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Through a structured examination and analysis of any text, whether
written or visual, the narrativity of the work can be analyzed and
evaluated. From Gérard Genette's perspective, "theme" refers to the
type of discourse employed by the narrator, while "tone" pertains to
the narrator's attitude or emotional quality in the narrative. The
"theme" determines the direction of the "tone." The 1960s in Iran
marked a search for artistic identity intertwined with nativist and
nationalist sentiments in contemporary Iranian art, ultimately leading
to the formation of the "Saqqakhaneh Movement." The significance of
this movement lies, firstly, in its novel approach to the tension between
tradition and modernity, resulting in a new form of art, and secondly,
in its reference to Iranian-Islamic visual, religious, and architectural
traditions to establish a unique conceptual and practical framework.
This research aims to analyze the works of Sagqakhaneh artists from
the perspective of Gérard Genette's "theme" and "tone," using a
descriptive-analytical method and a comparative approach, with
narratology as the foundational theory. It appears that the works of
Saqqakhaneh artists exhibit a lack of alignment and coherence in
"theme" and "tone." Conducted through a descriptive-analytical
method and a comparative approach, based on library and documentary
sources, this study seeks to answer the question: How can "theme" and
"tone," from Genette's perspective, be explained in the works of
Saqqakhaneh artists? The findings indicate that while the works of
Saqqakhaneh artists share a common "theme" aligned with Iranian-
Islamic identity, the "tone" of each artist's work carries a distinct and
personal quality .
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Extended Abstract

The modernist Sagqakhaneh school marks the beginning of a new era in Iranian painting and has had
a significant influence on subsequent artistic movements. Saqqakhaneh artists, with an awareness of
their historical context, achieved a balance between personal expression and the characteristics of
modernism while simultaneously engaging with issues of identity an identity infused with
nationalist, traditionalist, religious, and folkloric sentiments (Hosseinirad & Khalili, 2012). It seems
that the Saqqakhaneh artists had a clear understanding of the transformations within modern art and
the historical situation shaped by the elements of time and place. They opened a path that the artistic
traditions of the past were no longer capable of continuing. In narrating their works, Saqqakhaneh
painters returned to elements of Iranian national identity and tradition, selecting a tone appropriate
for this moment of modernist renewal. Each artist chose a tone suited to the narrative elements of
their work. This study aims to critically analyze these aspects through the narratological framework
of Gérard Genette, particularly focusing on the concepts of mode and tone.

The French term narratology, meaning “the study of narrative,” was coined by Tzvetan Todorov in
his book Grammaire du Décaméron (1969). Later, other structuralist narratologists such as Greimas
and Genette made substantial contributions to expanding the boundaries of narratology (Herman,
2009, p. 30). By analyzing various texts through a structuralist approach, one can access their deep
structures. Through the systematic and structured analysis of any kind of text—written or visual—
the narrative quality of the work can be assessed.

Accordingly, Genette’s structuralist theory has been employed in this study to evaluate a group of
narrative-based works from the modernist Saqqakhaneh school, which represents the emergence of a
new chapter in Iranian painting. As previously mentioned, Saqqakhaneh artists revisited traditional
and national elements, adopting tones that corresponded with the modernist nature of the period. Each
artist selected a tone appropriate to the narrative elements present in their work. Therefore, this paper
seeks to critique and analyze these aspects using Genette’s concepts of mode and tone.

In a broader sense, if we are to interpret the meaning of mode in the context of Saqqakhaneh artworks,
it can be linked to two fundamental aspects of the school: opposition to Western influence and a return
to the self. This return is essentially synonymous with the notion of identity. Saqqakhaneh artists paid
particular attention to identity in its various forms, including tradition, nationality, and religion. Thus,
it can be argued that the dominant mode in Saqqakhaneh artworks is the pursuit of Iranian identity.

Regarding tone, it generally relates to the style, visual aesthetic, color, and technique employed in the
artwork. In effect, it is the mode that directs and shapes the tone. Therefore, if we have reached a
consensus that the mode in Saqqakhaneh is rooted in Iranian identity, the question then arises: is the
tone used to express this identity consistent with what we observe in the visual compositions of
Saqqakhaneh artists?
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The variety of visual and technical strategies used by these artists in presenting their work has led to

a range of tonal expressions in their art. The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical,
adopting a comparative approach grounded in Genette’s theory to read and analyze mode and tone in
the works of Saqqakhaneh artists. The research seeks to answer the following question: How can
Genette’s concepts of mode and tone be interpreted and explained in the context of Saqqakhaneh art?

To achieve this, data collection has been documentary, drawing from library and online sources. The
artworks were purposefully selected from among Saqqakhaneh artists, continuing until theoretical
saturation was reached.
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1. Gérard Genette
2. Theme

3. Tone (Mood)
4.

Narratology
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Tzvetan Todorov

Algirdas Julien Greimas
Linguistics

Ernst Cassirer

9. Narrative time

10. Order

11. Continuation of the narrative
12. Repetition

13. Frequency

14. Point of view

15. Focalization

16. External Focalization

17. Interal Focalization

18. Joan Miro

19. Paul Klee
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