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Abstract

Objective: Nation-State building, as a key process in sustainable development,
plays a significant role in creating identity and social cohesion. The main
objective of this research is to examine what scenarios are conceivable for Iran's
future in the process of nation-state building towards sustainable development,
under the influence of social, economic, historical, geographical, environmental,
political, and cultural contexts. Furthermore, the research will examine the
challenges and opportunities that exist along this path, to pave the way for
positive transformation in the country.

Method: To access the layers and dimensions of the subject, qualitative content
analysis was used. Data was categorized using an inductive approach and
examined and classified through exploratory factor analysis. This research
utilizes a futurology approach and the scenario planning method of Peter
Schwartz.

Results: The drivers of nation-building with a sustainable development approach
were categorized into seven main groups, comprising 77 components. After
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examining the influential factors and drivers, 14 impactful components affecting
nation-building were extracted with the opinion of experts. A questionnaire,
based on the existing literature and experts' insights, was distributed amongst 291
university professors to investigate the relationship between these components
and the state-nation relationship.

Conclusion: Probable scenarios were identified and extracted into four zones: the
red zone (crisis), the yellow zone (warning), the gray zone (void), and finally, the
green zone (ideal). Based on this, policies related to each probable scenario were
written.

Keywords: Nation-building, Nation-building scenario, nation-state relations
Sustainable Development, development scenario.
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