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Introduction

The concept of “guidance” is one of the most fundamental notions in religious and
mystical texts, playing a central role in explaining the path of human spiritual
development. In different religious traditions, this concept is presented both as a
means of connecting with transcendent truth and as a framework for organizing the
ethical and spiritual life of human beings. In the Qur’an, guidance is divided into
two main dimensions, existential (takwini) and legislative (tashri‘l), and is
interpreted as a dynamic interaction between divine revelation, human reason, and
moral agency in the process of human perfection (Tabataba't, 2014, vol. 1, p. 223).
Islamic mysticism, while accepting these Qur’anic foundations, analyzes guidance
at an inward and experiential level and considers it the result of spiritual wayfaring,
divine love, and heavenly attraction, through which the seeker passes from the stages
of knowledge to the station of annihilation and subsistence in God (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1991,
p. 148; Khwaja ‘Abdullah Ansari, 2005, p. 35).

In other religious traditions, guidance is associated with concepts such as divine law
in Judaism, divine grace in Christianity, and liberation from the cycle of ignorance
and suffering in Eastern religions. For example, in Christianity, guidance is
emphasized more in terms of faith and the reception of divine grace through Christ
rather than human action (Augustine, 2001, p. 123), while in Hinduism and
Buddhism, guidance is interpreted as an inward process based on self-purification,
meditation, and intuitive awareness (Radhakrishnan, 1992, p. 112).
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The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative examination of the concept of guidance in the Qur’an, Islamic
mysticism, and major religious traditions, with particular attention to Christianity, Judaism, and Eastern religions. This
research seeks to answer the following questions: How is the concept of guidance in the Qur’an defined in terms of its
dimensions and levels? What role do spiritual wayfaring, intuition, and divine love play in the realization of guidance
in Islamic mysticism? And what are the main similarities and differences between Islamic conceptions of guidance
and those of other religions in terms of origin, process, and ultimate goal?

Methodology

This study is theoretical in purpose and descriptive-analytical in method, employing a comparative approach. Data
were collected through library-based research, using primary Qur’anic, exegetical, and mystical sources within the
Islamic tradition, as well as Jewish and Christian scriptures and authoritative texts from Eastern religious traditions.
In the first stage, key concepts related to guidance in each religious tradition were identified and categorized.
Subsequently, elements such as the source of guidance, the means of its realization, the role of revelation, reason, and
mystical experience, the place of human agency, and the ultimate purpose of guidance were analyzed.

The analytical process was based on a close reading of primary texts, conceptual interpretation, and systematic
comparison of Qur’anic, mystical, and religious perspectives. The works of major exegetes and thinkers such as
Tabataba’1, Ibn ‘Arabi, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, as well as Jewish and Christian theological sources, were employed to
enable a structured comparison of different approaches to guidance. Data analysis was qualitative and grounded in
theoretical inference drawn from authoritative texts and conceptual frameworks.

Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that guidance in the Qur’an is a multilayered and dynamic concept that extends
from general existential guidance, which encompasses the innate and ontological guidance of all beings, to specific
legislative guidance and divine assistance granted in response to human faith and striving (Tabataba’1, 2014, vol. 1, p.
233). While emphasizing revelation as the primary source of guidance, the Qur’an highlights the role of reason and
human free will in accepting or rejecting this path, presenting guidance as an interactive process between divine will
and human effort.

In Islamic mysticism, this concept transcends the normative level and becomes an experiential and existential
transformation. Guidance in this tradition is not merely theoretical instruction but an inward change realized through
divine love, spiritual attraction, and progression through the stations of the spiritual path. Ibn ‘Arabi describes guidance
as a light attained through inner vision that leads the seeker to the truth of both the self and existence (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1991,
p. 102). In this framework, the stages of seeking, wayfaring, and annihilation are considered the principal levels of
mystical guidance.

In Judaism, guidance is primarily defined through adherence to divine law and obedience to God’s commandments.
The Torah and the Talmud provide a legal-ethical framework for guiding both the individual and the community,
viewing compliance with the law as the central condition for maintaining the covenant with God. In contrast,
Christianity, especially in Augustinian theology, interprets guidance and salvation mainly in terms of divine grace and
faith in Christ (Augustine, 2001, p. 123).

Eastern traditions such as Hinduism and Buddhism conceptualize guidance as an inward and experience-based process
achieved through dharma, karma, meditation, and adherence to the Eightfold Path, leading to liberation from ignorance
and suffering (Radhakrishnan, 1992, p. 97). In these traditions, the role of spiritual teachers or gurus and the exemplary
figure of the Buddha is emphasized, with primary focus placed on self-purification and intuitive awareness.

A comparative analysis of these perspectives demonstrates that although the ultimate aim of guidance across all
traditions is some form of perfection or liberation, their methodological foundations differ: the Qur’an stresses the
interaction of revelation, reason, and human agency; Islamic mysticism emphasizes experiential knowledge and divine
love; Judaism focuses on law; Christianity on grace and faith; and Eastern traditions on meditation and inner awareness.
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Conclusion

The results of this study show that guidance, in all religious traditions, is a foundational concept for explaining the
spiritual path of human beings and their relationship with transcendent truth. In the monotheistic religions, guidance
is largely grounded in revelation, divine law, and the teachings of prophets, creating both ethical and social
responsibility for individuals. In contrast, Eastern religions interpret guidance primarily in terms of self-knowledge,
inner purification, and experiential realization.

Islamic mysticism occupies an intermediate and integrative position between these two approaches: on the one hand,
it is rooted in revelation and divine law, and on the other, it achieves inward guidance through spiritual wayfaring,
intuition, and divine attraction. This synthesis renders Islamic mysticism a distinctive model among religious
traditions. Ultimately, this study demonstrates that a comparative analysis of guidance can provide a theoretical
foundation for interreligious dialogue and a deeper understanding of the diverse spiritual paths through which humanity
seeks meaning, perfection, and ultimate reality.
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