Journal of Visual Art Studies

An Analysis of Narrative Patterns in the Works of Pioneers of Contemporary
Iranian Painting Within the Framework of Simpson’s “Theory of Point of View”

Mehdi Parastar Shahri

1. Corresponding author Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Arts, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University,
Hamedan, Iran. Email: parastar@basu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Scientific Research
Article

Article history:
Received:
25 December 2023

Received in revised form:

27 May 2024
Accepted:
26 June 2024

Keywords:
Structuralism
Narratology
Narrative Pattern
Pioneers of
Contemporary
Iranian Painting
Simpson’s Theory of
Point of View.

In the tradition of Iranian painting, narrative patterns have been based
on the most esteemed literary texts. These patterns underwent
significant transformation with the advent of modernism in Iranian
painting. The present research aims to analyze, identify, and delineate
the narrative patterns in the works of pioneers of contemporary Iranian
painting during the 1940s and 1950s, based on Simpson’s “Theory of
Point of View.” This theory comprises spatial point of view, temporal
point of view, and psychological point of view. Accordingly, the
research question is formulated as follows: How can the narrative
patterns in the works of pioneers of contemporary Iranian painting be
explained within the framework of Simpson’s “Theory of Point of
View”? Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative
approach, this study examines selected works gathered through
documentary and library research, as well as direct observation. Based
on the findings and evaluations, the results indicate that the narrative
pattern in the works of the pioneers of contemporary Iranian painting
(1940s and 1950s) is primarily based on psychological point of view
and distinct personal expression. This reflects a greater tendency
among modernist Iranian painters toward technical and executive
experimentation. The narrative pattern in the works of Jalil Ziapour,
Javad Hamidi, and Ahmad Esfandiari exhibits a coherent narrative
tone, emphasizing psychological point of view. However, this
coherence, as a narrative model among other painters of these two
decades, is accompanied by fragmentation and disjunction in the point
of view.
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Extended Abstract

The beginning of the process of painting in the history of Iranian visual art was based on written literature.
Literature is included different aspects such as religion, history, customs, laws and traditions, and many others.
In this territory, therefore, literature is the most popular subject that is offered and found so as many people
follow it. Meanwhile, painting has been put alongside the literature to reach high levels. The narrative patterns
used in Iranian painting have been based on the most sumptuous literary texts. In addition to the connection
with the text and story, the narratives have universal and influential messages. In the juxtaposition of literary
narratives and consequently visual narratives in the history of Iranian visual art, it has had a familiar, diverse
and structured effect. The procedure of the Iranian artists in the field of literature increased their need to get
familiar with the literary language and conform to the literary narratives. These two forms of artistic creation
are closely related not only in terms of insight but also in terms of aesthetics, and imagery in both is
corresponded together. On the other hand, the evolution in literature has also had an equivalent effect on
miniature, and the diversity and eye-catching expansion of Iranian miniature, with its dependence on precious
literary texts, has always shown itself to be valuable and brilliant. The harmony between literary narratives,
historical narratives and finally pictorial narratives has brought a unique and prominent collection in the
tradition of Iranian pictorial art for years; A tradition that, in addition to expressing the desired literary pre-
texts as best as possible, caused the creation of more lasting visual pre-texts in the history of Iranian art. With
the arrival of modernism, and of course, the separation of Iranian painters and their patrons from literary texts,
gradually the emergence and influence of narratives different from the traditional literary-pictorial narratives
can be seen in Iranian painting art. This rupture caused the beginning of the replacement of modern and post-
modern narratives unrelated to lIranian art and society. In Art of Modernism, Sandro Becola describes the
criteria of his research on modernism in Western painting, which is based on three main theses: The first thesis
- combining the objective and the subjective matter is the determining condition of any artistic experience. The
second thesis - Modernism as an independent cultural era with a specific paradigm begins around 1870 and
shows a coherent, continuous and meaningful evolution. The third thesis - the evolution of modernism art is
characterized by four fundamental attitudes (realistic, structural, romantic and symbolic) (Bekola, 2017: 13).
What can be considered in Bekola's analysis is the structurality of the evolution of modernism in Western
painting. Iranian painting in the 20s to 30s achieved different works from the past traditions. These
achievements were mostly in the direction of modern recognizing in technique and execution. The creation of
modernist works was not done based on the society's origin and needs or development of creativity and
innovation. In fact, the contemporary artist promoted these new trends in order to present himself in global
interactions. Modernist developments that were not continuous and interpreted this new trend in contemporary
Iranian painting without observing the structures of modernism and with a wrong definition. This caused the
modernist painter to pay attention to visual aesthetic and neglect the content of the work. The contemporary
Iranian painter was no longer the narrator of the tradition and his different point of view towards the upcoming
phenomena. It seems that the current situation of Iranian contemporary painting is completely devoid of
narrative, custom and history (Afsarian, 1394: 222). Not modifying this growing trend will certainly cause a
lot of damage to Iran's image system. In this research, using the framework of Simpson’s "narrative point of
view" theory, while drawing the image of the narrative method in contemporary Iranian painting (20s to 30s),
has been investigated and analyzed the source of painters' creativity, and it's a cue for better seeing the
narratives in the visual and growing society of Iran. Based on the scientific and generalizable narrative
framework and model that like learning the principles and basics of painting can open its way to contemporary
art discussions as in the past, this question has been formulated: How can it be explained the narrative model
in the works of the pioneers of contemporary Iranian painting in the framework of Simpson's "narrative
perspective"? This research is theoretically useful for artists, students and researchers in the art field, and from
a practical point of view, it will be functional for the creators and artists in the painting field. In terms of its
purpose, this article is fundamental theoretical and belongs to the category of qualitative research based on the
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content analysis approach. Collecting the required information is through documentary based and desk
research through observation of works. The tool for collecting information is computer scanning equipment
and identifiers and viewing the collected works.

