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This article examines and analyzes how to transfer the narrative from verbal
text to visual text. The verbal text is a narration of Kalila and Dimna, which
was transformed into a visual text by the painters of the Jalayirid’s school,
whom we call visual storytellers. This narrative is called "The Cameleer Man
(Sarban) and the Drunken Camel". The analysis of this narrative is a Trans-
narrative analysis that takes place with a semiotic approach. Researches show
that in the process of translation from verbal text to visual text, the visual
Enunciator pays attention to the signs and in the position of an author
independent from the verbal author of the work, using creative techniques
related to visual arts. Especially, the imaginary world of Persian Painting
creates a buffer space between the world of fantasy and the world of reality.
In the diachronic process, the visual Enunciator or painters have shown that
they have accepted full effects of hyper-texts or verbal hyper-narratives in
visual hypo-text or visual hypo-narrative. The semantic square process shows
that the actor is drawn from the direction of life to the direction of non-life in
a tense and sensory-perceptual atmosphere and then dies. The paintings have
been received from British, Paris, and Istanbul libraries and the research
method is descriptive and analytical.
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Extended Abstract

The purpose of this article is to answer the question of how verbal narratives become visual
narratives and how to transfer the narrative from verbal text to visual text. The verbal text is
a narration of Kalila and Dimna, which was transformed into a visual text by painters, who
we call visual narrators, during the Jalayirid period. This narration is called "The Cameleer
(Sarban Man) and the Drunken Camel". The basis of the analysis of this narrative is a
Transnarrative analysis that takes place with a Semiotic Approach. The term
"Transnarrative" refers to the "Transmission" of the narrative. "Trans" is a prefix that
expresses communication and transfer. The Transnarrative in this article is a construction of
Ganette's Transtextuality, which deals with the issue of transferring or taking over one
narrative (Narrative B) from another narrative (Narrative A). Borrowing from Roland
Barthes' statement that "Every text is Intertextual", we can also believe that "Every narrative
is Internarrative"; It means that you can always find traces of previous narrations in a
narration. In Transnarrative studies, the degree of influence and overlap of the
Hypernarrative (Narrative B) from the Hyponarrative (Narrative A) is discussed. When the
narrative is changed from a textual-verbal symbolic aspect to a textual-visual symbolic
aspect by the narrator-visualizer, the transsemiotic space enters another space, which we call
the transnarrative space. In the transnarrative space, how to see or the angle of vision of the
painter to depict the textual narrative in the production of meaning, which forms the central
core of the narrative discourse, is of special importance. One of the most important divisions
in Transnarrative analysis is interdisciplinary relationships. In other words, the topic of the
field and the formulation of the fields is considered one of the important indicators for
hypertextual studies; because inter-discipline relations and intra-discipline relations have
fundamental differences in this point of view. In the past, most flare-ups and co-presences;
That is, hypertextual and intertextual relationships took place within literature. Literary
writings borrowed from each other and created new texts and narratives, thus expanding the
literary world and multiplying texts. In the past, in Iran, due to the limited types of
expression, most interdisciplinary relationships have been established between literature,
music, drama and painting. Interdiscipline exchanges caused some successful and influential
works to be translated from other languages and made available to audiences of other
languages with different cultures. The book Kalila and Dimna is also one of these works.
