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1. Introduction

The story, as a literary form long cherished by humanity, has exerted deep and lasting influence on
human life and thought. Throughout every stage of their existence, people have turned to this artistic
medium to preserve and protect their beliefs and ideals, and to communicate their ideas to others in
subtle, indirect ways (Altman, 2008: 1). Wherever humans have gone, narrative has accompanied them;
with the emergence of each new mode of communication, it has adapted, remained present, and stayed
relevant. In Persian literature, Nizami Ganjavi occupies a distinguished place in the field of narratology
through his exceptional works, particularly Haft Paykar (The Seven Beauties). This masterpiece, a series
of interwoven narratives recounting the life of Bahram Gur from birth to death, represents the height of
Nizami’s poetic and narrative artistry. It is also considered a creative and artistic reimagining of
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh (Azar & Pour Seyed, 2011: 10).

The main objective of this research is to examine the syntactic structure, v
dimension of this allegorical story in order to uncover the underlying patter
ethical worldview. Accordingly, the study seeks to address the following questions:

| aspect, and semantic
Nizami’s mystical-

a. How are the structural components of the story “The Sandalwood Dome "—includi
sequences, episodes, and their interrelations—organized withig, Todorov’s five
and how do they construct the causal relationships of the narrat

ropositions,
arrative model,

ndalwood Dome ”,
interaction between

b. How do the grammatical modes, tense, narrative perspective, and
based on Todorov’s theory, contribute to the progression of ac
the narrator and the narratee?

“The Sandalwood Dome”,
ate the overarching concept of

c. How do the fundamental themes and mystical-ethical worldvie
through the semantic dimension proposed by Todorov, e
justice?

2. Research method

This study employs a descriptiveﬁm&al rounded in Todorov’s narratological model. The
theoretical framework is based o i

structure (propositions, sequencesyepi ir interrelation), verbal aspect (grammatical modes,
temporal order, perspe d tone) tic dimension (binary oppositions and semantic
sequences) (Todorov, 2008835). T, the research consists of the story “The Sandalwood
Dome” from Nizami’s Ha

followed by ysis. First, eleven fundamental propositions were identified
and arranged i ive-stage model. Subsequently, the verbal aspect (including
modes—114 verbsSidentifi . perspective, and tone) as well as the semantic dimension (the

examined. Finally, syntactic embedding patterns and the frequency
d and presented in Tables 1 and 2.

opposition of good a
of narrative mode

3. Discussion

verbs, reveals the followi
instances), establishes the

pattern: The indicative mode, accounting for 64.04% of the verbs (73
ctual progression of events (e.g., “Evil deceived,” v. 271; “The Kurds
treated,” v. 278). The n@Rsindicative modes function as motivators of action: the obligative mode
(6.14%, 7 verbs) expr moral compulsion (“I must die,” v. 290); the optati “The Sandalwood Dome ”
is a moral allegory depicting the struggle between good and evil, beginning with a symbolic journey
marked by an apparent companionship (v. 269) and ending with the decisive triumph of good (v. 291).
The narrator—the king’s daughter—addresses Bahram Gur in an intimate and reverent tone (“O you
through whom the soul of the world lives / The highest king of kings,” vv. 268-269), preparing his mind
for the moral lesson embedded in the narrative.

Based on Todorov’s model, analysis of the syntactic aspect reveals that the story is composed of eleven
fundamental propositions arranged within five major stages:

1. Initial equilibrium (v. 269): Good and Evil travel together in seeming harmony—a fragile
balance that sets the stage for impending disruption.
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2. Disruption (vv. 270-272): Evil deceives Good and blinds him (“I will not let you drink my
water,” v. 271), taking control of the journey.

3. Recognition of disruption (vv. 273-279): The Kurds discover and cure Good’s blindness—an
essential turning point that restores awareness and insight.

4. Attempt at restoration (v. 289): Good magnanimously forgives Evil.

5. New equilibrium (vv. 290-291): Evil confesses, is executed, and Good assumes his rightful
place (“The people saw complete goodness from him,” v. 291).

