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Abstract

This study examines the reconfiguration of Iranian identity in
the province of Jibal from the Islamic conquest to the
consolidation of local dynasties, adopting a historical—
sociological approach. Moving beyond the binary of pre-
Islamic versus Islamic Iran, it explores the interplay of religion,
power, and culture during the transition from Sasanian
structures to the Abbasid caliphal order, highlighting a gradual
and multidimensional transformation of identity. Drawing on
critical historical analysis of early Islamic chronicles,
geographical works, and literary sources, the research focuses
on social actors—particularly Iranian elites—and their
strategies for mobilizing cultural, symbolic, and historical
resources. Jibal is conceptualized as a dynamic arena in which
Abbasid authority, local elites, and diverse cultural currents
negotiated power, legitimacy, and social status.

Findings indicate that religious transformation went beyond the
simple replacement of Zoroastrianism with Islam, becoming a
contested sphere over meaning, authority, and social
positioning. Iranian elites leveraged the Persian language,
festivals, and historical memory to reinterpret cultural capital
and secure influence within the new political and religious
order. Local dynasties, especially the Buyids and Ziyarids,
reinforced this process by selectively reviving pre-Islamic
symbols and rituals, establishing a balance between caliphal
authority and Iranian heritage. This study underscores the
importance of regional analysis for understanding identity
transformation in transitional societies.
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Introduction

The Muslim conquest of Iran initiated profound political,
religious, and social transformations; however, the intensity
and consequences of these changes varied across regions. The
province of Jibal—characterized by mountainous terrain, a
dense urban network, and entrenched local elites—followed a
distinctive trajectory in its interaction with the emerging
Islamic order. Contrary to interpretations portraying the
conquest as a decisive rupture that erased Iranian identity, this
study argues that identity in Jibal underwent a gradual process
of reconfiguration, shaped by negotiation rather than wholesale
replacement. The central research question guiding this article
is how Iranian religious and social identity in Jibal was
reshaped following the Islamic conquest and through what
mechanisms it interacted with caliphal authority and
subsequent local power formations. By situating identity at the
intersection of religion, power, and cultural practice, the study
emphasizes the agency of local actors and the persistence of
historical memory. Concepts derived from Pierre Bourdieu’s
theory—such as field, capital, habitus, symbolic power, and
doxa—are employed selectively as analytical tools to
illuminate historical dynamics rather than as an independent
theoretical framework. This approach facilitates a nuanced
understanding of identity transformation grounded in empirical
historical evidence.

Materials & Methods

Methodologically, this study employs critical historical
analysis and a systematic examination of early Islamic
chronicles, geographical works, administrative records, and
literary texts. Primary sources include al-Tabari, al-Baladhuri,
al-Dinawari, al-Ya‘qubi, Ibn Hawgqal, al-Muqaddasi, and
Yaqut al-Hamaw1, complemented by Persian historiographical
and cultural texts. These sources are analyzed comparatively to
reconstruct political, religious, and cultural transformations in
Jibal.

Rather than treating these materials as neutral narratives, they
are examined as products of specific power relations and
discursive contexts. Historical data are interpreted through a
sociologically informed lens to explore how different social
groups—Zoroastrian priests, landed elites (dehqans), military
aristocracies, and urban populations—responded to the
reordering of political and religious authority. The analysis
focuses on the redistribution and conversion of various forms
of capital—economic, cultural, social, and symbolic—within
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evolving fields of power and religion. This approach allows for
a contextualized understanding of identity reconfiguration
grounded in long-term structural processes rather than isolated
events.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The findings reveal that religious and political transformations
in Jibal extended beyond the institutional replacement of
Zoroastrianism by Islam. Religious change emerged as a
competitive field in which meanings, legitimacy, and social
hierarchies were continuously renegotiated. While the collapse
of Sasanian political authority weakened the symbolic capital
of Zoroastrian institutions, Iranian cultural resources persisted.
Elements of Iranian habitus—including language, ritual
practices, collective memory, and social norms—adapted
within the Islamic framework. Iranian elites played a decisive
role in this process. Through strategies of accommodation,
conversion, and reinterpretation, they transformed pre-Islamic
cultural capital into new forms of symbolic and political capital
compatible with Islamic governance. The continued use and
eventual revival of the Persian language, the endurance of
festivals such as Nowruz, and the preservation of historical
memory all contributed to the reproduction of Iranian identity
at the cultural level.

Politically, the rise of local dynasties—most notably the
Buyids and Ziyarids—marked a critical phase in identity
reconfiguration. Operating formally under the Abbasid
caliphate, these rulers selectively revived pre-Islamic symbols,
court rituals, and concepts of kingship to construct alternative
sources of legitimacy. This resulted in a dynamic balance
between caliphal authority and Iranian political traditions,
particularly in Jibal.

In conclusion, the reconfiguration of Iranian identity in Jibal
was a gradual, multidimensional process shaped by the
interaction of religion, power, and cultural resistance. Rather
than representing cultural rupture, the Islamic conquest
initiated a rearticulating of identity that preserved core
elements of Iranian tradition within new political and religious
structures. This study underscores the importance of regional
analysis in understanding identity transformation and
demonstrates that historical change is best explained through
the interplay of structure, agency, and symbolic resources over
time.
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