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Introduction

Within Buddhism, the doctrine of the Four Noble Truths (catvary aryasatyani) is
more widely known: 1) the existence of suffering, 2) the origin of suffering, 3) the
possibility of cessation, and 4) the path to cessation (Anderson, 2013, p. 1).
However, over time, a doctrine known as Devasatya or the "Two Truths" emerged
among Buddhist schools, which in some interpretations is considered more
comprehensive than the Four Noble Truths. According to the Two Truths doctrine,
both our correct apprehension of reality and the corresponding reality itself are
divided into two main categories:

1. Sarhvrtisatya, which has been translated as conventional, transactional, relative,
or mundane (loka) truth/reality. In this study, we predominantly use the equivalent
"conventional truth."”

2. Paramarthasatya, which is translated as ultimate truth/reality (Matilal, 2002, p.
207).

The Pali canon does not explicitly mention this doctrine. It appears that the doctrine
first became an explicit topic of discussion and analysis within the exegetical schools
of Abhidhamma. Nevertheless, its roots must be sought in themes that emerged
earlier in Hinduism and Early Buddhism. What is certain is that this doctrine was
elaborated extensively within the Mahayana school, particularly among
philosophers of the Madhyamaka and Yogacara traditions. It underwent various
interpretations and acquired significant epistemological and ontological dimensions
to such an extent that a great philosopher like Nagarjuna considered it the
foundational principle of the Buddha's teachings.
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Research methodology

In this research, employing a descriptive-analytical method with a historical approach, and after a brief examination
of the evolution of the term satya in Hinduism and Early Buddhism, we focus on three main questions:

A) What are the primary origins of the Two Truths doctrine?

B) In which Buddhist schools did the first explicit formulations of this doctrine take shape?

C) What interpretation of this doctrine was provided by Nagarjuna?

Numerous books and articles have been written in English on this subject (some of the most important include:
Thakchoe, 2023; Thakchoe, 2024; Karunadasa, 1996; Karunadasa, 2019; Murti, 1973; Eckel, 2016; Eckel, 1992;
Newland, 1999), discussing its various historical and substantive dimensions.

Discussion

The term "devasatya" / "satyadwaya", rendered in English as "two truths/realities" is composed of two words: deva
meaning "two" or "dual", and satya. The word satya (Pali: sacca) is itself a compound formed from sat and ya. Sat
encompasses a broad semantic field, including equivalents such as: being, existing, real, true, actual, present, enduring,
belonging, good, etc. (Macdonell, 1893, p. 330; Monier-Williams et al., 1899, p. 1135). Y4 signifies ‘who," 'what,'
'which," 'that which', while yam (as a related root) carries meanings of holding, preserving, sustaining, and advancing
(Macdonell, 1893, p. 237). Consequently, the compound satya signifies that which (or one who) is actual, real,
authentic, true, realized, and valid. It is used to denote reality, essence, truth (Macdonell, 1893, pp. 330-331), as well
as a truthful, pure, honest, good, and virtuous person (Monier-Williams et al., 1899, p. 1135).

In the Vedas, satya refers to one of the most important human virtues: truthfulness in thought, speech, and action
(Tiwari, 2007, p. 87). In this regard, satya is linked with rta (Rta), which signifies both cosmic law and the order or
rule of sacred injunctions (*dharma*) (Hindery, 1996, p. 52). In the Early Buddhist tradition, this term also appears
with great frequency, primarily referring to the Four Noble Truths (catvary aryasatyani). In Mahayana sitras, the
doctrine of the Two Truths was a subject of discussion. The Pitapitrasamagama-sitra states that the Buddha attained
perfect enlightenment because he fully comprehended the meaning of the two truths, namely conventional truth.
Similarly, the Samadhiraja-siitra reads that the Buddha was the first to introduce this doctrine and is therefore
considered the founder of this theory (See: Thakchoe, 2024, intro) According to the thinkers of the Sautrantika school,
that which is directly perceived, is ultimate reality. In contrast, that which is understood not through direct perception
but through general categories and is common to various objects is a relative and secondary truth. But Nagarjuna,
based on the doctrines of §tinyata (emptiness) and dependent origination, posits the world as it appears to conventional
understanding as conventional reality/truth. He considers the world insofar as it lacks independent, intrinsic natures—
that is, the world insofar as it is characterized by $tnyata—as ultimate reality/truth. It should be noted, however, that
this very distinction is meaningful only at the level of conventional truth.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Two Truths (Devasatya), which introduces a distinction between conventional truth and ultimate
truth, has been a subject of focus in many Buddhist philosophical schools, giving rise to various interpretations.
Elucidating its origins and evolution is of significant importance. Research indicates that this doctrine does not have
an explicit manifestation in the Pali canon, and its initial formulations should be sought within the exegetical schools
of the Abhidharma. The term satya itself had numerous frequencies in Vedic and Upanishadic Hinduism, taking on
multiple epistemological, practical, ontological, theological, and soteriological dimensions. However, its entry into
Buddhist teachings was accompanied by the elimination of its theological aspect. This very background influenced the
formation of the content of the Two Truths doctrine. Furthermore, the various levels of paths to well-being (sukha) in
Hinduism, as well as the hermeneutical levels of the Buddha's words, can be considered primary precursors to the
formation of the Two Truths doctrine.
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This doctrine first became associated, among Theravadin commentators of the Abhidharma texts, with the issue of the
fundamental constitutive elements (dharmas) of existents. Subsequently, thinkers of the Sarvastivada school
considered this same combination and, based on the two concepts of composition (samskrta) and simplicity
(asamskrta), categorized the levels of reality/truth. That which is conceptually or objectively composite and analyzable
into parts and elements belongs to the level of conventional reality. That which is ultimately, conceptually or
objectively, not analyzable into anything prior to itself is ultimate reality/truth. Thinkers of the Sautrantika school
strengthened the subjective aspect of this division. In line with their representationalist view, they categorized the two
truths based on the immediacy or mediacy of perception. That which is presented to perception in its particularity and
immediacy is ultimate truth. In contrast, that which becomes an object of attention through the mediation of general
concepts and words is conventional or transactional reality. Nagarjuna, the Madhyamaka philosopher, takes a position
against all these interpretations. Based on the doctrine of §iinyata (emptiness) and dependent origination, while
accepting and considering the Two Truths doctrine as fundamental, he posits the world as it appears to conventional
understanding as conventional reality/truth. He considers the world insofar as it lacks independent, intrinsic natures—
that is, the world insofar as it is characterized by $tnyata—as ultimate reality/truth. He ultimately maintains that this
very distinction is meaningful only at the level of conventional truth and that it, like all other phenomena, lacks an
independent, intrinsic nature. From the perspective of Nagarjuna and classical Madhyamaka commentators, neither
the view of the Sarvastivada thinkers nor that of the Sautrantika school provided a correct understanding of the Two
Truths doctrine, as they failed to attain a correct comprehension of $iinyata.
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