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The publication and evolution of manuscripts of the Holy Quran have always been
of special interest throughout the history of the Islamic world and among Iranian
artists. The quality of manuscripts, calligraphy of the Holy Quran, and its
ornamentation and decorations have always been of interest in different historical
periods, and Iranian artists devoted all their attention and artistic talent to their holy
book. In the meantime, the study of the evolution of the decorations of manuscripts
of the Holy Quran, which is generally known as Tazhhib, has gone through a
seemingly similar process, but it has subtle differences that this article attempts to
examine these differences. This research attempts to answer the question of how the
differences in the decorations of manuscripts of the Holy Quran in Islimi and Khata'i
designs are defined. In the end, it is concluded that the Tazhhib decorations in Islimi
and Khata'i designs had the same function in the three copies of the 9th century AH,
as well as the symmetry of two facing pages and the use of blue and gold colors had
the same application, although a slight difference is seen in the intensity of the gold
and turquoise blue colors. The method of this research is analytical-descriptive and
library collection.

Cite this article Khani Oushani, Mahsa; Shad Qazvini, Parisa. Study of Islimi and Khattai Motifs in Illustrated Manuscripts of
the Holy Quran from the 9th Century AH, Visual Art Studies of IRAN, (2025), 2(1), 21-34.

© Khani Oushani, Mahsa; Shad Qazvini, Parisa.
DOI: 10.22111/jart.2025.50695.1069

Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7291-3640
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8964-7964

