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ABSTRACT
This study examines the political and military strategies of Badh

ibn Dustak in his encounters with ‘Adud al-Dawla and Samsam
al-Dawla of the Buwayhid dynasty, analyzing them through Ibn
Khaldun’s theoretical model. The research investigates how
Badh, during a period marked by the weakening of Buyid
authority and the succession crisis after ‘Adud al-Dawla’s
death, succeeded in building a local power base and resisting
Buyid pressure. Using primary historical sources and a
descriptive—analytical approach, the study shows that Badh’s
rise coincided with the structural decline of the Buyids. Social
unrest, the strategic character of frontier regions, and the power
vacuum created after ‘Adud al-Dawla’s death enabled him to
expand his influence. Badh strengthened his position by
securing local support, adopting pragmatic policies—especially
his alliance with the Byzantine Empire—and employing
irregular warfare suited to the rugged terrain. These measures
increased his legitimacy despite opposition from the Abbasid
caliphate. In contrast, ‘Adud al-Dawla and Samsam al-Dawla
relied on conventional, centralized military methods that proved
ineffective in frontier environments. The comparative analysis
demonstrates that exploiting central-state weakness, mobilizing
local solidarity, and using frontier conditions effectively can
facilitate the emergence of local polities, an outcome consistent
with Ibn Khaldun’s theory of power formation.
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Introduction
The emergence of the Marwanid state in Diyarbakir in the late

fourth/tenth century represents a significant yet understudied
episode in northern Mesopotamian history. Before Badh ibn
Dustak, Kurdish tribes in the region lacked a unifying authority
and remained subordinate to Buyid amirs and Abbasid caliphs,
reflecting the broader asymmetry between Baghdad and its
frontier territories. The weakening of Buyid authority—
especially after the death of ‘Adud al-Dawla—opened space for
local state formation. Within this context, Badh, originally a
frontier fighter (ghazi), transformed a peripheral tribal base into
a principality. This development was enabled by social
discontent, administrative neglect typical of frontier regions,
Diyarbakir’s strategic position between Iraq and Anatolia, and
the Buyids’ diminishing coercive capacity. These conditions
align with Ibn Khaldun’s model of frontier-based state
formation. Given the limited previous scholarship, this study
fills a gap by analyzing how Badh’s political and military
strategies enabled the rise of the Marwanid state and situating
these developments within Ibn Khaldun’s broader theory.

Materials & Methods
The study employs a descriptive—analytical method using early

Islamic historiographical sources such as Ibn al-Athir, Ibn al-
Azraq al-Fariqi, and Ibn Khaldin. Narrative evidence
concerning Badh’s career, campaigns, and encounters with
‘Adud al-Dawla and Samsam al-Dawla was extracted and
organized chronologically, then analyzed through Ibn
Khaldun’s components: frontier dynamics, ‘asabiyya, phases of
state formation, and central decline.

A comparative approach highlights contrasts between Badh’s
flexible, alliance-oriented strategies and the Buyids’ centralized
military model, helping explain why Badh succeeded where the
Buyids failed to maintain control over northern Mesopotamia.
Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The findings show that Badh’s rise can only be fully understood
within the structural weakness of the Buyid state and the unique
conditions of the frontier zone. Diyarbakir, situated far from the
Buyid capital and embedded in rugged terrain, exemplifies Ibn
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Khaldun’s thesis that central authority weakens progressively
toward the peripheries. Administrative negligence, abusive
taxation by distant Buyid governors, and the influx of
disaffected groups fostered a localized ‘asabiyya that Badh
successfully harnessed. His ability to unite Kurdish clans was
itself a manifestation of the kind of collective solidarity that 1bn
Khaldun regarded as the engine of political transformation.
Militarily, Badh’s adoption of irregular warfare, mobility, and
defensive use of mountainous terrain reflected an acute
understanding of frontier warfare. These tactics repeatedly
neutralized the Buyids’ conventional military superiority. For
example, in the battles of Bajla and Tiir “Abdin, Badh relied on
ambush tactics and knowledge of the terrain to withstand Buyid
advances. While he was eventually killed in battle, his initial
campaigns significantly shifted the balance of power and
facilitated the consolidation efforts of his successors.
Politically, Badh’s strategic alliance with the Byzantine Empire
demonstrates pragmatic statecraft. Unlike the Buyids—who
viewed the Byzantines solely as adversaries—Badh used
diplomacy to secure external legitimacy, stabilize his borders,
and access material assistance. This diplomacy demonstrates a
practical application of Ibn Khaldun’s argument that emerging
frontier states rely on flexible alliances to compensate for
material inferiority.

In contrast, ‘Adud al-Dawla and Samsam al-Dawla adhered to
a classical centralized model: large, slow-moving armies,
hierarchical command structures, and little adaptation to local
conditions. Their horizons were shaped by the structural
priorities of imperial rule—taxation, centralized coercion, and
symbolic sovereignty. As Ibn Khaldun predicts, such strategies
become ineffective in peripheral regions where the logistical
reach of the center is weakened. Their inability to subdue
Diyarbakir was thus not merely a tactical failure but the result
of structural contradictions in imperial governance.

In conclusion, Badh ibn Dustak’s political and military
strategies closely parallel Ibn Khaldun’s historical model of
state formation. His rise was facilitated by the structural
weakness of the Buyids, the socio-geographical dynamics of
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frontier zones, and the mobilization of local solidarity. While
Buyid conventional policies proved ineffective in the
borderlands, Badh’s adaptive strategies enabled the emergence
of a durable local polity. The study contributes to existing
scholarship by offering the first analytically grounded
explanation of Badh’s rise through the combined lens of
historical narrative and Ibn Khaldun’s theory, demonstrating
how peripheral actors can shape regional political orders during
periods of imperial decline.
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