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Abstract

Objective: What challenges does public policymaking face in the field of water
governance today, how effective are they for water governance, and how can
those challenges be overcome, are significant issues for governments. Therefore,
the purpose of this research is to identify and prioritize the challenges of public
policymaking in the water governance sector of Mazandaran province.

Methods: The method of this research is based on Structural MICMAC analysis,
which allows for the analysis of causal and structural relationships between
policy challenges. Although this method is usually used to identify drivers in
futures studies, in this article we have used it with the aim of understanding the
systemic relationship and the degree of effectiveness and mutual acceptance of
the challenges. Also, the statistical population of this study is 18 experts in water
governance policy issues, consisting of managers and senior experts in regional
water and crisis management in Mazandaran. The data for this study were
collected through structured interviews and a qualitative questionnaire with a
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score from 0 to 3 according to the Mi'kmaqg matrix. Data analysis was also based
on the output of the Mi'kmaq software.

Results: The research findings indicate that the challenges of lack of government
oversight over executive agencies, water distribution management, unprincipled
dam construction, destruction and degradation of aquatic ecosystems, and lack of
coherence of the involved agencies were ranked 1 to 5 in terms of influence,
respectively, and wastewater management and reduction of renewable water were
ranked last.

Conclusions: Identifying challenges and addressing their solutions in order of
priority can help Mazandaran water policymakers to take effective measures in
partnership and cooperation with other governmental and non-governmental
organizations and stakeholders to address water governance challenges at the
county, provincial, and inter-basin levels.
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