Extended Abstract

The publication and evolution of the manuscript of the Qur'an has always been of particular interest throughout
the history of the Islamic world and among Iranian artists, the quality of the manuscript, the calligraphy of the
Qur'an and its ornaments and decorations have always been of interest to various historical periods, and Iranian
artists devoted all their attention and artistic talent to their scriptures. Muslims consider the book of the Qur'an
to be a miracle of God and use the utmost care and effort in its layout, which is why the book of biblical layout
was of interest to artists. In addition to the importance of the Qur'an from a religious and religious point of
view, it is known as the best literary work in the world, which has had a great impact on the art schools of Iran,
and artists use their utmost art in its ornamentation. The manuscripts of the Qur'an play a very important role
in understanding the art of book-writing in the early centuries. Our knowledge of the art of this era is generally
based on the Qur'ans that have survived these days. The use of all kinds of elongated and decorative papers,
clever and precise geometric divisions in the process of spacing the plates, selecting the right line and
decorations for each part at the same time as beauty and perfection. The original ornament of the Qur'an,
generally called the adornment, was used on all pages of the book and was generally used on the cover. In
creating the role of the flower, abstract forms were used, inspired by the natural forms of flowers and plants,
forms of the Khatai and the Islamists, which combined together form the main role of the flower. Khatai's
motifs were generally decorated with cheerful and varied colors, and Islamic motifs were decorated with gold
and a Azure or turquoise background. During the Safavid period, these motifs are more commonly used in
book-Making. The book of the Quran in Iran in the ninth century AH, witnessed the peak of artistic flourishing
in the field of decorating, poetry, book painting and calligraphy. This period is one of the brightest periods in
the history of Islamic Art in Iran, where a combination of technical skill, artistic taste and religious beliefs was
found in the book. The Timurid period is one of the brightest periods in the history of Islamic Art in Iran, with
the flourishing of visual arts, especially in the field of book-Making. The cultural support of the Timurid
Sultans such as Shah Rukh Mirza, goharshad and especially baysankar Mirza, led to the dramatic growth of
calligraphy, decorative art, poetry and design of decorative motifs. The Qur'ans of this period are not only
sacred texts, but also unique works of art with complex and meaningful visual characteristics. In Timurid
Qur'ans, the general form of Pages is based on geometric principles, symmetry and balance between text and
decoration. The composition of the page usually consists of two-page headings with Suns and half-Suns,
precise tabulation with Golden Lines, Azure and sometimes black, bold margins with Islamic and Khatai,
verses with regular spacing and decorations of points and signs of dedication, the visual structure of this version
is often radial geometry, observed from center to sides in radial motifs, and in detailed pagination, horizontal
and vertical symmetry. These forms are a statement of the cosmic order and a regular manifestation of the
sacred meaning on the material surface.Islamic motifs in the Timurid Qur'ans are among the most important
decorative elements and include tablets, annotations, inscriptions of suras, framing around verses and Suns,
and a margin between tables. Timurid Islamic form and structural features have stems with soft, continuous
twists, with geometric knots.The use of snail leaves, abstract petals, radial motifs and emphasis on "movement"
and "extension", the infinite symbol and mystical flow of light and meaning of the forms are very visible. The
colors used in Islamic motifs are usually a variety of golden tone, usually for the main stems and branches,
Azure and turquoise colors: for the background or complement of gold, lacquered red, olive green and soft
purple: to highlight visual contrasts. Also, Islamic motifs in this period are not merely decoration, but a
thoughtful structure for the transmission of spiritual ciphers. In this study, it is detailed to examine the
decorative aspects in the Qur'anic version, with emphasis on Islamic motifs, Khatai, the use of colors, forms
and their aesthetic criticism. Islamic motifs in the margins and headlines of the Safavid period Qur'ans, with
regular twists and turns, soft spirals and their own geometric rhythm, carry symbolic concepts such as
immortality, the continuity of the occult and the cosmic order. These motifs, performed mainly in blue, blue,
gold and turquoise, gave a spiritual and transcendental atmosphere to the pages of the Qur'an. On the other
hand, the Khatai motifs with abstract flowers, buds and ornamental leaves, inspired by the idealistic nature,
contrasted and at the same time in interaction with the Islamists, added a lively and delicate dimension to the
visual composition. In the book of the Qur'an, the combination of colors also carried a load of meaning and art.
The golden color symbolized the divine light, the glory and holiness of the word of God, and was widely used
in the headlines, frames around verses and tableaux. The colors of Azure, lacquer, jade green and sometimes
garlic red were delicately placed next to each other to create a pleasant visual contrast. At the same time, the
use of gray or black as a complement was used to emphasize the readability and structural order of the lines.
In terms of form, the plates were geometrically and symmetrically arranged. Marginalizations, two-page
headings, tableaux and solar margins were the most important elements of the form that both organized the
visual structure of the page and added to the spirituality of the experience of reading the Quran. These forms
represent the connection of reason and beauty in Islamic art with precise geometric principles, such as central
symmetry, radial order and rhythmic repetition. The Qur'anic book of the ninth century.In Iran, it is not only a
manifestation of the technical perfection and artistic taste of artists of that era, but also a ritual of mystical
thought, Divine Order, and spiritual perception of the world. This sacred art, by combining Islamic and Khatai
decorations, the precise use of color and form, and the link between calligraphy and image, is one of the
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irreplaceable masterpieces of the world. In the editions of the Quran, Islamic motifs with regular twists and
special geometric rhythms, and Khatai motifs with imaginary flowers and ornamental leaves, are harmoniously
used in the margins and headings. These motifs not only create visual beauty, but also carry symbolic concepts
such as inferiority and cosmic order. The use of gold, blue, turquoise, purple and pink colors in these versions
Shows special attention to color combinations to create a pleasant visual contrast and emphasize the spiritual
and spiritual aspects of the Qur'an. The pages of the Qur'an are designed with a geometric and symmetrical
structure. Marginalizations, two-

page tablets, tableaux and solar margins are the most important elements of the form that add to the visual
order and spirituality of the Qur'an reading experience. The Khatai motifs in the Timurid Qur'ans play a
complementary and sometimes independent role, which includes imaginary flowers mixed with reality: such
as roses, tulips, daffodils, petals and mythological leaves and abstract buds. The important feature of Khatai in
the Timorese is the distance from objective naturalism. Paintings that are represented mentally, ideally and
symbolically. In the meantime, the evolution of the ornamentation of the manuscript of the Quran has gone
through a similar process, but it has nuances that this article tries to examine these differences. This study tries
to answer the question of how is the difference between the ornamentation of the manuscript of the Quran
defined in Islamic and Khatai motifs. At the end, it is concluded that the decorations of the decorations in
Islamic and Khatai motifs in the three editions of the 9th century. It has the same function, as well as the
symmetry of the two opposite plates and the use of blue and gold colors, although there is a slight difference
in the intensity of the golden and turquoise blue colors. The method of this research is descriptive analysis and
the method of compilation is Library.
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