FeeA-OVTY il LLS @u Qé‘ Mmg : m

YOrA-0+11 : oSiig 21 kLS :
v";,." ’df/afh

Homepage: https://jlir.usb.ac.ir

The Function of Critical Discourse Analysis in the Poetry of Forough
Farrokhzad(Based on Fairclough’s Three Levels of Description,
Interpretation, and Explanation)

Mohammadreza Kouchzaeil"*'| Behrouz Romiyani 2><"%'| Mostafa Salari3

1. PhD student of Persian language and literature, Zah. C., Islamic Azad University, Zah. c, Iran. Email:
mohammadreza.kochakzaei@gmail.com
2. Assistant Professor, Depatrment of Persian Language and Literature, ZaI#., Islamic Azad University,

Zahedan, Iran. (Corresponding author). Email: behroz1395@iau.ac.ir
3. Associate Professor, Depatrment of Persian Language and Literature, Zah. C., ic Azad University,

Zahedan, Iran. Email: mostafa_salari@iau.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article Discourse is the result of studying nomenon and
stems from a sociological perspective 0 cording to which a
text is regarded as a social entity afiSi elations rather than

Article history: an independent and self-contained str . course analysis is a

Received: modern method of examining communicatiy@texts that, beyond syntactic

Received in revised form: and morphological structures, investi the relationship between

Accepted: language and its cultural, and” ideological context. Critical

Published online: Discourse Analysis aims to ex relationship between language and
social power a cuses on th esentation of social issues such as
gender, in‘ality, domination. The main objective of this study is to

Keywords: examime the fuggcti Critical Discourse Analysis in the poetry of

Discourse Analysis, For Farrokh ased, on Norman Fairclough’s three-level model—
Contemporary Poetry, d o , and explanation. Fairclough is one of the most
Fairclough’s Three—LeV’ ﬁminent theon his field, who established discourse analysis upon
Model, Forough ‘ese t lev is research seeks to answer the fundamental question
Farrokhzad. of ho ntial features of critical discourse are represented in

oetic works. To this end, using a descriptive-analytical

on. The findings indicate that Farrokhzad, through symbolic
abulary, semantic oppositions, particular syntactic structures, and
metaphorical imagery, reflects the condition of women in the patriarchal
ociety of Iran. At the level of interpretation, her poetry becomes a field of
onfrontation between traditional and modern discourses; and at the level
f explanation, this poetic discourse represents a critical act against
tructures of domination and signifies the reconstruction of an
independent feminine identity.

Cite this article: Mohammadreza Kouchzaei; Romiyani, Behruz; Salari, Mostafa. (2025). “The Function of Critical Discourse
Analysis in the Poetry of Forough Farrokhzad(Based on Fairclough’s Three Levels of Description, Interpretation, and
Explanation)”. Journal of Lyrical Literature Researches,

http//doi.

[ONolS



https://orcid.org/0009-0002-6072-5938
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-4696-3630
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9297-5441

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan.

Extended abstract
Introduction

Language is not merely a tool for conveying meaning; rather, it is a social arena in which
cultural, ideological, and power relations are represented and reproduced. From this
perspective, literary texts should be regarded as social phenomena shaped by broader
structures of power. Discourse analysis goes beyond the formal structures of language and
examines the relationship between text and its socio-cultural context$; as noted, “in discourse
and textual analysis, the structure and context of language are examingd at levels beyond the
sentence” (Kaden, 2007: 133). Among discourse-oriented approache§y Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), with its focus on power relations and ideology, o a productive
framework for reading literary texts. Norman Fairclough, by proposing the th

model of description, interpretation, and explanation, provides a sys proach to
examining the relationship between language and societ 171 is not possible
to understand meaning by focusing on the text alone; social must also be
taken into account” (Fairclough, 2018: 156). Based he present study
investigates the representation of critical discourse in t rough Farrokhzad,

whose poems function as a site for critiquing structures of domination and reconstructing an
independent female identity within Iran’s patriarchal society.

