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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: One of the most prominent symbolic birds in the field of Iranian culture, art
Research Article and mythology is the peacock. A peacock is a bird of the order of pheasants,

pheasants, a type of bird whose male has a colorful fringed tail. In general,
there are three types of peacocks and they differ in appearance and color. The

Article history: effect that this living creature has on the earth and human life has caused it
Received: to be noticed by humans in different ages and seen in various applied arts. In
25 December 2023 early Islamic textiles, it is seen next to the tree of life or in the opposite
Revised in revised form:  position. This presence is seen especially in the arts of the Safavid period,
27 May 2024 such as carpet weaving, pottery, metalwork, fabric weaving, and architecture
Accepted: in different forms, single or in pairs facing each other, with open or closed
26 June 2024 wings, or with intertwined necks. To be Peacock motifs are easier to

recognize in paintings than in other works of the Islamic period, especially
pottery. This motif is sometimes not recognized correctly. Three questions
JEL: have been raised in this research. The first research question: What is the
difference in appearance with these three types of peacocks? Second
question: How is the peacock motif in the ceramic works of the Islamic era

Keywords: until the end of the Safavid period in Iran? And the final question of the
Islamic art research: which of the characteristics of the three types of peacocks can be
Iranian art seen in the examined samples. The purpose of this research is to identify the
Motif, ceramic peacock motif in some of the ceramic works of the Islamic period, and since
peacock this topic has not been discussed much, it seems necessary to do so. The

research method is descriptive-comparative and the research collections were
done in a library and using internet resources. The results of the research
show that 13 of the 19 studied samples are similar to the peacock, but 4 of
them do not have any resemblance to the characteristics of the peacock or
have very little resemblance, and they probably gave it the name of the
peacock by mistake.
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Extended Abstract
Peacock is a type of chicken known for its beautiful feathers, and the male has a long tail
with colorful feathers. The peacock has long been famous in the art and literature of the East
and the West. Due to its appearance characteristics and its symbolic position in the Eastern
culture, its image has been represented in various art forms, including pottery, woven fabric,
and carpet. In this research, the anatomical features of the peacock are to be investigated
with the help of these items. From the specifications, the correctness of this role can be
determined in the pottery works. the Islamic period until the end of the Safavid era identified
and distinguished birds from other motifs. The current research aims are to know the role of
peacocks in some ceramic works of Islamic periods. Based on the research done by the
researcher, so far most of the research done on the role of the peacock has been done
specifically in the architectural decorations and braids and textiles of the Qajar and Safavid
periods, etc. Since this issue has been addressed less, the necessity of doing it is felt. There
are questions related to the research topic: First, what are the differences between the three
known types of peacocks, and secondly, how was the motif of the peacock represented in
the ceramic works of the Islamic era until the end of the Safavid era in Iran, and thirdly,
which of the characteristics of the three types of peacocks are in the examined samples It
can be seen. From the point of view of zoology, three types of peacocks are known in the
world: the blue (Indian) peacock native to South Asia and the national bird of India and
known for its beautiful appearance and introduced to many other parts of the country World
(URL2). The Indian peacock had reached the Mediterranean region long before the Christian
history. The body of the blue peacock is metallic primarily blue-green. The female is green
and brown and about the same size as the male, but lacks the tail and head ornamentation
(Britannica, 1975: 818; Herbert Kondo, 1914: 18). Green Peacock: This peacock is native to
Southeast Asia (URL2). It has a tail like a blue peacock, and its body is green and bronze.
The female type of this peafowl is green and brown like the Indian peafowl and about the
size of the male peafowl, but lacks tail and head ornaments (Britannica, 1975: 818; Herbert
Kondo, 1914: 18). Congo Peacock: This is the national bird of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (URL2). The Congo peafowl is the only large pheasant in Africa (Britannica,
1975: 818; Herbert Kondo, 1914: 18). This species often differs in appearance from the
Indian and Green Peacocks and is more similar to the immature Asiatic Peacock. (Britannica,
1975: 818; Herbert Kondo, 1914: 18; URL2). White peacock: The white color of some
peacocks is due to a genetic mutation in the pigment gene (Children's Book Council, 2016:
85). In this research, the anatomical features of all three types of peacocks are to be
investigated with the help of these items. From the specifications, the correctness of this role
can be determined in the pottery works. The Islamic period until the end of the Safavid period
identified and distinguished birds from other motifs. The current research aims to know the
role of peacocks in some ceramic works of Islamic periods. Based on the research done by
the researcher, so far most of the research done on the role of the peacock has been done
specifically in the architectural decorations and braids and textiles of the Qajar and Safavid
periods, etc. Samples studied: Nineteen clay vessels decorated with peacock motifs were
obtained from the Waziri manuscript, the British Museum, and the book of Siri in Iranian
Art, which were presented in separate tables based on the date (AD and AH) and their
appearance characteristics, which include: dimensions, The material, place of production,
color, and place of storage will be stated. Also, for better observation and comparison, the
peacock motif that is considered in this research will be separated from the main image

