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War is one of the issues that has always attracted the attention of artists, and
artists from different artistic disciplines have addressed this issue in
different ways. Shadi Ghadirian is one of the prominent Iranian
photographers who has created impressive works in the field of staged and
conceptual photography. In the photo series Nil, Nil, he addressed the issue
of war and its impact on women, and tried to depict this human issue by
emphasizing signs. One of the important features of his works is the
emphasis on signs in order to create social concepts, and one of the most
efficient approaches in reading these photographs is the semiotic approach.
The questions in this research are what concepts do the signs in the series
NiLNil evoke, and how are the effects of war on women expressed in this
series. The goal is to decode the signs in this series and explain their
semantic implications. The research method in this research is descriptive-
analytical, and the required information was collected using a library
method. The researcher's hypothesis is that women, despite being less often
on the front lines of war, are not immune to its psychological trauma. The
conclusion of this study indicates that although women have been exposed
to war more indirectly than men, war has left its negative effects on their
lives and their psyches in every moment. They also play the greatest role in
maintaining peace at home and in their families during wartime.
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Extended Abstract

War is one of the issues that has consistently attracted the attention of artists, and practitioners across
various artistic disciplines have addressed this subject in different ways. Shadi Ghadirian is one of
Iran’s prominent photographers who has created influential works in the fields of staged and
conceptual photography. In her photographic series Nil, Nil (Nothing, Nothing), she addresses the issue
of war and its impact on women, emphasizing signs and symbols in an attempt to depict this human
concern. One of the most significant characteristics of her works is the emphasis on signs in the
construction of social meanings, and one of the most effective approaches for interpreting these
photographs is semiotics.

In this study, the photographs are examined through the semiotic theory of Roland Barthes, the
French semiotician. From Barthes’s perspective, semiotics is concerned with the study of meaning-
producing signs. According to him, every photograph is constructed through two types of meaning
references: direct reference and indirect (connotative) reference. Direct reference denotes a one-to-one
relationship, a reference whose signification is generally agreed upon by all viewers. Indirect reference,
by contrast, reveals the sensory, mental, and emotional meanings associated with a sign.

The research seeks to answer the following questions: What concepts are evoked by the signs
present in the Nil, Nil series, and how are the effects of war on women represented in this collection?
The aim is to decode the signs embedded in the series and to elucidate their semantic implications. The
study employs a descriptive—analytical method, and the required data have been collected through
library-based research. The photographs are first described in detail and subsequently analyzed from
the perspective of Roland Barthes’s semiotic theory.

The researcher’s hypothesis is that although women are less directly involved in war zones and
battlefields, they are not immune to its psychological consequences. The findings of the study indicate
that, although women have encountered war more indirectly than men, war has nevertheless left its
negative effects on every moment of their daily lives and has inflicted profound psychological and
emotional damage upon them. Furthermore, during times of war, women play the most significant role
in maintaining domestic stability and preserving the well-being of family members.
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