The book Kalila and Dimna has passed the transliguistic situation, because it has been
translated from Indian Sanskrit to Sasanian Pahlavi, then to Arabic, and finally to Persian,
and it has gone through the process of language transfer. But what is important here is the
research process that took place on this book. Due to the special attention of kings and rulers
and by their orders, stories and anecdotes from this book have been illustrated. Many painters
have been engaged in illustrating this book in different periods. Transferring the verbal-
written signs of Kalila and Dimna's book to pictorial and visual signs is a kind of
transdisciplinary process from literary language to artistic language, especially painting. It
is necessary to mention one more point here. Due to the fact that the original book of Kalila
and Dimna is related to Indian language and culture and from there it was transferred to
Persian language and culture, besides having trans-discipline and trans-linguistic features, it
also has trans-cultural features. One of the fundamental issues of interest in narrative
semiotics is the "semiotic square" issue. In fundamental semiotics, which is considered the
underlying structure of the discourse, we come across the most fundamental semiotic
categories of individual value, which Greimas considers these categories, which are in a
conflicting relationship with each other, to be the categories of life and death. Two opposite
categories are called if the belief in the presence of one is based on the acceptance of the
presence of the other (without the meaning of life, it is impossible to believe in the category
of death); But apart from this contradictory relationship, there is another relationship called
contradictory relationship, that is, the relationship of a category with its negation: life non-
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life; death non-death; Of course, another relationship called the positive relationship
between life and death is also conceivable. What is not death (i.e. the negation of life)
requires that it refers to life. In order to go from one opposite to another, one cannot follow
a direct path, but one must first violate a category and then reach another opposite. Therefore,
the necessity of death is the violation of life, and the necessity of life is the violation of death.
From the point of view of Greimas, the most fundamental individual semiotic category is the
conflict between the category of death and life, which exists in the deep structure of every
discourse. Actually, at a deep level, we are dealing with a square in which this category
appears according to the mentioned connections. The relationship between life and death is
a contradiction, life and non-life, or death and non-death is a negation, non-life and death;
Or non-death with life is positive. The painting "The Cameleer (Sarban Man) and Drunken
Camel" represents the two poles of "death" and "life". The value system of this picture is
formed in two views, top and bottom, in opposition to life and death. Where it is related to
life, expansion, expansion, spaciousness, growth, movement, flight and flexibility and
spatial expansion flow, and where the signs of death are present, it is full of compression,
contraction, darkness, fear, terror, immobility, and the elements Animals associated with
death and injury. The elements and signs of written text that have become visual text are also
responsible for this event. As the written text shows the conflict between life and death, the
image also supports this approach. According to the written text, the presence of camels,
camels, trees, snakes, mice, and dragons are depicted in the picture according to the written
text, but the place and space of the incident is an imaginary place that has no external
counterpart; Therefore, it can be imagined that this place has an omnipresent aspect. As a
discourse buffer, the well imposes two situations of pressure and scope on Sarban; But here,
Sarban has the right to choose one of the two directions of compression or expansion,
contraction or expansion. If he chooses the space of compression and contraction, he will
fall towards death, and if he chooses the space of expansion and expansion, he will pass to
the direction of life. Honey creates a sensory-perceptual space for Sarban. Honey carries
with it a dual aspect of life and death. In the paintings, due to its sweet nectar, honey carries
with it a sign of seduction, which causes a man to neglect other elements and indulge himself
in tasting the sweet nectar of honey. Considering that all visual texts have one or more
sensory channels, and these channels include visual, auditory, taste, smell, and touch
channels. In the analyzed paintings, the sense of taste is considered the most important
sensory channel through which the fate of the actor (Sarban man) is determined. Even the
narrator of the story states at the beginning of the narrative that man shortens his path to
happiness with the pleasures of the senses, which are the five senses of eating, smelling,
seeing, hearing and touching. Therefore, the taste of honey in this narrative is intended by
the narrator, finds a positive function for death, and its negative side is represented for life.
In fact, the appearance of honey is connected to life, but its interior ends in death. White and
black mice are also a sign of time. The white mouse symbolizes the day and the black mouse
symbolizes the night, and chewing the roots of the tree is a sign of the end of the day and
night and Sarban approaching the end of the story and falling into the well of death.
Therefore, the well as a discourse buffer causes a change from one situation to another and
causes a transition from one world to another. In the belief of Iranians, the camel is a symbol
and a sign of the coming of death. In the paintings, the camel, which shows a large body, is
a sign of the entry of death into the story, which is finally manifested in the image of the
dragon. So the sign of death, which is symbolized by the camel in the paintings, is connected
to the manifestation of death, which is symbolized by the dragon. According to what was
stated in the explanation of the topic, in order to reach the goal of the article, library sources
were used and the pictures were received from British, Paris and Istanbul libraries. The
research method is descriptive-analytical.
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