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One of the bright and Phosphorous eras in Iranian culture and art has been
marked in TIMURID period of reign. Cultural support in TIMUR period was a
centripetal and strong current what was stemmed from TIMUR, himself, was
restricted to architecture and building. Conflict on power and reaching it more
and as a result, beginning to decentralization in SHAHROKH period led to
division of power and resources among powerful classes of TIMURID society.
At this time, new cultural supporters were been appeared that the military
rulers of SHAHROKH court were the most important of them. A direct link
between cultural proceedings and funding related to it makes a basic and
important question: Which economic development made military rulers
support cultural and utility activities? It’s assumed that the new tax exemptions
from SHAHROKH court and a kind of special attention to agriculture and
business were the most important factor of appearance and attraction of the
military rulers as the cultural supporters. In this article, meanwhile studying of
researches about social, economic and political areas in this period, we’ll track
and consider about the cultural activities background of the military rulers of
TIMURID court descriptively and analytically. The researches results show
that more than everything, the changed economic structure in format of tax
exemption programs and also an economic boom of business and its
efflorescence made a direct effect on the military rulers to be attracted to the
cultural and utility activities to reach more legitimation.
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Extended Abstract

The Timurid era is one of the brilliant and shining periods of Iranian art and culture, which is also
referred to as the Iranian artistic renaissance. Many believe that the driving force of this renaissance
was initially provided by the Timurid court. They attracted artists from the centers and south of Iran to
their courts in Khorasan and Transoxiana, and it was the personal taste and taste of the Timurid king
and princes that brought new power and strength to Iranian aesthetics; but other researchers believe
that the exaggerated aesthetic tastes of the Timurid princes and their high cultural level cannot be
interfered with in increasing cultural public interest activities, because supporting the arts is a very
costly task and requires significant financial resources. From this perspective, examining the impact of
economic, social, cultural and political components on the artistic developments of this period is a
necessity that must be addressed; because understanding the art and culture of each period depends on
understanding the mechanisms that underpinned the cultural and artistic activities of that period. The
aim of the following article is to examine the relationship between cultural activities and the provision
of financial resources related to them, especially during the period of decentralization of power, and it
is an attempt to answer the fundamental question of what economic developments paved the way for
Shahrukh's military emirs to support public interest and cultural activities. To this end, in addition to
studying and reviewing the research that has been conducted so far in the social, political, and
economic fields of this period, a historical approach and a descriptive-analytical method have been
used to analyze the impact of components such as new tax exemptions and special attention to
agriculture and trade, as the most important factors in the emergence and attraction of new cultural
patrons, especially from among Shahrukh's military emirs. Cultural patronage during Timur's time was
a centralized and powerful movement that originated from Timur himself and was limited to
construction and architecture. But the situation changed completely after Timur's death, and the
powerful centralist movement he had created began to decline, and a centrifugal movement emerged
during the reign of his successors, resulting in a series of economic, political, social, and cultural chain
transformations. In the context of these transformations, the distribution of power and wealth resources
among the powerful classes of Timurid society led to the emergence of new cultural patrons, the most
important of whom were the military emirs of Shahrukh's court. The cultural and public interest
activities of these new cultural patrons breathed new life into the cultural fabric of this period.
Basically, the importance of military emirs in economic and cultural equations was related more than
anything to the internal struggles of the Timurid princes. The Timurid princes used their only effective
political weapon, namely the granting of regular financial privileges, to bring the Turkish military elites
to their service. The powerful Turkic emirs, prominent members of the Chagatai tribes who had
received regular financial privileges in return for military service, turned to cultural patronage,
especially in its ostentatious and luxurious forms such as construction, for political reasons. The
economic support for such activities was special tax policies that can be examined in three general
branches: 1- Land ownership 2- Allocation of provincial tax expenditures within the provinces
themselves and 3- Endowments. In addition to these tax policies, another fundamental factor that had a
direct impact on creating effective economic conditions for attracting Timurid emirs to public benefit
activities was the collaboration between them and the merchant class. Land ownership was usually
carried out in the form of sivurgal. Sivurgal or tiivul assignment is a type of land whose ownership was
hereditary and completely exempt from paying taxes. The central government avoided legal and civil
interference in them, and government officials were also wary of any kind of interference in it, even
stepping into it; therefore, the right to manage the lands and collect taxes was considered one of the
prerogatives of the Sivarghal owner. The Sivarghal owners, especially those who were part of the
Turkish military elite, usually did not reside in their Sivarghal lands; they preferred to reside with their
families and retainers in large cities, and this was a factor that resulted in the accumulation of wealth in
centers such as Herat and the richness of the cultural life of these centers. During the time of Shah
Rukh Timurid, the rulers of the provinces enjoyed extensive financial independence, and taxes were
often spent in the provinces themselves. Each new ruler showed off his new position and position to the
people by implementing public construction projects, thus overshadowing the actions of the previous
ruler with his own activities. Public construction and maintenance of mosques, schools, khangahs,
orphanages, water tanks and streams, bazaars and baths were considered part of the rulers' expertise
and good governance style. Taxes often and primarily went to the pockets of officials, and some of
them returned to society in the form of charitable works. The interests of emirs, government officials,

