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1- Introduction

The history of Islamic thought has witnessed the emergence of prominent figures
whose intellectual innovations have profoundly transformed the trajectory of both
philosophical and mystical reflection. Among these towering personalities, Shihab
al-Din Yahya Suhrawardi and Muhyt al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi occupy a distinctive place.
The numerous apparent similarities in their thought naturally invite comparative
inquiry into their respective philosophical and spiritual systems. Both thinkers
exerted a far-reaching influence on the formation of Mulla Sadra’s transcendent
philosophy, sought to establish an indissoluble link between philosophy and
mysticism, and lived within a relatively close historical period. A central and
unifying theme in their intellectual frameworks concerns the notion of the superior
human being—that is, the existent who serves as the intermediary and conduit of
divine effusion between the Creator and creation. Suhrawardt articulates this notion
through the concept of the hakim muta’allih (theosophical sage), whereas Ibn ‘Arabi
formulates it in the doctrine of al-insan al-kamil (Perfect Man). A comparative
examination of these two doctrines not only elucidates the conceptual convergences
between Suhrawardl and Ibn ‘Arabi but also substantiates the hypothesis of a
possible intellectual influence or shared metaphysical horizon. The present study
seeks to analyze, through a close reading of the primary texts of both thinkers, the
constituent elements and defining features of each conception, and subsequently to
identify and interpret the key points of convergence and divergence between them.
In line with this objective, the research is guided by the following principal
questions:
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a. What are the essential components and characteristics of the hakim muta’allih in Suhrawardi’s illuminationist
philosophy and of al-insan al-kamil in Tbn ‘Arabi’s mystical metaphysics?
What are the major conceptual correspondences between Suhrawardi’s doctrine of the theosophical sage and Ibn

‘Arab1’s theory of the Perfect Man?

Research methodology

This research has been conducted using the descriptive-analytical method. In the first step, employing the descriptive
method, the necessary data relevant to the research topic were extracted from the primary texts of these two thinkers.
Subsequently, in the next step, using the analytical method, the collected data were analyzed and subjected to a
comparative study, and the conceptual similarities and alignments between the two theories were articulated.
Discussion

In a comparative study of the views of these two thinkers, it is necessary to pay attention to the difference in their
methodological approaches. Although some of Suhrawardi’s philosophical foundations may appear, at first glance, to
share similarities with mystical thought, their ultimate aims and analytic structures are in fact distinct. By contrast, Ibn
‘Arabi’s intellectual system is entirely grounded in mystical principles. Despite this fundamental difference in
approach, there exist several conceptual commonalities between Suhrawardi’s notion of the hakim muta’allih
(theosophical sage) and Ibn ‘Arabi’s concept of the insan kamil (perfect human).

For instance, the idea of the correspondence between the macrocosm and the microcosm, which constitutes one of the
central characteristics of the mystical perfect human, appears in Illuminationist philosophy in Suhraward1’s tripartite
view of the human being as possessing intellectual, imaginal, and sensory levels of existence. This same
correspondence is more clearly and coherently articulated in Ibn ‘Arabi’s mystical system of divine self-disclosure
through the descending arc (qaws al-nuziil). Moreover, the comprehensiveness of the perfect human in Ibn ‘Arabi
extends even to the divine realm, encompassing the First and Second Determinations (fa ‘ayyun awwal wa-thani)
Another main aspect of the Perfect Human in the mystical intellectual system is his intermediary position in the
connection between the Divine and creation, which continues in both the descending and ascending aspects of the
cosmic system. These two dimensions can also be traced in Suhrawardi’s thought. From the perspective of descent,
the hakim muta’allih functions as a manifestation of the “Nearest Light” (niir aqrab) or one of the “Dominant Lights”
(anwar gahira), serving as a conduit for divine effusion between the Nir al-Anwar (Light of Lights) and the lower
levels of being. From the perspective of ascent, the spiritual traveler, by uniting with his own luminous essence and
reaching his corresponding archetype (rabb al-raw ), attains the capacity to receive and transmit divine grace. When
this idea is considered alongside transmitted reports that identify the Muhammadan Light (al-hagigah al-
muhammadiyyah) as the first creation of God, it further demonstrates the proximity of Suhrawardi’s view to the
mystical theory of the perfect human within the religious tradition.

