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Abstract:

In the context of escalating environmental crises, economic and social
transformations, and the evolving role of universities in addressing global
challenges, there is an increasing need to revisit higher education governance
systems. ldentifying the dimensions and components of sustainable governance
and providing a comprehensive framework to guide universities toward
sustainability has therefore become essential. Fifth-generation universities, as
innovative, socially responsible, and environmentally conscious institutions,
require governance models capable of integrating economic, social, cultural,
environmental, and political dimensions.

Objective: The present study aims to identify and elucidate the dimensions and
components of sustainable governance in higher education within the context of
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fifth-generation universities and to propose a comprehensive and integrated
framework in this regard. Accordingly, the scientific literature related to
sustainable governance, sustainable universities, and fifth-generation universities
was systematically reviewed.

Method: This research is applied in purpose, qualitative in method, and
exploratory in nature. A meta-synthesis approach based on the seven-stage model
proposed by Sandelowski and Barroso was employed. The study population
consisted of English-language articles published in Scopus, ScienceDirect, and
Emerald databases between 2015 and 2025. Out of an initial 577 studies,
following screening based on inclusion and exclusion criteria and quality
assessment, 52 articles were selected for final analysis. Data were analyzed
through primary, secondary, and final coding using qualitative content analysis.
Findings: The findings identified five main dimensions of sustainable
governance in higher education, encompassing a total of 21 components. The
economic dimension includes sustainable financing, financial governance,
knowledge-based economy, economic policy-making, and employment and
economic returns of higher education. The social dimension covers social
participation, educational justice, intra-organizational interactions, and social and
educational empowerment. In the cultural dimension, promoting a culture of
sustainable development, strengthening cultural and national identity, and
enhancing civic behavior were highlighted. The environmental dimension
encompasses hatural resource management, waste reduction, environmental
awareness, pollution control, and biodiversity conservation. Finally, the political
dimension was explained through university political autonomy, political
discourse, educational and scientific diplomacy, and governance based on
national interests and future-oriented planning.

Conclusion:

By identifying and categorizing the dimensions and components of sustainable
governance, this study provides an integrated framework for implementing
sustainable governance in higher education and advancing toward fifth-
generation universities. This framework can serve as a scientific foundation for
policymakers and university administrators to enhance educational quality,
improve managerial efficiency, strengthen social and environmental
responsibility, and achieve sustainable development goals.
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