162

Visual Art Studies of IRAN, Vol 2, Issue 1



163

Economic Contexts of Changing the Face of the Military Rulers of Shahrokh...

and city nobles were completely interconnected. The implementation of construction projects and
support for cultural figures indicate the existence of common interests and mutual cooperation that
linked the city nobles to the Timurid provincial government. In the area of endowments, four main
groups can be distinguished in the Timurid period: a) Timurid sultans, b) the royal family, ¢) Timurid
rulers and emirs, d) ordinary people. Endowments were usually made with the motive of legitimizing
land ownership, preventing usurpation and confiscation, benevolence, and so on. The Timurid era is
one of the brilliant and shining periods of Iranian art and culture, which is also referred to as the Iranian
artistic renaissance. Many believe that the driving force of this renaissance was initially provided by
the Timurid court. They attracted artists from the centers and south of Iran to their courts in Khorasan
and Transoxiana, and it was the personal taste and taste of the Timurid king and princes that brought
new power and strength to Iranian aesthetics; but other researchers believe that the exaggerated
aesthetic tastes of the Timurid princes and their high cultural level cannot be interfered with in
increasing cultural public interest activities, because supporting the arts is a very costly task and
requires significant financial resources. From this perspective, examining the impact of economic,
social, cultural and political components on the artistic developments of this period is a necessity that
must be addressed; because understanding the art and culture of each period depends on understanding
the mechanisms that underpinned the cultural and artistic activities of that period. The aim of the
following article is to examine the relationship between cultural activities and the provision of financial
resources related to them, especially during the period of decentralization of power, and it is an attempt
to answer the fundamental question of what economic developments paved the way for Shahrukh's
military emirs to support public interest and cultural activities. To this end, in addition to studying and
reviewing the research that has been conducted so far in the social, political, and economic fields of
this period, a historical approach and a descriptive-analytical method have been used to analyze the
impact of components such as new tax exemptions and special attention to agriculture and trade, as the
most important factors in the emergence and attraction of new cultural patrons, especially from among
Shahrukh's military emirs. Cultural patronage during Timur's time was a centralized and powerful
movement that originated from Timur himself and was limited to construction and architecture. But the
situation changed completely after Timur's death, and the powerful centralist movement he had created
began to decline, and a centrifugal movement emerged during the reign of his successors, resulting in a
series of economic, political, social, and cultural chain transformations. In the context of these
transformations, the distribution of power and wealth resources among the powerful classes of Timurid
society led to the emergence of new cultural patrons, the most important of whom were the military
emirs of Shahrukh's court. The cultural and public interest activities of these new cultural patrons
breathed new life into the cultural fabric of this period. Basically, the importance of military emirs in
economic and cultural equations was related more than anything to the internal struggles of the
Timurid princes. The Timurid princes used their only effective political weapon, namely the granting
of regular financial privileges, to bring the Turkish military elites to their service. The powerful Turkic
emirs, prominent members of the Chagatai tribes who had received regular financial privileges in
return for military service, turned to cultural patronage, especially in its ostentatious and luxurious
forms such as construction, for political reasons. The economic support for such activities was special
tax policies that can be examined in three general branches: 1- Land ownership 2- Allocation of
provincial tax expenditures within the provinces themselves and 3- Endowments. In addition to these
tax policies, another fundamental factor that had a direct impact on creating effective economic
conditions for attracting Timurid emirs to public benefit activities was the collaboration between them
and the merchant class. Land ownership was usually carried out in the form of sivurgal. Sivurgal or
tiivul assignment is a type of land whose ownership was hereditary and completely exempt from
paying taxes. The central government avoided legal and civil interference in them, and government
officials were also wary of any kind of interference in it, even stepping into it; therefore, the right to
manage the lands and collect taxes was considered one of the prerogatives of the Sivarghal owner. The
Sivarghal owners, especially those who were part of the Turkish military elite, usually did not reside in
their Sivarghal lands; they preferred to reside with their families and retainers in large cities, and this
was a factor that resulted in the accumulation of wealth in centers such as Herat and the richness of the
cultural life of these centers. During the time of Shah Rukh Timurid, the rulers of the provinces
enjoyed extensive financial independence, and taxes were often spent in the provinces themselves.
Each new ruler showed off his new position and position to the people by