These propositions are linked through syntactic embedding, creating a coherent and progressive
narrative structure. The static episodes (the equilibriums at the beginning and end) provide structural
stability, while the dynamic episodes (from disruption through the atte at restoration) propel the
transformative movement of the plot (Todorov, 2003: 125).

The verbal aspect, examined through 114 narrative ve mode (8.77%, 10 verb
benevolence (“Good forgave,” v. 289); the conditional mode (7.89%, 9 verbs) intro
suspended action (“If I drink water,” v. 271); and the predictive mode (13.16%, 15 ve
divine justice (“It will be,” v. 291).

nveys desire and
uncertainty or
anticipates

Narrative time unfolds entirely linearly from verses 269 to 291,
fluctuates: there is summary during the deception scene (vv. 270-2
and ellipsis in the healing sequence (v. 278, presented swi
characters: an external perspective for Evil (15 instances, presenting his‘actionsobjectively), an internal
perspective for Good (8 instances, revealing his thoughts), and a neutr wpoint for the Kurds. The
narrative tone evolves from initial reverence (“highest 2V evaluative reporting in the
middle (I am more deceitful than a de i nd culminates in a tone of final
affirmation (“‘good deeds fulfilled,” v. 29

e yet rapid details)

The semantic dimension highlights Evil opposition within a dialectical process of
transformation: unstable equilibti i ip) — disruption (deception) — awareness and
moral elevation (forgiveness, \¥S‘)) —d e (v. 291). This progression underscores the
humility of Good in contrast to theselfi il, illustrating Nizami’s mystical-ethical worldview,
in which human forgive ves as t

4. Conclusion

mystical-ethical
propositions arrange
Good and Euvil),
healing by the Kurds),
final administration of ju
subordinate healing sequ
progression of events), t

ntactic structure of the story comprises eleven fundamental
-stage sequence: initial equilibrium (the apparent companionship of
deception and blinding of Good), recognition of disruption (Good’s
empt at restoration (Good’s forgiveness of Evil), and new equilibrium (the
ice through Evil’s death). Through mechanisms of embedding (such as the
e within the broader attempt at restoration) and chaining (the linear
narrative constructs clear cause-and-effect relationships and achieves
structural coherence. Th tic episodes at the beginning and end frame the narrative with stability,
while the dynamic trapsgitfonal episodes in the middle propel character transformation without disturbing
the overall unity. The purposeful use of narrative elements transforms the story into an effective didactic
instrument, conveying Nizami’s integration of ethical instruction with mystical insight. In the verbal
aspect, the dominant indicative mode (64.04%) establishes the factual progression of events, while the
non-indicative modes support the advancement of actions: the volitional modes—obligative (6.14%),
expressing moral or actional pressure, and optative (8.77%), conveying moral motivation—and the
hypothetical modes—conditional (7.89%), indicating suspended or uncertain states, and predictive
(13.16%), providing narrative guidance. The linear temporal order (with no flashback) and the use of
summary duration intensify the focus on processes of transformation. The interplay of external and
internal perspectives—qgreater psychological depth granted to Good and an external, observational view
of Evil—creates a didactic dynamic between the narrator and the narratee (Bahram Gur). The guiding
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tone, reinforced by the alternation of pronouns (“I”” of the helpless Good appearing eight times versus
“I” of the arrogant Evil appearing fifteen times) and the direct address to the addressee turns the
narrative into a moral instrument. In the end, the laudatory tone unequivocally proclaims the triumph
of Good and encourages Bahram to internalize the ethical lesson. From a normative perspective, the low
frequency of the obligative mode reflects the stability of the moral system and the predictability of
ethical relationships, while the optative mode serves as the primary moral motivator. In the semantic
dimension, the binary opposition of Good and Evil and the transition from unstable to superior
equilibrium generate the overarching meaning of self-discipline and the dialectical movement between
good and evil. This opposition—embodied in the humility of Good versus the selfishness of Evil—
unfolds through semantic sequences such as forgiveness These sequences transform general semantic
conditions into a dialectical process (from disruption to awareness), ultimately formulating divine justice
emerging from human forgiveness. /
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