b -
54 University of

g der 4

Q?% Sistan and Baluchestan

AU

Journal of Historical Researches of Iran and Islam Print ISSN: 2345-2099 %

Online ISSN: 2717-2953 %< &

The Theological Relations of Iragi and Iranian Scholars during the Reign of
Oljaitl :A Case Study of the Relations between the Family of Allama al-Hilli and

Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadan

Ebrahim Noei? =

1.Associate Professor, Faculty of Theology and Religions, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran Email: E_noei@sbu.ac.ir

Article Info

Extended Abstract

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Avrticle history:
Received: 23Augu 2025
Received in revised
form:30Augu 2025
Accepted:27 Oct02025
Publishedonline:
6Nove2025

Key word:

Iran,

Iraq,

Allama al-Hilli,
Fakhr al-Muhaqqgiqin,
Khwaja Rashid al-Din
Fadl Allah Hamadani,
Oljaitii (Uljaytu),
scholarly relations,

Abstract

The cultural and scholarly relationship between Iran and Iraq after the
advent of Islam has consistently represented a distinguished example of
religious coexistence and cultural affinity. One of the most remarkable
manifestations of this cultural interaction is reflected in the connections
between Allama al-Hilli and his son Fakhr al-Muhaqqiqgin, as
representatives of the Shi‘i jurists of al-Hillah, and Khwaja Rashid al-Din
Fadl Allah Hamadani, the Iranian vizier of the Ilkhanid court. Despite the
significant intellectual and religious differences between these two
prominent historical figures—one associated with Shi‘i scholarship and the
other with Sunni traditions—scholarly and cultural relations existed
between them. Accordingly, the present study seeks to examine the nature
and dimensions of the scholarly, cultural, and intellectual interactions
among Allama al-Hilli, Fakhr al-Muhaqqgigin, and Khwaja Rashid al-Din
Fadl Allah Hamadani. It also explores how this relationship served as a
model of scholarly coexistence and intellectual engagement among
thinkers with differing religious and cultural backgrounds.

Drawing upon surviving manuscripts, scholarly licenses (ijazat),
correspondence, and the published works of these figures, this study
analyzes the various dimensions of their relationship. The principal
hypothesis is that the connection among these scholars and intellectuals
extended beyond a merely personal or political relationship and constituted
a successful example of scholarly interaction, tolerance, and cultural
dialogue within Islamic civilization. Employing a historical methodology
based on the description and analysis of documentary evidence, the
findings demonstrate that the historical experience of these figures, despite
their religious and intellectual differences, provides a valuable model for
promoting dialogue, cultural convergence, and mutual understanding
among Islamic societies in the contemporary era. For this reason, it
deserves renewed attention and reexamination.
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Examining the scholarly and intellectual relations among prominent
figures of the Ilkhanid period constitutes one of the most significant topics
in the history of Islamic thought during the seventh and eighth centuries
AH (thirteenth and fourteenth centuries CE). Among these relationships,
the connection between Allama al-Hilli, his son Fakhr al-Muhaqgqigin, and
Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadani occupies a distinctive
position. As three influential figures in jurisprudence, theology, and the
scientific and political life of the llkhanid era, their interactions represent
not merely personal or political connections but rather a noteworthy
example of engagement between Shi‘i jurisprudence, Iranian bureaucratic
culture, and the multi-sectarian scholarly environment of the Ilkhanid
period.

As one of the most distinguished Shi‘i jurists and theologians, Allama al-
Hilli played a crucial role in consolidating and expanding the position of
Shi‘ism within the intellectual and religious framework of the Ilkhanid
state following his arrival at the Ilkhanid court during the reign of Sultan
Muhammad Khudabanda (Oljaitii). In contrast, Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fadl
Allah Hamadani, the eminent scholar-statesman and vizier, despite his
affiliation with Sunni Islam, adopted an open, scholarly, and dialogical
approach toward Shi‘i thought. He helped create an intellectual atmosphere
in which scholarly exchange among different religious schools and
intellectual traditions became possible.

Fakhr al-Muhaqgiqin, as the continuator of his father's scholarly legacy,
also played an active role within this intellectual network. Through
correspondence, the formulation of scholarly questions, and the reception
of learned responses from Rashid al-Din, he contributed significantly to
the development of this academic interaction. Consequently, the study of
these relationships provides valuable insights into the scholarly, religious,
and cultural dynamics of the llkhanid period.

Material & Methods

This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach based on the
examination of historical sources, biographical (rijal) literature, scholarly
treatises, and extant manuscript materials. The primary focus has been
placed on the works of Allama al-Hilli, the treatises of Khwaja Rashid al-
Din Fadl Allah Hamadani, and historical accounts relating to the scholarly
interactions between these two figures and Allama al-Hilli’s son, Fakhr al-
Muhaqgiqin.

