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Introduction

Terminology among experts in various sciences and disciplines refers to specific
words and expressions established to convey particular meanings. Each field of
knowledge possesses its own set of terms, and mysticism and Sufism are no
exception to this rule. These concepts and terms, through repeated usage,
gradually matured and became codified by the late third century AH. However,
the earliest known book written with the explicit aim of compiling such
terminology is Al-Luma“ by Sarraj Ttis1(d. 378 AH), which dates back to the mid-
fourth century AH. Following this work, other texts such as Al-Ta‘arruf by
Kalabadhi (d. 380 AH), Darajat al-Mu‘amalat by ‘Abd al-Rahman Sulam (d. 412
AH), Nahj al-Khas by Abi Mansiir Isfahani (d. 418 AH), Risala Qushayri by Abu
al-Qasim Qushayr (d. 465 AH), Sad Meydan by Khwaja ‘Abdullah Ansart (d.
481 AH), and Al-Imla’ by Ghazali (d. 505 AH) were composed with the purpose
of compiling and explaining these terms. The terminology in these works, and in
other Sufi texts, largely retained its meaning and, influenced by one another,
helped shape the trajectory of mysticism and Sufism. In other words, these works
are interrelated, and the essence of each term is often repeated across them. For
instance, Ibn ‘Arabi (d. 620 AH), in his book Istilah al-Stfiyyah, refers to
Ghazalt’s Al-Imla’ (d. 505 AH), one of whose sources was ‘Ibarat al-Stfiyyah,
attributed to Qushayri (d. 465 AH). Qushayri, in turn, drew upon Al-Luma‘ by
Sarraj Tasi (d. 378 AH), Tahdhib al-Asrar by Abu Sa‘d Wa'iz Khargiishi
Nishaburi (d. 407 AH), and Nahj al-Khass by Abti Mansiir Isfahani (d. 418 AH).
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Thus, in these texts, the meaning or explanation of a term is sometimes repeated without alteration. It can be said that
until the end of the sixth century AH, there was little change or transformation in the discussion of the meanings of
Sufi terminology within Sufi literature. Ayn al-Qudat (d. 525 AH) is to some extent an exception to this pattern. He
was a mystic and a thinker who challenged conventions, and he frequently emphasized this point throughout his works.
His aim was to unveil truth and enlighten the reader by breaking habitual patterns and questioning the repetition of
inherited traditions. Ayn al-Qudat’s profound awareness of mystical, philosophical, and other scholarly matters,
combined with his anti-conventional stance, paved the way for numerous innovations in the realm of mysticism and
Sufism particularly in the domain of mystical terminology. In general, Qadi Hamadani did not favor repeating the
words of earlier mystics; rather, he sought to disrupt customs and traditions and express his own original and novel
ideas, which he attained through spiritual discipline and intuitive insight. This study aims to comprehensively examine
‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani’s unique interpretations and understandings of mystical terminology and, by highlighting his
innovations in this regard, contribute to a deeper understanding of his profound thought

Methodology

The research methodology of this article is library-based and follows an analytical-descriptive approach. The authors,
through a meticulous examination of mystical works preceding ‘Ayn al-Qudat and the interpretations and
conceptualizations of their mystical terminology, and by comparing them with the works of ‘Ayn al-Qudat, have
highlighted his novel understandings and unique expressions. Furthermore, the criteria employed by the authors in
selecting mystical terms, in addition to classical texts such as Al-Luma‘, Darajat al-Mu‘amalat, and Sad Meydan,
include contemporary mystical glossaries such as Sharh Istilahat-i Tasawwuf by Gowharin and Farhang-i Lugat,
Istilahat va Ta‘birat-i ‘Irfani by Sajjadi.

Discussion

Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani was a mystic who challenged convention. At times, he interpreted mystical terminology in
novel and innovative ways that diverged from the understandings of other mystics. Studies indicate that he offered
fresh interpretations of terms such as Islam, Bazar-i Khawass, Hijab, Zunnar, Zulm, Faqr, Kufr and Iman, Majma“ al-
Bahrayn, and Namaz. In explaining each of these terms, ‘Ayn al-Qudat went beyond the conventional approaches of
the Sufi tradition, offering new interpretations, understandings, explanations, and at times, entirely new applications.
In some cases, his elaborations on these terms drew upon brief statements from earlier mystics, which he expanded
and developed more thoroughly in his own works. In other instances, his interpretations were entirely the product of
his own intellectual brilliance.

Conclusion

Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, a prominent mystic and thinker of the sixth century AH, disrupted the prevailing Sufi
framework for defining mystical terminology and offered fresh interpretations and applications of several key terms.
These terms include: Islam, Bazar-i Khawass, Hijab, Zunnar, Zulm, Faqr, Kufr and Iman, Majma“ al-Bahrayn, and
Namaz. In “‘Ayn al-Qudat’s thought, Islam and Kufr represent two existential states. If a person is liberated from ego
and self-centeredness, the distinction between Kufr and Islam dissolves. He describes Bazar-i Khawass as a realm
through which one may attain the vision of the Divine. Although direct encounter with the essence of Divine Truth is
deemed impossible, through Bazar-i Khawass, one may behold the face of God via symbolic manifestation (tamathul).
His innovative interpretations of Hijab include:

1.Differentiation between religious sects;

2.The seeker’s desire and love as veils on the path;

3.Kufr and Iman as veils between the servant and the Divine;

4.Luminous hijab-ha-yi niirani such as prayer, fasting, charity, glorification, remembrance, and virtuous ethics; and
hijab-ha-yi zulmani such as envy, greed, and other blameworthy traits;
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5.Terrestrial, celestial, and spiritual veils.

In ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s intellectual system, Zunnar and the act of girding it mark the beginning of Islam. A Zalim is one
who believes neither in Kufr nor Islam, and who devotes all his energy to worldly pursuits. According to him, Faqr
occurs when a person reaches the state of fana’ and dissolution in the Divine Essence. In his view, Kufr comprises
multiple levels and types, through which the salik must pass to attain Iman and become a true mu’min. In other words,
Kufr functions as a staircase or ladder guiding the seeker toward Iman. By Majma“ al-Bahrayn, ‘Ayn al-Qudat refers
to the two seas of the believer’s heart and the Qur’an. In his explanation of Namaz-i Bandah and Namaz-i Khuda, he
offers a novel interpretation: Namaz-i Bandah signifies the servant’s negation and annihilation in the Divine, while
Namaz-i Khuda refers to the intimate conversation and supplication of God with humankind. A close examination of
mystical texts preceding Qadi Hamadani reveals that some of these terms such as Iman and Bazar-i Khawass, and
certain applications of Hijab, Zunnar, Majma‘ al-Bahrayn, and Namaz originate entirely from his intellectual genius.
Others—such as Islam, Zulm, Faqr, and Kufr were briefly mentioned by earlier mystics, which Qadi then expanded
upon and developed in greater detail within his own works.
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