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Satavand, An Iwan with pillar, is a symbolic structure in Safavid architecture,
in which relation between the meaning and the form is based on symbols.
This structure is present in pre-Islamic Iranian architecture and continues
after Islam with few differences that its evolved example can be seen in
Safavid period in Isfahan. Undoubtedly Stavands of Ali Qapu is the most
perfect example, because of its special location on the third floor and the
ornaments, which play a significant role in shaping the concept. Therefore,
the main goal of this research was to explain the meaning of Isfahan's Ali
Qapu's Satavand, and in this way, by explaining the relationship between
form and meaning in this building, concluded that the meaning or the idea
behind the Satavand of AliQapu, according to the design and volumetric
concept, is Mitra's Palace, as the god of light and heat of the sun or in other
words the brightest character in Iranian myths, which is an example of all the
ideal cities of Iranian culture, and on the other hand according to its
ornaments, is both dignity and enlightenment, or more precisely, the dignity
required by monarchy, Or the so-called Kiani dignity, that Such a palace is
built only by such a king and nothing else.
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Extended Abstract

Satavand, An Iwan with a pillar, is a symbolic structure in Safavid architecture in which the
relation between the meaning and the form is based on allegory. This structure, which is
considered one of the most important elements of Iranian architecture, according to the
definition of researchers, is a roofed place full of columns, which is placed as a semi-open
space between closed and open space, and it is mainly of two types; The portico (porch full
of column) with three closed sides and one open side and the portico (porch full of column)
with three open sides and one closed side, which Pirnia calls the second type, Satavand
(Pirnia, 1383: 354). Satavand, which is present in pre-Islamic Iranian architecture, continues
after Islam with few differences and its evolved example can be seen in the Safavid period
in Isfahan in Ali Qapu, Chehel Sotoun Palace and Ayine Khaneh Palace (the Mirror
pavilion). Undoubtedly, Satavand of Ali Qapu is the perfect example because of its special
location on the third floor and its ornaments, which play a significant role in shaping its
concept. It is worth noting that in Iranian architecture, the ornaments play a special role in
shaping the essence of the building. The explanation is that in the previous centuries, when
Westerners got acquainted with Iranian art and architecture, they tried to understand that
based on the principles of Western art, and that’s why they called it decorative art, which
means that it consists of additional elements to the original work. However, contrary to this
opinion, the position of ornaments in Iranian art and architecture is such that by removing
them, the essence of the work is lost. For this reason, in the art and architecture of Iran, the
ornaments are not only a means of completion but even a means of forming the work
(Avazpour, 2012: 36 and 37 & Mohammadi Khabazan, 2017: 27). In this way, to understand
Iranian art and architecture, it is necessary to know the ornaments that constitute it. Based
on this, the main goal of this research is to explain the meaning of Isfahan’s Ali Qapu’s
Satavand through the knowledge of its constituent elements, i.e., the concept and ornaments,
and the question of this research deals with the relationship between the meaning and form
of Safavid Satavands in general and the Ali Qapu’s Satavand in particular.

It should be noted that the research method of this article is qualitative and descriptive-
analytical, and the technique of gathering its findings was done through desk research and
desk review. In this research, the data is first studied descriptively. Then, the mentioned data
is analyzed. In the analysis section, the first part will be based on the architectural
characteristics of the building, and its concept will be examined. Then, in the second part,
by classifying the ornaments, their meaning will be analyzed so that finally, based on the
concept and ornaments of this building, its essence will be determined.

As it has been said, Isfahan Ali Qapu’s Satavand is a model and an example of the
evolution of post-Islamic Satavands. This Satavand, which is located on the third floor of
the Safavid palace, has 18 wooden columns, faces the east to the Sheikh Lotfollah mosque,
and is open from three directions, unlike the usual Iranian porches, and in front of it, instead
of a courtyard, there is a very wide square so that it can totally dominate the square (Pirnia,
2013: 300-308). In the middle of Satavand, a pond is built, and its similarity is reflected in
the girih tiles and ornaments under the roof. From the ceiling ornaments of the third floor,
we can mention the combination of lotus, chalipa (cross) and Swastika motifs, and the
combination of Shamsa and lotus and the companionship of these motifs, which have
established a compatible interaction with each other. It is worth noting that the dominant
ornament of the wall of this Satavand is the motif of the Shah Abbasi flower.

