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In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, the hero and antihero or good and evil appear in human
form against mythological creatures such as demons, dragons, and Simorgh in the
narratives. The aim of this article is to obtain a common history of the encounters of
heroes in Shahnameh with antiheroes (non-human) creatures in its historical course
in Tahmasbi's illustrated Shahnameh in order to examine the semantic evolution and
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to express narratives, with various mythological, religious, cultural and political
goals, is the use of two positive and negative poles. Among the most frequently
mentioned cases in the Shahnameh are the hero and the anti-hero, which are among
the obvious tricks for the interpretation and presentation of these themes in both the
literary text and the visual version under study. Due to the epic nature of the literary
text of the Shahnameh and the direct impact on the depiction and the ambiguity of
the way the themes are presented, the hero and the anti-hero are used with
supernatural characteristics, and the role of the anti-hero lacks beautiful elements and
proportion from an aesthetic perspective. As a result, in the illustrations under study,
the relationship between the image and the main text is meaningful for the audience.
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Extended Abstract

In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, the hero and antihero or good and evil appear in human form against mythological
creatures such as demons, dragons, and Simorgh in the narratives. The aim of this article is to obtain a common
history of the encounters of heroes in Shahnameh with antiheroes (non-human) creatures in its historical course
in Tahmasbi's illustrated Shahnameh in order to examine the semantic evolution and the role of these humans
and antiheroes. By examining the visual characteristics of the characters in the related illustrations, the
aesthetic aspects expressed in them and the structures present in the illustrations, an analysis has been made.
This article, in line with the objectives, seeks to answer the following questions: 1. What is the classification
of the works in question and the placement of the hero and antihero in the images under study in relation to
other image elements? 2. What are the aesthetic aspects of the role of the hero and antihero in Tahmasbi's
Shahnameh? This research is fundamental in terms of its purpose and is in line with understanding the hero
and antihero in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and how they are represented in painting. The research method is
descriptive-analytical. Also The method of collecting information is library resources, online and taking notes
through two methods of written documents and observation. Therefore, considering the subject under study, a
research sample has been selected and examined purposefully. The method of analyzing the works is based on
the qualitative method. The method of analyzing the selected painting in this article is based on examining the
principles and rules of visualization used in the work, in the form and appearance of the painting based on the
visualization principles and analyzing the themes in the work. The results of the research indicate that
Ferdowsi's use of the symbolic aspects of themes and characters to express narratives, with various
mythological, religious, cultural and political goals, is the use of two positive and negative poles. Among the
most frequently mentioned cases in the Shahnameh are the hero and the anti-hero, which are among the obvious
tricks for the interpretation and presentation of these themes in both the literary text and the visual version
under study.

The conflict between anti-heroes and the heroic characters of the narratives in the Shahnameh, as well as the
behavior depicted in the illustrations of Tahmasbi's Shahnameh, contain signs for further understanding of
these two types of characters. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is one of the texts that has repeatedly dealt with these
two types of characters and describes and analyzes them in relation to the elements of the narrative. By
illustrating it by illustrators, these descriptions have taken on a different form. The illustration of this book
with an epic text has been presented with different qualities in each period. The visual qualities present in the
Tahmasbi version have made it stand out in comparison to other illustrated Shahnamehs, which was one of the
reasons for choosing this Shahnameh for this article. The role of the anti-hero in these illustrations has been
less researched, and it seems necessary to shed light on a part of Iranian history, culture, and art by recognizing
it.

The political, historical, social and cultural conditions prevailing in Iran during the Safavid period, with the
emergence of royal workshops and the attraction of the most outstanding painters from all over the country,
made the growth of painting and book design dependent on the ruling system of this period. Among the
numerous copies of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh illustrated in Iranian painting schools, none of them reach the
grandeur of the Shahnameh of Tahmasbi in terms of the number of sessions and the splendor of the images.
The Shahnameh of Tahmasbi is one of the most important works of Iranian painting, which has a high artistic
value. This book is of particular importance because it represents the new style and innovation of the painting
methods of Tabriz during the Safavid period. This copy also shows the growth and evolution of the painting
of the Tabriz Safavid school from its formation to its peak of maturity.

The role of the antihero emerges more in terms of activism and its opposition to the reformist performance of
the hero, which creates types of main, nominal and secondary antiheroes in the path of the hero's mission and
raises an aspect of the hero's mission. In other words, antiheroes are characters with characteristics and
temperaments contrary to the usual customs and habits of their time. The important point in studying the
characters of the hero and the antihero is to pay attention to the fact that a careful study of the hero and the
antihero will not be possible without considering the confrontation of the characters with each other and
recognizing the goals and obstacles that the main characters face with their opponents to achieve or overcome



the obstacles. Also, using the opposing character against the character or other characters creates and reveals
the quality, type and characteristics of all of them in a better way.

The hero creates the story and the story creates the hero. The events of the story are the character of the hero,
and the character of the hero is dealt with in turn in the course of events. The character of the hero is the seed
of a tree whose shadow is thought, its leaf is speech, and its burden is action. The hero or main character is an
ideal person in the thinking of nations who arouses the emotions of the audience towards him. The main hero
is at the center of the story and all events revolve around him. The hero is a brave, strong, and courageous
person who has the character of an Ahura, and who fights against oppression and injustice, and owes his victory
to divine assistance. The hero's power is such that he triumphs over all tricks. Characters who are alongside
the main character and are less important than him in the story are called secondary characters, who help the
main character achieve his goals. They advance the story and complicate it. In various incidents, secondary
characters play the role of the driving force. Secondary heroes, that is, the hero's helpers, are divided into four
groups based on character: human, animal, natural, and supernatural heroes.

Due to the epic nature of the literary text of the Shahnameh and the direct impact on the depiction and the
ambiguity of the way the themes are presented, the hero and the anti-hero are used with supernatural
characteristics, and the role of the anti-hero lacks beautiful elements and proportion from an aesthetic
perspective. As a result, in the illustrations under study, the relationship between the image and the main text
is meaningful for the audience.

Keywords: Safavid, painting, Shahnameh Tahmaspi, hero, antihero
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