Methodology
The research employs descriptive and'@sitical discours sis of Farrokhzad’s poetry based
on Fairclough’s theory, focusing on her s. Data co on was conducted through library
research, including books, articles, ¥leses, anthonline resources.

Discussion

Critical Discourse Analysis (@RA), particu

Norman Fairclough, i egar ed as
literary studies, as it vi the text no

hin the theoretical framework proposed by
most effective approaches in contemporary
ly as a linguistic structure but as a social and

examine theyi i i anguage, power, and society; accordingly, discourse
analysis is i i sciplinary tendency that has rapidly become one of the
most widely use itati ods in the human and social sciences” (Bahrampour, 2008:
t study draws on Fairclough’s three-dimensional model—
nd explanation—to conduct a critical discourse analysis of the
hzad.

the linguistic structures of Forough’s poetry, including vocabulary,
ased constructions, figurative expressions, and sentence types, are
examined. Lexical anal indicates that Forough’s language forms a meaningful network of
feminine, maternal, e-oriented, and existential concepts. The high frequency of lexical
items related to womanhood, the body, love, childhood, time, and nature suggests that
feminine identity is not merely the subject of her poetry but constitutes the very foundation of
her poetic language. Moreover, the use of semantic oppositions (such as life/death,
light/darkness, and hope/despair) and innovative metaphorical constructions contributes to the
creation of a multilayered, discourse-oriented language. These linguistic elements reflect the
psychological, social, and gender-based tensions experienced by the poet within the context of
her society.

poetry of Forough Fa
At the level of descripti
metaphorical and simil



At the level of interpretation, the text is analyzed in relation to its situational and intertextual
contexts. Forough’s poems emerge within a historical and social milieu marked by the
transition from tradition to modernity, alongside gender restrictions and social inequalities.
Through the use of metaphorical and allusive language, she articulates lived female
experiences and voices her protest against dominant structures. At the intertextual level, her
poetry engages in a creative dialogue with earlier and contemporary literary and intellectual
discourses—from Nima Yushij and Sadegh Hedayat to T. S. Eliot—thereby becoming a
polyphonic and highly interpretable text. In this regard, “the analysis of textual details must
always be carried out in connection with the broader social contextgairclough, 2000: 53).

At the level of explanation, Forough’s poetry is interpreted as a g@Cial practice that is both
shaped by ideological structures and critical of them. Her poems ‘reflect gender inequalities,
the dominance of tradition, and the existential crises of mod humanity, while
simultaneously striving to construct a new discourse of womanhood, | freedom, and
individual identity. The linguistic and intellectual transformation evident Forough’s
work—particularly from A Rebellion (Osian) to Digar)—
demonstrates a shift from the expression of personal e r and more
socially engaged critique. From this perspective, Forough’s crely a form of
individual expression but a powerful means of challengi nd redefining the
position of women in contemporary Iranian society.
Conclusion

Critical discourse analysis, particularly using Fairclough’s
effective tool for examining and understanding Farr ctry. At the descriptive level,
the language, structure, and vocabula ntified, showing how linguistic
choices reflect the poet’s mentality a ocial posiften. This stage enables a detailed
understanding of the text as a Iiﬁlistic cultural unit. At the interpretive level, the
relationship between text socia
Farrokhzad’s poetry reflects Wbt o
societal attitudes, wm‘u‘oles, an ower and identity in contemporary Iran. This
level reveals that her teXts, despite t ersonal and emotional nature, carry social and
el, the focus is on uncovering hidden ideologies
e analysis shows that her poetry, by representing
contradiction i nce and decay, life and death, individual and society—
reproduces and Chiti and cultural structures. Explanation demonstrates that
Farrokhzad’s p
poetry as a so

at transcends personal expression, encompassing social and
verall, the function of CDA in Farrokhzad’s poetry is to reveal the
society, and power, analyze language and poetic imagery, and
ies. This approach shows that her poetry is not merely a product of
dynamic text interacting with society, reproducing and critiquing

relationship between te
identify underlying ideo
personal experience b
social and cultural s
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