and will come separately in a house of the table. As mentioned at the beginning of the
research project, the historical period considered is the Islamic period until the end of the
Safavid era. In order to examine the research data related to how the motif of the peacock
was represented in the ceramic works of the Islamic era until the end of the Safavid era in
Iran and to what extent it corresponds to the form of the peacock, each of the clay samples
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studied has been examined separately in the tables. In these tables, the body details, which
are divided into six items, are checked in the samples to determine how qualitatively and
quantitatively they are similar to the peacock. To check the data of the research in connection
with distinguishing the motif of the peacock from other birds that are known as peacocks in
the painted pottery of the investigated period and determine their type of peacock with
probabilities. In a Table in general, six differentiating details of peacocks from each other,
which have been considered, have been examined separately, and. It has been determined
which study sample has the most and least resemblance to the peacock and the type of
peacock found in the investigated works have been made possible based on the findings of
the research according to the features of the three kinds of peacock. The research method is
descriptive - adaptive and research data was collected in a library method and using internet
resources. Data collection in this research has been done through library studies and internet
searches of museums and resources. The method of data analysis has been done in three
stages: the first stage three species of peacocks in the world have been recognized. In the
second stage, from the perspective of zoology, the appearance characteristics of three types
of peacocks are examined in terms of males and females; because this bird is different and
separable in terms of male and female. In the final stage, 19 samples, which are called
peacocks by the researchers, are matched with the investigated features to determine how
many of the samples are more consistent with the features. According to the studies
conducted in the present research, during the research, in order to answer the first question,
firstly, information was given about the types of birds in the world and their general
characteristics. Data was given about the chickens, the members of this order, and the
peacock, which is one of these members. Then, the appearance characteristics of peacock
types (Indian, Green and Congo) are described in detail in both sexes. To answer the second
question, the pottery samples, which include 19 items, are introduced in detail in the tables
based on the historical course, and the role of Ta. A study of the peafowl motif in the ceramic
objects of the Islamic period of Iran until the end of the Safavid era
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. Galliformes
. Phasianidae
. peafowl
. peacock
. peahen
. pavo
. P. cristatus
. P. muticus
. Afropavo congensis

O 01NN K W~

o

Olphol Cotgy ot 218 (sla L3S 53 sl 5 e catd b 0 Ll il Lo (I FAY) i s Ol !
sz (Sl s 5aSCls Olghol i o8l Ll wlid )8 LboLl L Sid gl 5 gy 0 aSS L

D oled s Jlo b2 a) slatas s iS5 Gla o 53 waslb EE o 5 oy (0T49) (asma i3
Y-V

(S 5 ke DL 06 ol iz Aaxr 50l al i 55 (6o YAV (dlid s ST plel oo

58S g ((Ssho 55 Sla i b gose alas) Ol e s esslb sl e ((1VA9) el (el
Ol ool 5 Gl psle 55 Gaio 5 ol Ml

Slad o (slan Sllllas (5,55 (S 3h0 sas Sy 53 § e 5 sl sled LsB (YA casme ¢ 13
Yi-YV Y1

\hY

o o Slallas  paasi— cole doliladys

Mud

rijw " d‘JjJ ‘J/J:‘/



A}

b sslh slowisS ok

& Law".é'

