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Abstract

Wagf, as one of the most deeply rooted religious and legal
institutions in Islamic societies, has historically played a dual
role in Iranian social life. On one hand, it has served as a
charitable and pious instrument benefiting public interests; on
the other hand, it has functioned, in certain contexts, as a
mechanism for consolidating and reproducing the economic and
social power of influential families. This study focuses on the
life, estates, and endowments of Hajj Aga Mohsen Iraqi, one of
the most prominent landowners and endowers in Iran’s Markazi
Province during the Qajar period, and examines how his waqf
contributed to the continuity of local power structures in the city
of Arak. It investigates the intersection of landownership,
endowment networks, and religious influence within the
political and social transformations of late Qajar Iran and the
Constitutional Revolution.

Hajj Aga Mohsen Iragi was not only a distinguished scholar and
a key figure of the Arak seminary but also a major landowner
with extensive properties. His broad network of endowed and
privately owned lands, including villages, agricultural estates,
gardens, and water resources, enabled him to exercise
significant economic power, which in turn translated into social
and political influence. This study demonstrates how the
hereditary and strategic nature of his waqgf, contrary to the
common perception of wagf as merely a charitable institution,
became a critical tool for maintaining the economic cohesion of
the Mohseni family and preventing the fragmentation or
misappropriation of their assets.

Introduction

The central research question explores the extent to which Hajj
Aqa Mohsen’s waqf and the Mohseni family estates influenced
the continuity or transformation of local power structures in
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Arak, and whether the Constitutional Revolution—a pivotal
political moment of the Qajar era—intervened in the traditional
landlord-peasant relations and the operation of the wagf system.
In other words, the study investigates whether the political and
social changes of the Constitutional period weakened the
family’s economic and social authority or whether the waqf
structure enabled them to sustain their influence under new
political conditions.

Material & Methods

The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach based
on historical sources. Primary data were drawn from the
National Archives of Iran, the records of the National Assembly,
parliamentary proceedings, administrative correspondence of
the Qajar period, telegrams, petitions from local peasants, and
complaints against the heirs of Hajj Aga Mohsen. Additionally,
memoirs and accounts of Qajar-era officials and military
personnel, such as Colonel Kasakovsky, as well as
contemporary newspapers, were utilized to reconstruct the
social and political environment of the period.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The findings reveal that the Mohseni family, leveraging
extensive property holdings and the religious authority of Hajj
Aga Mohsen, managed to maintain their dominant position in
local power structures until the end of the Naser al-Din Shah
period and even beyond the Constitutional Revolution.
Although disputes over estate management and endowment
administration increased after Hajj Aqa Mohsen’s death, the
family’s economic framework remained intact, supported by the
hereditary nature of the waqf and implicit backing from official
institutions. Analysis of parliamentary records indicates that,
while representatives occasionally criticized the family’s land
management, these critiques rarely resulted in structural
reforms, leaving peasant complaints largely unresolved.
Historically, although the Constitutional Revolution introduced
new political institutions such as the National Assembly and
regulatory mechanisms, it did not fundamentally alter the
traditional landlord-peasant hierarchy or the entrenched system
of land and waqgf ownership. As a result, petitions and
grievances submitted by local tenants often remained
ineffective, while the Mohseni heirs continued to exercise
considerable economic and social power, albeit within a
transformed political context.

The originality of this study lies in its critical and document-
based approach. Unlike previous works that primarily portray
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Hajj Aga Mohsen in a descriptive and laudatory manner, this
research provides a critical account of his and his family’s
economic and social strategies. While earlier studies emphasize
his piety, scholarly distinction, and charitable endowments, this
study demonstrates that waqgf, in addition to its religious and
spiritual functions, played a crucial role in reproducing local
power and sustaining social hierarchies.

Overall, the study shows that the Mohseni family’s waqf was
not only a religious institution but also an effective mechanism
for preserving and perpetuating the family’s economic and
social authority in Arak. By focusing on this local case, the
research offers a conceptual framework that can be applied to
analyze similar dynamics in other regions of Qajar-era Iran,
providing a deeper understanding of the interplay between
economic power, religious influence, and emerging political
institutions in shaping local authority.
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