The research community consists of 100 examples of the pioneers' works of contemporary Iranian painting in
the 20s and 30s, among which 13 works by eight artists were selected in a purposeful way. In the first step, the
review and collection of literature review has been done. After explaining Simpson's views on "narrative
perspective", the characteristics of the research population are explained and the selected works are analyzed.
Based on the analysis, the findings of the research in examining the narrative pattern in the pioneers' works of
contemporary Iranian painting (20s and 30s) in the context of Simpson's narrative point of view show that
from a spatial perspective, the works of Ziapour, Hamidi, Esfandiari, Javadipour and Ameri, have a specific
position, while the works of Yektai, Pezeshknia and Kazemi have an uncertain spatiality. In relation to
temporality, except in the works of Yektai, Pezeshknia and Kazemi, other works have a representation of the
process of time and usually are expressed by color. The interesting point in the time view formed by Hossein
Kazemi is the retrospective approach. Also, the psychological approach formed in the works of Ziapour,
Hamidi, Esfandiari, Yektaei, Pezeshknia and Kazemi has been emphasized and has led to the creation of a
personal narrative tone. However, based on the theoretical framework of the research, in some works, the lack
of connection between the spatial and temporal perspectives has caused distress and incoherent narrative tone.
The works of Javadipour and Ameri have a consistent narrative tone, while they have not presented a distinct
and new psychological perspective. In the end, the narrative model in the works of Jalil Ziapour, Javad Hamidi
and Ahmad Esfandiari can be considered successful in terms of Simpson's narrative perspective. In addition to
respecting the spatial and temporal perspective, these works have a consistent narrative tone and the painter
was able to create personal and distinctive works by emphasizing the psychological perspective. Considering
that in this research, the analysis of Iranian contemporary paintings in the 20s and 30s is based on Simpson's
narrative perspective, it is possible to analyze and evaluate the other artists' works and periods of Iranian
contemporary painting in other researches, and this issue can be useful in order to know more about different
works and analysis.
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