Another shared feature in their conception of the Perfect Human is the necessity of the objective and perpetual
existence of such a personage in the material world throughout all historical eras. According to Ibn al-‘Arabi's
expression, the continuous presence of the Perfect Human in the material world is considered a fundamental condition
for the permanence and continuation of the cosmic system, such that his absence would mark the onset of the
Resurrection.

A further point of convergence between the two thinkers is the issue of the vicegerency and succession of the Perfect
Human. In this regard, Shaykh al-Ishraq explicitly emphasizes the khilafah (divine vicegerency) of the Perfect Human
(hakim muta’allin). By comparison, the distinction of Ibn al-‘Arabi's view regarding the vicegerency of the Perfect
Human lies in his comprehensiveness. In other words, while Suhrawardi emphasizes the aspect of the caliph's
connection with the unseen world, 1bn al-‘Arabi, in addition to this aspect, shows particular attention to the caliph's
relationship with creatures as well. Therefore, it can be said that by introducing the element of comprehensiveness in
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explaining the station of vicegerency, Ibn al-‘Arabi has provided a more complete and systematic interpretation of this
concept.

Conclusion

Concepts such as quzb (the spiritual pole), khalifat Allah (divine vicegerent), and especially the hakim muta allih
(theosophical sage) in Suhrawardi’s Illuminationist philosophy all point toward the idea of the perfect human. The
essential characteristics of this figure in Suhraward1’s system can be summarized under several key dimensions.

First, there is an ontological correspondence between the human being and the macrocosm, such that the human
encompasses intellectual, psychic, and corporeal levels that mirror the hierarchy of existence.

Second, the hakim muta’allih serves as an intermediary channel for divine effusion, both in the descending arc—
through his manifestation as an intellectual light—and in the ascending arc, through the soul’s return to its archetypal
lord (rabb al-naw* al-insani).

Third, the ability of such a sage to connect with the unseen realm is a prerequisite for attaining the station of
vicegerency.

Fourth, he occupies the status of divine vicegerent, serving as God’s representative in both the spiritual and cosmic
orders.

Ibn ‘Arabi, meanwhile, is recognized as one of the earliest and most systematic formulators of the notion of the perfect
human (al-insan al-kamil) in Islamic mysticism. While building upon the insights of earlier Sufi masters, he articulated
this concept within a comprehensive and highly organized metaphysical framework unprecedented before him.

The most salient features of the perfect human in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought may be outlined as follows: his intermediary
function between God and creation, such that the uninterrupted flow of divine grace in the cosmos depends upon his
presence; his comprehensiveness as a “universal being” (kawn jami°), embracing all levels of existence—even
extending into the divine plane of manifestation and encompassing the First and Second Determinations (¢a ‘ayyun
awwal wa-thani); his station of divine vicegerency, most perfectly embodied in the Muhammadan Reality (al-haqigah
al-muhammadiyyah), which represents the primordial locus of divine manifestation.

Taken as a whole, a comparative analysis of Suhrawardi and Ibn ‘Arabi reveals that, despite fundamental differences
in epistemological premises and metaphysical frameworks—Suhrawardi grounding his system in a hierarchical
ontology of light (niri—ishraqi) and Ibn ‘Arabi constructing his worldview upon the mystical doctrine of unity of
existence (wahdat al-wujiid)—there exists a remarkable degree of conceptual convergence between Suhrawardi’s
hakim muta’allih and Ibn ‘Arabt’s insan kamil. Although Ibn ‘Arab1 does not employ Illuminationist notions such as
the “Nearest Light” (niir aqrab) or the “Longitudinal Lights” (anwar tiliyyah), his exposition of the perfect human
fulfills many of the metaphysical and spiritual functions that Suhrawardi attributes to the hakim muta allih.

The closeness of these two visions is such that, despite their differences in doctrinal foundations, literary expression,
and historical context, Suhrawardi’s concept of the hakim muta allih—when examined through the interpretive lens
of Ibn ‘Arabi’s insan kamil—may be regarded as representing the earliest philosophical articulation of a perspective
later developed into a fully systematic mystical theory by Ibn ‘Arabi. From this standpoint, Suhrawardi’s thought
deserves recognition for its innovative and pioneering formulation of the problem, while Ibn ‘Arab1’s theory stands
out for its comprehensive coherence and internal consistency within the broader metaphysical unity of Islamic
mysticism.
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