Regarding the analysis of the concept of this structure, it should be mentioned that the
model of the Porch-palace follows the narrative of the Porch-palace of Siavash-gerd and the
city of Kangdez. The city-palace that Siavash built above the heavens and called it Kangdez,
and later Siavash’s son Kay Khosrow placed it on the ground and called it Siavash-gerd
(Pahlavi narrative, 1367: 64). It should be mentioned that in this narrative, the city of
Kangdez and the Porch-palace of Siavash are the ideal city and palace for the ancient
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Iranians, The city and the palace that Kay Khosrow transformed from reasonable to tangible
and placed on the ground with thousands of columns. It is worth noting that the narration of
Kangdez itself refers to the narration of Mithra’s palace, a golden palace that stands above
the heavens and has thousands of columns and thousands of doors (Mehryasht, 12-50;
Doostkhah, 2016: 365). Therefore, Mithra’s golden palace, with its thousands of columns,
is the idea of all the ideal palaces and city palaces in Iranian culture in different times, which
has permeated the narratives and found various examples. So, the concept and idea of Ali
Qapu’s Satavand, which is a symbol of the Siavash Porch-palace in the city of Kangdez, is
Mithra’s palace.

Regarding the analysis of the ornaments of this structure, it should be mentioned that the
motif of Shah Abbasi flower and lotus, referring to the story of the birth of Mithra from
Anabhita, is a symbol of the birth of Light and Khvarenah and a blessed spiritual being (Pope
and Eckerman, 2007: 2758 & Razi, 1371: 168). The motif of the chalipa (cross) and
Swastika, with reference to the narrative of the Mehr House (Mithra), is a symbol of the
Mithra or, in other words, the sun and the shine of its rays, and the motif of the Swastika
(Mithra’s chariot in ancient Iran) is a symbol of the movement of the sun in the sky and that
the four sides of the world are equally covered by it (Razi, 1992: 559- 558 & Cooper, 1380:
145). And finally, the motif of the Shamsa, referring to The Light sura of the Quran (al-Nur,
35), is a symbol of Muhammad’s enlightenment and his family. It relates to the moment of
God’s first creation, that is, the moment of creation of Muhammad’s light, and after that, the
enlightened family of Prophet Muhammad (Khalili, 1384: 151 and 152 & Sadr al-Din
Shirazi, 1389). It is worth noting that the companionship of these motifs in combination with
each other on the ceiling of Satavand refers to the companionship of two Iranian and Islamic
cultures, and from this point of view, it emphasizes the enlightenment of the king - Shah
Abbas - both in Iranian culture and in Islamic culture.

From the whole of what has been discussed, it can be concluded that the concept and idea
behind Ali Qapu’s Satavand, on the one hand, is Mitra’s Palace, as the God of light and heat
of the sun or in other words, the brightest character in Iranian myths, which is an example
of all the ideal cities of Iranian culture, and on the other hand, is both Khvarenah (dignity)
and enlightenment, or more precisely, the Khvarenah required by monarchy, Or the so-called
Kiani dignity, that Such a palace is built only by such a king and nothing else. In this way,
with the definition of the meaning of the concept and idea behind Ali Qapu’s Satavand, we
can finally say that in Ali Qapu’s Satavand specifically, the signification of form is based on
symbolic forms, which are established through allegories and narratives. It should be noted
that the same procedure is also established in other Safavid Satavands because the Safavid
Satavands are similar to each other in their form and ornaments, and Ali Qapu’s Satavand is
considered to be the perfect example and model. Based on this, the result is that there is a
symbolic aspect hidden in the form of Safavid Satavands, which causes the formation of
symbolic forms in them through allegory, so as a whole, it can be said that Satavand in
Safavid architecture is a symbolic structure in which the signification of the form is based
on the allegory.
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