islamic elements and symbols within the context of resistance art.
The Earth Mother archetype exemplifies the universal symbol of motherhood, representing
profound qualities such as sacrifice, love, care, and selflessness, particularly within the rich
cultural tapestry of Iranian-Islamic traditions. Through the utilization of the Earth Mother
archetype, Chalipa adeptly communicates profound concepts such as sacrifice, patriotism,
and resistance in his artistic creations, most notably exemplified within the context of his
Desert Paintings.

This research represents a qualitative study conducted in the field of art history,
employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and utilizing “Panofsky’s Iconology
Approach”. Panofsky’s theory of iconology presents an interpretive approach to analyzing
artworks, which involves a comprehensive exploration of three distinct levels of
signification: motif, theme, and content. This method aims to identify and delineate the three
layers of Pre-iconographical Description, Iconographical Analysis and Iconographical
Interpretation. By delving into the latent messages concealed within the tangible elements
of the artwork, it analyzes and uncovers hitherto unexplored perspectives of beliefs,
convictions, and worldviews embedded within the visual components. This theory can serve
as a valuable framework for analyzing artworks produced during the Islamic Revolution and
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Holy Defense. Such artworks often explore themes of patriotism, struggle, bravery, and
martyrdom by employing imaginative and metaphoric elements. Rather than directly
depicting the graphic and violent aspects of warfare, these artworks adopt a narrative and
symbolic approach to convey their powerful message.

The central objective of this research is to elucidate and analyze the concealed and
symbolic significances of resistance art. It specifically focuses on the pivotal role of women
as the embodiment of the Mother Earth archetype within Desert Paintings. The study adopts
the iconology approach as a means to delve into the profound layers of meaning embedded
within these artworks. The research findings demonstrate that Kazem Chalipa has made
deliberate attempts to depict women as symbolic representations of the homeland and
motherland, employing the archetypal concept of Earth Mother. Influenced by the archetype
of the Earth Mother, the artist has presented imagery of an Iranian woman as a representation
of the motherland, symbolizing her nurturing qualities and serving as a divine guardian of
the land. The pivotal roles played by mothers and wives of warriors in shaping and
supporting these endeavors should not be overlooked.

The course of the Holy Defense highlighted the active involvement of Iranian women and
mothers in diverse war settings, including the battlefield, where they demonstrated
exceptional valor and courage. Chalipa has also forged a crucial connection between the
concept of resistance art and the realm of mystical art by faithfully adhering to the underlying
theme of his painting, specifically drawing inspiration from Sonnet No. 164, composed by
Hafiz. By harnessing the artist’s discerning taste and vivid imagination, this artwork
endeavors to symbolically and mysteriously depict the social realities of the revolution and
war. As a result, Desert Painting has emerged as an influential work within the realm of
committed art and the historical context of the holy defense.
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