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. The present study aims to design and develop a policy package for
Research Article

enhancing the participation of Student Scientific in university governance,
framed within the model of the University as a Community of inquiry. In
recent decades, universities worldwide have moved toward participatory
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y governance and organizational learning; however, in Iran’s higher education
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policy strategies. Initially, over 70 sources—including scholarly articles,
Accepted: 27 May 2025 formal regulations, and policy documents—were collected and screened,
Published online: resulting in 26 key sources. Using inductive content analysis, the main

components and interrelations of the model were extracted and integrated
into a conceptual framework. To ensure the model’s validity, ten experts in
higher education and policy studies evaluated its clarity, relevance, and
comprehensiveness. The Cohen’s Kappa coefficient was calculated to assess
inter-rater agreement, yielding a value of 0.82 (p < 0.01), indicating a very
Keywords: Student academic  high level of agreement according to Landis and Koch (1977). The findings
community, Academic demonstrate that structured participation of SSAs transforms the cycle of
decision-making, implementation, and feedback into a reflective and
learning-oriented process, leading to outcomes such as transparency,
Participatory governance, accountability, self-regulation, organizational creativity, and institutional
belonging. Consequently, the proposed conceptual model provides a
comprehensive framework for advancing universities as communities and
strengthening participatory policy development in Iran’s higher education
system.
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