shr g2t S G Oyl oDl g3 slaaiSliv 45 ugsll sl

s IS 5 3 a8 a sl i cwlidsled (1747 Lo ool adls tdas (ol 55l tols 3 (5515
=V ek Sl s S bl ,ed s olems Ol jes £ 53 g Sladllee iy 1 as il —
AV
ALOLL (il 5 AST L) Sl 5 pio 8595 oloo (slam 3 o gslh il COTAA) (o o conl3 ks
TS U] P VN I L] P oo I L1
s dorles  ASU L et olame 3 OF laila, 28 5 sslb slas «(0FAT) Olasl ¢ oL S5 tsdge « salalos 3l
o5 s Al 5 S b Ml 6 85S 0lgiol (6 i
S35 e UL Lelale (g jae Olghul ol 53 F e 5 raslb 58 sl 5B (1A i b e
M=) e sl sl
lad Okl Gyl 5 4 Alome oDl Gl 00 5 San b s wsslb Ll 2 Gal3 (O0¥4Q) (s o iy
LY=LV Y
35003k 5 Soto b5 slals SLS S 5o sl B sl b s e (YY) s e (o 5L G-,
LSl s Kn  8aEs w0y pa oSN (i)l nli )8 LLOLL « jeolrs SIS slawilis > b s O
08 A A Ol g 5 08358 Wl b (gdgd 48555 5 S S 0l 5 ((IFAY) (S8 OlS (gl
ULy 5 0255 MaliSin b 25 5 g 05
5 Il gl 28 et o ia i g5- sode delliad oo wgslb ol wbiailis ((\YAQ) caila ¢ JIL S
AY-YV 0 5 le
—AN T led e 8555 cle LB ey HlaAE ST 0L laer s ool skl ke ((VYAA) O e ¢ Slshos
AA
Oslen )l Olgas! rw doeen 53 o SIS 55 sl Ll i 51 SliS sy (Vv ) Y | aslB ¢ e OB b
O el CeS> 5 Sl U‘b b
A el )8 LLOLL s 5 Ol e la s s gl pree 5 K el ) OYAY) da ) snle
(835 5 e (Sla s 5SS Olghonl o oK
03 eebidsles Lo il &S gl a5 JB g esslb sl e 5 (VYA (ule ey sl 15 i (5508
o5 o G Sy geme b 012l S
Al b8 LLOLL (B 5, 53) QLS el (oleme Sl 5 rasll B8 s (VYA4)  Lde ( Sls 5
e IS (e w5 oK
S 5 S el SLES 0l e G laadle pls ((VFE0) (et cLan
oS st B Okl dge 51 Ol g 55 sl sl Glae J g w anlllae Olse ((VWAA) Loy o > o 0o
Ol - gmkige 5 S e 53 sl and) o SOladllae JJI oy
ebasls wloll .)l}fl}j6}.&.«43}})6}\5#))gw]tjﬁd\OJ‘}kw‘;xﬁ:Q.LJLAJ’&EJ’&)J.Z.(\VA-\) © A (S
REUETSC I S P SN PR -3
Britannica Ready Reference Encyclopedia, (1975), chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Del Hoyo. J, (1992), Handbook of the birds of the world. Barcelona, Spain: Lynx Edicions. PP434-479.
Kondo. Herbert, (1968), The Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Animal Kingdom. New York: The Danbury Press.

URLI: http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=add_ms_7735 f030v
URL2: https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-three-types-of-peafowl.html


http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=add_ms_7735_f030v
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-three-types-of-peafowl.html

URL3: https://ebird.org/species/compea

URLA4: https://www.treehugger.com/albino-and-half-albino-peacocks-are-simply-stunning-photos-4858413

URLS: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W 1953-1022-1

URLG6: https://seeiran.ir/en/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/56.jpg

URLT7: https://www.maisonapart.com/images/auto/640-480-c/20080514 123747 04-514172.jpg

URLS: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/'W_1970-0207-3

URLDO: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1970-0207-4

URLIO0: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/'W_1910-0418-24

URLI11:
https://media.britishmuseum.org/media/Repository/Documents/2014 11/12 10/67d75bea_c132 4bdb b9
b9 _a3el00aecb85/mid 00096009 001.jpg

URLI12https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-402

URL13: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-367

URL14: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W _1878-1230-597

URLI1S: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-404

URLI16:
https://media.britishmuseum.org/media/Repository/Documents/2014 _10/1_15/d6421d5f b77¢_4c00 810
9 a3b7010566¢cc/mid 00082591 001.jpg

URLI7: https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/80794091

URLI18: https://birdfinding.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CongoPeafowl1.jpg

Y

o o Slallas  paasi— cole doliladys

Mud

rijw " ;J_;J ‘J/J:‘/


https://ebird.org/species/compea
https://www.treehugger.com/albino-and-half-albino-peacocks-are-simply-stunning-photos-4858413
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1953-1022-1
https://seeiran.ir/en/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/56.jpg
https://www.maisonapart.com/images/auto/640-480-c/20080514_123747_04-514172.jpg
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1970-0207-3
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1970-0207-4
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1910-0418-24
https://media.britishmuseum.org/media/Repository/Documents/2014_11/12_10/67d75bea_c132_4bdb_b9b9_a3e100aecb85/mid_00096009_001.jpg
https://media.britishmuseum.org/media/Repository/Documents/2014_11/12_10/67d75bea_c132_4bdb_b9b9_a3e100aecb85/mid_00096009_001.jpg
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-402
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-367
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1878-1230-597
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_G-404
https://media.britishmuseum.org/media/Repository/Documents/2014_10/1_15/d6421d5f_b77c_4c00_8109_a3b7010566cc/mid_00082591_001.jpg
https://media.britishmuseum.org/media/Repository/Documents/2014_10/1_15/d6421d5f_b77c_4c00_8109_a3b7010566cc/mid_00082591_001.jpg
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/80794091
https://birdfinding.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CongoPeafowl1.jpg

