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The study of people's daily life is one of the most important aspects of photography
during the Naser, because many photographers began to record the court life and the
everyday life of the street and market people with their cameras. Antoine Khan
Suryogin, Ernest Holster and Ali Khan Vali are the most important photographers.
Suryugin is an Iranian photographer of Russian descent Holster a German
photographer and Ali Khan Vali, an Iranian photographer, was born in Tehran. This
research intends to examine aspects of the context and quality of the Iranian ecosystem
based on the photographs of these three photographers, in order to answer the question
of how social history analysis in the photographs can lead to a more accurate
understanding of the photographic content of the works, which will lead to a better
understanding of their time. Examining some ethnographic aspects of the photos can
represent the social life of Iran in the Qajar period? The results of the research show
that many of thesephotos emphasize daily activities, jobs, religious and cultural
traditions, religiousminorities, houses, and clothing, and include various layers of the
society structure, social system, working conditions, and lifestyle. The photos of these
threephotographers have a direct and important connection with the social life of
thelranian people and have played a fundamental role in recording and documenting
social and cultural changes.
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Extended Abstract

The Naseri era (1848—1896) was a significant period in Iranian history, characterized by profound
socio-political transformations and cultural developments. One of the most important means of
documenting this period was the emergence of photography, which became a valuable medium for
representing social dynamics and ethnic diversity. Photography in Iran developed largely due to the
interest of Naser al-Din Shah, and many photographers during the Naseri period documented both
court life and the everyday experiences of ordinary people in streets and bazaars. Photography in
the Naseri era functioned as a visual narrative that portrayed daily life, customs, and traditions
among various Iranian communities. These photographs, often commissioned by the royal court or
foreign travelers, reflected not only the artistic sensibilities of the time but also a growing interest
in social documentation.

Prominent photographers such as Antoin Sevruguin, Ernst Hoeltzer, and Ali Khan Vali used this
medium to capture a wide range of subjects, from rural landscapes and local communities to urban
environments displaying the evolving architecture and fashions of the time. One of the major
significances of these photographs lies in their ability to challenge preconceived notions of Iranian
identity. Portraits and candid images reveal a rich tapestry of cultural practices that demonstrate the
coexistence of modernity and tradition within Iranian society. Moreover, these images served not
only as a means of artistic expression but also as reflections of changing social norms shaped by
Western influences and internal reform movements.

Indeed, the history of photography may be compared to an underground city filled with
corridors and labyrinths. The surviving photographs from the Qajar period have made a significant
contribution to the preservation of the visual culture and social history of this era. Photographs
from the Naseri period constitute a vital historical source that encapsulates the complexities of
Iranian life during a period of transition. While preserving the visual heritage of a nation moving
toward modernization, these images also provide essential insights into the cultural identity and
social structure of the time. Through the lens of these early photographers, a deeper understanding
of the past can be achieved—one that continues to shape contemporary perceptions of Iranian
society.

By analyzing these images as visual documents alongside written sources, it becomes possible
to examine the social conditions of the Naseri era and uncover hidden dimensions of Iranian
society that have often been neglected in conventional historiography. The main question of the
present study is: how has the analysis of social history in ethnographic images contributed to a
better understanding of the content of photographs from the Naseri era? Furthermore, how does
ethnography in these images illustrate the nature of social life in Iran during the Qajar period?
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