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The history of each and every country is full of stories, beliefs and meanings
which reveals the identity of that civilization. When reverse glass painting
penetrated our people's heart, it started to merge with Iranian roots, culture,
identity and religious beliefs, and now it is a part of Persian culture, identity
and traditions. Investigating the secret layers, this research presents the roots
and the cultural and artistic characteristics of Iranian paintings, and it tries to
regenerate and retain the Iranian culture, traditions and the artistic roots of this
country. The author analyses Mahin Azima's reverse glass paintings
considering the following question; "What are the cultural elements and Iranian
characteristics in Mahin Azima's reverse paintings? The research is done
through an analytical descriptive method and the statistical society are some
selected paintings chosen from a book called "Beholder of Dreams". Searching
for Iranian identity, this research analyses the painter's reverse glass paintings
through semi-structured interviews with the artists and the experts of
traditional arts and reverse glass painting. Mahin Azima is a modern artist with
many of [ranian paintings' characters in her paintings. Colors which represent
Iranian paintings, transparent colors, diffuse light and no perspective, drawing
outlines, using frames within frames, painting flower and birds in a new way,
using Persian paintings atmosphere, being narrative, using Iranian familiar
shapes, using all parts of the frames, and having gentle thoughts are the main
characteristics of her paintings. Painting in several layers is an innovative work
of her, too.
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Extended Abstract

The history of each and every country is full of stories, beliefs and meanings which reveals the identity
of that civilization. When reverse glass painting penetrated our people's heart, it started to merge with
Iranian roots, culture, identity and religious beliefs, and now it is a part of Persian culture, identity and
traditions. Investigating the secret layers, this research presents the roots and the cultural and artistic
characteristics of Iranian paintings, and it tries to regenerate and retain the Iranian culture, traditions
and the artistic roots of our country. The author analyses Mahin Azima's reverse glass paintings
considering the following question; "What are the cultural elements and Iranian characteristics in Mahin
Azima's reverse glass paintings? The research is done through an analytical descriptive method. Since
the written sources were limited, consulting with the artists working in this field, the grand masters of
Iranian painting, experts and art critics who comments on glass paintings, traditional art and Khiali-
Negari art, was essential in collecting data. The author presents five semi-structured interviews with the
researchers, university instructors and glass painting artists, the explanation of each interviewee is
mentioned, too. These experts analyzed the paintings from different aspects as the researcher asked
them. The analysis is qualitative based on data, documents, scripts and observations. Searching the
subject through observing the paintings, describing them, finding details, combining them and finding
the relationship between the elements, the researcher uses a thematic analysis and she studies the
paintings through identifying the semantic patterns. The statistical society is 40 selected paintings from
1951 till 2015, chosen from a book called "Beholder of Dreams" which was published in Sovar
publication. The paintings, 25 paintings with Iranian culture, are chosen as the samples to be studied
because they were selected by the artist.

Reverse glass painting has a long history in Persian art. These days reverse glass painting is
forgotten and just a few artists use it for their paintings. Mahin Dokht Azima is a modern artist who
created her glass paintings using Persian art inheritance and traditions, many of aesthetics components
of Iranian art can be find in her paintings. Sometimes these components are used intentionally and
sometimes they are used unconsciously. The artist's feelings, her abilities in using special techniques,
her freedom in coloring, and using forms to have different structures, based on her thoughts, makes her
paintings more attractive. Iranian artists have a special, coherent aesthetic structure, based on pictorial
traditions which has specific rules and principles, this aesthetic structure is different from western
structures. Some of the characteristics of this aesthetic structure are as follow: specific combination of
Persian painting, having no perspective, having frames within frames, making pictures based on
Persian thoughts and culture, using Persian forms, designs and decorative elements, outlining the
elements, diffuse light, transparent colors, being narrative and the fictional aspect of the paintings, the
flat surface of them and etc.

Mahin Azima's reverse glass paintings are full of Persian elements. Searching for Iranian identity,
this research analyses the painter's reverse glass paintings through semi-structured interviews with the
artists and experts of traditional arts and reverse glass painting. Mahin Azima is a modern artist with
many of Iranian paintings' elements in her paintings, colors which represent Iranian paintings,
transparent colors, flat surface, diffuse light and having no perspective, drawing outlines, using frames
within frames, painting flowers and birds in a new way, using Persian paintings atmosphere, being
narrative, using Iranian familiar shapes, using all parts of the frames, and having gentle thoughts are
the main characteristics of her paintings. Colors which remind Persian paintings such as aquamarine,
turquoise, azure and even specific orange ochre which are closely associated with Persian paintings are
used in her paintings. Transparent colors and layers which is one of the characteristics of Persian
paintings are used in her paintings, too. She didn't obligate herself to realistic atmospheres, Persian
aesthetics was chosen by her even for creating a scene of nature. Using colored area which are flat is an
indicator of Perian paintings, another indicator of Persian paintings which can be seen in her paintings
is diffuse light in which the source of light isn't defined and the light is the same in all parts. The
combination of birds and forms which are taken from Persian paintings are in many of her paintings.
The birds, trees and figures she used are generally taken from Persian paintings and it can be said that
she has painted birds and trees in her own way. In many of her paintings the items are outlined. Using
every piece of the frame and having no empty part in frames is another signifier of Mahin Azima's
paintings. Her works can be categorized in two groups. In the first group the combination of Persian
paintings, such as using frames within frame and having no perspective, are used, and in the second
group most of the works are close in combination to Saqqa khaneh School of art which has an

176

Visual Art Studies of IRAN, Vol 2, Issue 1



177

A Structural Analysis of Mahin Azima's Reverse Glass Painting from Iranian...

ornamental aspect and is to decorate things. Some of her works are close to Saqqa Khane School of art
in which the artist uses religious and native elements in a modern way. Using forms which are familiar
for the addressee such as painting and decorative forms, combination of birds, trees and figures which
are taken from Persian paintings, like cedar trees in her works, are repeated in different ways and
different combinations, which results in fascinating scenes. She defines her identity using nature's
elements which is really valuable cause it's difficult to express your experiences by using the elements
of nature and she did it using flat colors to show these elements of nature  She uses the nature's
elements as certain signs to show social and cultural part of Iranian people. She Uses symmetry in her
own way, too. Being narrating and using an atmosphere which is used in Persian paintings is another
indicator of Mahin Azima's paintings, she painted the traditional birds and flowers through her own
method. Being individual is a discriminating sign of her works, I mean while looking at her paintings
you find them very special and personal; they are not regular and they show her intimate feelings. It's
interesting to know that after looking at some of her paintings, you will understand her delicate way of
thinking. Choosing colors, the way she uses a paint brush, her fine way in laying colors next to each
other, using tiny, soft brushes and painting curved forms show the painter's sensibility, too. Painting in
different layers is also an innovation of her which is used by the other artists, too. It's obvious that
regarding and cherishing the artists and the national arts are necessary to pronounce reverse glass
painting as a part of culture, identity and traditional art of our country and it let the posterity to know
the Iranian identity in a better way. Mahin Azima's paintings regenerate Persian art values and the
nobility of our ancients, and they support Iranian identity for the new artists. The artists who choose
this method, have to know this history to be able to continue it, innovate the art while keeping the
Persian identity, roots and values and to create novel paintings according to the new community.
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