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Revisionist perspectives maintain that Islam was originally a
Judeo-Christian movement that emerged in more northern regions
and was later rewritten by the Abbasids as a religion centered on
Article history: Mecca; therefore, reliance on Islamic sources for examining the
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Key word: The findings indicate that political instability caused by internal
Revisionism, divisions, familial rivalries, and regional rebellions had weakened
Origins of Islam, the cohesion of the caliphate. The vast geographical extent of the

empire, together with the cultural and political diversity of non-
Arab societies, made narrative homogenization impossible.
Moreover, religious and ethnic diversity among Arabs had led to
Quran, the formation of independent narrative networks. In addition,
Material Evidence. political, commercial, and cultural interactions with the
Byzantines, Persians, and Armenians enhanced widespread
awareness of the traditional Islamic narrative. Material evidence,
including early discovered Qur’anic manuscripts and Umayyad
inscriptions, also confirms the early consolidation of Islamic
identity and the existence of these obstacles. The overall
conclusion is that structural constraints and material evidence
severely limit and render highly implausible the possibility of the
Abbasids fabricating or rewriting the history of Islam.
Introduction

Revisionist views on the origins of Islam, advanced since the
1970s by some scholars such as Patricia Crone, Michael Cook,

Abbasid Caliphate,
Confirmation of the
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Christoph Luxenberg, and Dan Gibson, have challenged the
traditional narrative of Islam’s emergence in Mecca and Medina
and the stabilization of the Qur’anic text in the first Islamic
century. These views, which are rooted in a critical approach to
Islamic sources, claim that early Islamic history, religious texts,
and historical narratives were largely fabricated, reconstructed, or
rewritten during the Abbasid period. Such claims not only
challenge Islamic identity and reduce Islam to a Judeo-Christian
movement, but also call into question the credibility of Islamic
narratives themselves. As a result, any response that relies on
Islamic sources encounters a dead end, since these very sources
are considered compromised by revisionists. In other words,
because the revisionist perspective regards the Islamic tradition
and its sources as products of Abbasid fabrication, they cannot be
used to refute revisionist claims, making it necessary to turn to
other forms of evidence. Revisionists argue that the Abbasids, by
employing their  political, cultural, and institutional
infrastructures, created or modified narratives in order to redefine
Islamic identity and legitimize their caliphate; thus, Islamic
sources are themselves the outcome of this process. This study
therefore seeks to assess the plausibility of this claim by relying
on non-Islamic sources and certain material evidence, and to
determine whether the Abbasids in fact possessed such a capacity.
This issue is significant because the traditional Islamic narrative—
locating Islam’s origins in Mecca and the stabilization of the
Qur’an in the first Islamic century—is also corroborated by non-
Islamic sources.

Materials and Methods

The research methodology relies on qualitative analysis of
contemporary and later non-Islamic sources, including the
chronicles of Zugnin, Theophanes, Michael the Syrian, Lewond,
and Sebeos. These independent sources provide insights into the
political, cultural, and religious structure of the Abbasid Empire.
Additionally, material evidence such as Quranic manuscripts and
inscriptions is examined. This combined approach enables a
comprehensive analysis of the obstacles faced by the Abbasids in
rewriting Islamic history.

Discussion of Results

The Abbasid Empire faced numerous obstacles in attempting to
consolidate a single narrative and rewrite the history of Islam.
Political instability resulting from internal divisions, familial
rivalries—such as the revolt of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ali—and regional
uprisings in Khurasan and Mosul weakened the cohesion of the
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caliphate and deprived it of the ability to impose a unified
narrative. These instabilities, ranging from Umayyad resistance in
al-Andalus to Kharijite rebellions, disrupted central control.
Moreover, the vast geographical expanse of the Abbasid Empire,
stretching from Spain to the borders of China, combined with the
cultural and political diversity of non-Arab societies such as the
Persians, Armenians, and Copts, rendered narrative
homogenization impossible. These communities, by preserving
their local traditions, texts, and rituals, maintained independent
cultural networks that resisted Abbasid influence. Religious and
ethnic diversity among the Arabs themselves—including the Alid
families and their supporters, the Kharijites with their
exclusionary doctrines, and tribes adhering to traditional and pre-
Islamic beliefs—further strengthened independent narrative
networks. The Alids, by preserving oral and written traditions
concerning the virtues of the family of Imam ‘Ali, and the
Kharijites, by promoting their doctrines in peripheral regions,
prevented the imposition of an Abbasid narrative. Tribal groups,
through their adherence to distinct ethnic identities, likewise
obstructed narrative standardization.

In addition, political, commercial, and cultural interactions with
the Byzantines, Persians, and Armenians—from peace
negotiations and prisoner exchanges to trade along the Silk
Road—had fostered widespread awareness among non-Muslims
of the traditional Islamic narrative, with its origins in Mecca and
the stabilization of the Qur’an in the first Islamic century. These
interactions expanded independent information networks and
made large-scale narrative distortion impossible. The Byzantines
were informed of the Islamic narrative through theological
debates, the Persians through trade, and the Armenians through
political negotiations.

Furthermore, material evidence—including the San‘a’,
Birmingham, and Topkapi Qur’anic manuscripts, as well as
Umayyad inscriptions such as those of the Dome of the Rock and
the Great Mosque of Damascus—confirms the early consolidation
of Islamic identity. These manuscripts and inscriptions, dating
back to the first Islamic century, demonstrate that the Qur’anic
text and Islamic identity had been established across diverse
regions prior to the Abbasids, making coordinated fabrication
exceedingly difficult.

Overall, political, geographical, ethnic, and religious obstacles,
together with multilateral interactions and material evidence,
severely constrained the Abbasids’ ability to fabricate or rewrite
the history of Islam. Political instability, cultural and religious
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diversity, and independent narrative networks among both Arabs
and non-Arabs, along with widespread awareness of the
traditional Islamic narrative among non-Muslim societies, would
have thwarted any attempt at large-scale distortion. Consequently,
the combination of these factors supports the early consolidation
of Islamic identity and the Qur'an in accordance with the
traditional narrative as reflected in Islamic sources, and poses a
serious challenge to revisionist hypotheses.

Conclusions

Overall, the evidence indicates that the Abbasids lacked both the
capacity and the conditions necessary to fabricate or
comprehensively rewrite the history of Islam. Political instability,
vast geography, and deep cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity
within the empire prevented the imposition of a single,
coordinated narrative. Independent Arab and non-Arab networks,
sustained interactions with neighboring civilizations, and early
material evidence—such as Qur’anic manuscripts and Umayyad
inscriptions—further confirm the early consolidation of Islamic
identity and the Qur an prior to Abbasid rule. Consequently, these
factors seriously undermine revisionist claims and lend strong
support to the traditional account of Islam’s origins.
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