implementing public construction projects, thus overshadowing the actions of the previous ruler with
his own activities. Public construction and maintenance of mosques, schools, khanqahs, orphanages,
water tanks and streams, bazaars and baths were considered part of the rulers' expertise and good
governance style. Taxes often and primarily went to the pockets of officials, and some of them returned
to society in the form of charitable works. The interests of emirs, government officials, and city nobles
were completely interconnected. The implementation of construction projects and support for cultural
figures indicate the existence of common interests and mutual cooperation that linked the city nobles to
the Timurid provincial government. In the area of endowments, four main groups can be distinguished
in the Timurid period: a) Timurid sultans, b) the royal family, ¢) Timurid rulers and emirs, d) ordinary
people. Endowments were usually made with the motive of legitimizing land ownership, preventing
usurpation and confiscation, benevolence, and so on. The waqf system had privileges that protected the
founder from any kind of confiscation and taxation and allowed him to include his family members
among the beneficiaries of the endowment. In this way, the economic aspect of the endowment was in
some cases more important than its religious aspect. In times of political instability, the conversion of
property into an endowment acted as a barrier against political usurpers or unworthy successors and, in
addition, as a religiously acceptable act, brought great prestige and prestige to the endowment. In the
field of trade, close ties were also established during this period between the merchant class and the
large landowner class. The large incomes of the owners of the sivorghals allowed them to participate in
all kinds of commercial activities, which they did by investing and allocating large amounts of
agricultural products to the merchant princes in exchange for a share of their profits. The conditions for
this were ready, because the rights of the subjects during this period were always paid in goods. In
addition to the owners, the rulers also invested in commercial affairs. In fact, the phenomenon of the
participation of rulers and owners in commercial activities is one of the characteristics of the trade of
the Timurid period, and even a title called "Ortaq" meaning "partner" and "shareholder" was used for
the merchant princes. Summarizing and analyzing these historical data shows that a series of changes
that were created as a result of the political rupture after the death of Timur and the centrifugal
economy of this period led to a kind of privatization and decentralization of power, which resulted in
the emergence of new cultural patrons, especially from among the military emirs of the court of Shah
Rukh Timurid. The enjoyment of tax exemptions in the form of ownership of Sivorghali lands and the
transfer of the provinces' tax expenditures to the rulers, along with the boom in trade and the
flourishing of urban guilds and the joint efforts of the merchant class and Timurid emirs to earn more
income and also to preserve the capital and assets of the owners and the wealthy through endowment
programs, caused the military emirs, motivated by the desire to gain greater political legitimacy by
utilizing cultural tools, to show interest in a series of public cultural measures that were mostly defined
in the form of development activities. By following this trend, one of the most brilliant artistic periods
of Iran in the Middle Ages took place, relying on the increase in the number of artistic patrons.
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