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Introduction:

The present study examines the epistemic connection between the Perfect Human
(Insan-e Kamil) and true tawhid (monotheism) from the perspective of Raz-e
Shirazi. Raz-e Shirazi, a 13"/19™-century mystic, describes tawhid as light and as
the entrusted burden of the sublime Divine Guardianship, placed within the heart of
the Perfect Human —which is, in his view, an expansive and vast cosmos. This study
seeks to explore the manner in which true zawhid can be attained. The central
question is: How does Raz-e Shirazi explain the relationship between God Almighty
and the Perfect Human? In this study, by referring to both the poetic and prose works
of Raz-e Shirazi, we attempt to explain the way he presents his approach to the
knowledge of God.

Research Method:

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, using library resources to
explain Raz-e Shirazi's view of how one attains true tawhid.

Discussion:

Knowledge of God Almighty forms the essential foundation of Islam.Understanding
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the Perfect Human—who is another expression for the Muhammadan and Alavid presences and their purified
descendants—Iies on the path toward knowing God. These sacred figures occupy a central and exceptional position in
the discourse of theology, and numerous Qur’anic verses and narrations emphasize the significance of this station.
The Perfect Human is the complete mirror of the Divine Names and Attributes. He embodies the perfected realities of
the fourfold forms of monotheism, Tawhid-e Dhati (Tawhid of Essence), Tawhid-e Sifati (Tawhid of Attributes),
Tawhid-e Af‘ali (Tawhid of Acts), and Tawhid-e Athari (Tawhid of Manifestations). Only he can serve as the
manifestation of Tawhid-e Dhati and correspond to its highest spiritual rank of Walayah (guardianship).

Another key aspect of this study is the discussion of the epistemic connection between the Perfect Human and true
tawhid, meaning that knowing the Perfect Human leads to knowledge of God Almighty, and conversely, knowledge
of God is achieved through the Perfect Human. Therefore, the Perfect Human is the template of God Almighty, and
knowing God is not possible except through him.

This research also refers to the path of attaining true tawhid and the station of walayah, which can only be realized
through spiritual connection and attachment to the Perfect Human—an essential principle known as the “Principle of
Murabatah” (the principle of spiritual bonding).

Conclusion:

Raz-e Shirazi considers the Perfect Human to be the most comprehensive and complete manifestation of God
Almighty, as he is the locus of the Greatest Name of God and the mirror in which the lights of Divine Reality are
reflected. In his view, no being other than the Perfect Human is capable of manifesting such attributes, and for this
reason, he refers to the Perfect Human—who embodies the Divine Essence of Divinity and Oneness—as the “temples
of monotheism” (Hayakel-e Tawhid).

He believes that the highest degree of tawhid and walayah is the Absolute Divine Guardianship, which he expresses
with the term “H@” (He). Drawing upon Sirat al-Ikhlas, which encompasses all levels of monotheism— Tawhid-e
Dhati, Tawhid-e Sifati, Tawhid-e Af*ali, and Tawhid-e Athari— Raz-e Shirazi states that within the entire ummah
(Muslim community), only the Muhammadan and Alavid presences and their purified descendants truly encompass
and embody the perfected realities of these fourfold monotheisms. Consequently, only they can serve as manifestations
of Tawhid-e Dhati and correspond to its highest spiritual rank of Walayah. Because this monotheism is the locus of
Divine Essential Unity, the realm of divinity (Lahur), and the place where the Hidden Treasure becomes manifest—
exclusively within the inner reality of the Muhammadan and Alavid presences and their purified descendants.

Thus, according to Raz-e Shirazi, the manifestation of Tawhid-e Dhati is the spiritual master of love, the Divine Walt
(guardian)—the Perfect Human—who, in the era of prophethood, is the Muhammadan presence, and in the era of
walayah, the Alavid presence. These figures are the manifestations of Divine Tawhid and the guides of creation toward
God Almighty. Aside from these sacred figures, no being is nearer to or more knowing of the Divine Essence. The
other successors of these figures each articulate a single “word” of Tawhid-e Dhati, indicating their role as
manifestations of the Divine essence and attributes. Based on narrations found in Shi‘i sources, he holds that knowing
the Perfect Human is identical to knowing God Almighty, and knowledge of that sacred threshold is in turn equivalent
to knowing the Perfect Human. Through the Perfect Human, God is known and worshipped. Therefore, the Perfect
Human is the divine template, and knowledge of God is not attainable except through him. He further states that tawhid
is only attained through spiritual bonding and connection with the Divine Walir, who is the manifestation of the light
of Tawhid-e Dhati —what he calls the “Principle of Murabatah.”
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