In this research, historical texts were subjected to content analysis in order
to identify and examine various forms of scholarly relationships, modes of
interaction, the nature of questions and responses exchanged, and the ways
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in which these interactions were reflected in written works. The collected
data were further classified according to the type of relationship
involved—educational, epistolary, critical, supportive, and translational—
so that the pattern of interaction among these three figures could be
analyzed in a systematic manner.

In addition, a comparative analysis of Shi‘i and Sunni sources was
conducted to determine the degree of convergence and divergence in their
portrayal of these relationships. Ultimately, the study seeks to reconstruct
a network of scholarly interactions which, extending beyond individual
connections, reflects the broader structure of knowledge production and
intellectual exchange during the Ilkhanid period.

Discussion of Results

The findings of this study indicate that the relationship among Allama al-
Hilli, Fakhr al-Muhaqqigin, and Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah
Hamadani encompassed several fundamental dimensions.

First, there was a dimension of scholarly respect and mutual esteem.
Numerous sources indicate that Rashid al-Din referred to Allama al-Hilli
with expressions of profound respect, regarding him as one of the foremost
scholars and sages of his age. Likewise, Allama al-Hilli viewed Rashid al-
Din as a learned statesman and an intellectual authority, and on certain
occasions referred complex scholarly questions to him. This level of
mutual respect demonstrates the ability of the scholarly community of the
period to transcend sectarian boundaries.

Second, there was a significant dimension of scholarly correspondence and
intellectual exchange. An important aspect of their relationship took shape
through the formulation of theological, philosophical, and natural-
scientific questions by Allama al-Hilli and Fakhr al-Muhaqgiqin, and the
responses provided by Rashid al-Din. These inquiries addressed topics
such as the relationship between infallibility (‘ismah) and knowledge, the
interpretation of prophetic traditions, natural phenomena such as light and
shadow, and theological disagreements among various intellectual schools.
Rashid al-Din’s responses were generally accompanied by philosophical
and exegetical analyses and, in some cases, were incorporated into his
official writings.

Third, there was a dimension of knowledge preservation and transmission.
Rashid al-Din was not merely a respondent to scholarly inquiries; he also
played an active role in recording and disseminating Allama al-Hilli’s
ideas. He reproduced some of Allama’s views verbatim in his own works
and, in certain instances, translated Allama’s independent writings into
Persian and incorporated them into his collections of treatises. This reflects
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both the high scholarly standing that Allama enjoyed in Rashid al-Din’s
view and Rashid al-Din’s broader effort to make scholarly knowledge
accessible within administrative and courtly circles.

Fourth, there was an educational dimension centered on scholarly
gatherings and teaching activities. Historical reports indicate that Allama
al-Hilli attended some of Rashid al-Din’s scholarly sessions and even
recorded and summarized portions of his lectures and discussions. This
suggests the emergence of a form of informal teacher—student relationship
between the two figures, one that developed within the intellectual milieu
of the Ilkhanid court.

Fifth, there was a dimension of political and financial support. Alongside
his scholarly activities, Rashid al-Din supported scholars, including
Allama al-Hilli, through financial decrees and administrative
recommendations. Such support was not merely personal in nature but
formed part of his broader cultural policy aimed at strengthening the
scholarly elite throughout the Ilkhanid realm.

Taken together, these findings demonstrate that the relationship among
these three figures was not confined to individual interactions. Rather, it
constituted an integral component of a broader system of knowledge
production, preservation, and transmission during the IlIkhanid period.
Conclusions

An examination of the relationships among Allama al-Hilli, Fakhr al-
Muhaqgiqgin, and Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadani
demonstrates that the scholarly environment of the Ilkhanid period,
contrary to the common perception of persistent sectarian conflict,
provided a fertile setting for intellectual dialogue and interaction among
different Islamic schools of thought. Within this environment, sectarian
boundaries were, to a considerable extent, moderated by scholarly
necessities and the practical requirements of governance, giving rise to a
form of administrative—scholarly rationality.

Within this framework, Allama al-Hilli and his son were recognized not
only as Shi‘i scholars but also as distinguished intellectual elites. Through
teaching, scholarly inquiry, and authorship, they played an influential role
in shaping the intellectual discourse of their age. Conversely, Rashid al-
Din, by adopting a trans-sectarian and inclusive approach, made significant
contributions to the recording, translation, and transmission of knowledge.
Through the establishment of extensive scholarly networks, he facilitated
intellectual engagement among diverse currents of thought.

In conclusion, the relationship among these figures may be regarded as a
remarkable example of scholarly coexistence in Islamic history, wherein
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politics, religion, and knowledge were interconnected within a coherent
and integrated framework. The study of these interactions is valuable not
only for understanding the history of Shi‘i thought but also for analyzing
models of scholarly cooperation and intellectual exchange within multi-
religious and multi-sectarian societies.
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