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Introduction

One of the divine attributes that all religions and all Islamic sects believe in is the
attribute of divine power. The Holy Quran has also explicitly mentioned this
attribute for God in numerous verses. In addition, the Holy Quran explicitly declares
that God has the power to do everything. Muslim philosophers and theologians also
believe that God has no shortcomings and it should not be thought that God is
incapable of doing anything.

However, at different times, the question has been raised whether God can create a
being like Himself? Or whether God can collapse the universe (or the earth and the
sky) into a small body? At first, it may come to mind that such a thing is possible
for God; because God has the power to do anything, and if we say that God is not
capable of such a thing, we have considered Him incapable. But on the other hand,
our reason does not allow us to accept that a large body can collapse into a small
body.

When we follow this issue in the Shia and Sunni traditions, we find narrations that
are more or less inconsistent with each other. Some of them, like the rule of reason,
distance any kind of impotence from God and do not consider the non-creation of
impossible things to be due to God's impotence, but rather to the fact that those
things are not capable of being created. On the other hand, we also find narrations
in Shia and Sunni sources that say that God has the power to do impossible things.
The two groups of narrations mentioned above can be examined in different ways.
In one examination, one can consider narrations that contain both answers.
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The correct answer is given by the Prophet, the wise, the living man, and the incorrect answer is given by the
worshipper, the devil, and the dead. It seems that the correct answer is required by reason, prophecy, and life, and the
incorrect answer is given by those who are either ignorant or are based on deceiving people, or it is given by those who
should be considered as being among the dead.

Discussion

In a general view, it can be said: In these narrations, someone has asked whether God can do impossible things? The
meaning of impossible things is things that anyone who imagines them will say to himself that these things cannot be
created. But when someone asks whether God cannot create them either? In this case, it will be inconsistent with many
verses of the Quran that say that God has the power to do anything. However, in these narrations, wise people and
prophets say that the occurrence of these things is impossible, and one should not think that accepting this statement
is inconsistent with those verses of the Quran; rather, those verses say that God has the power to do anything that has
the possibility of coming into existence, but impossible things do not have this possibility, and only ignorant or
deceitful people think that it is possible to submerge large objects into small objects or to create a being like God.
However, wise people, guided by their reason, have come to the conclusion that neither impossible things can be
created nor can impotence be attributed to God. The prophets - in addition - have also reached such a conclusion with
divine guidance. Of course, if we see in a narration that a prophet has said that God has the power to do impossible
things, we must say that he meant something else or that the prophet wanted to block the way to the idea that God is
also incapable of doing some things. Perhaps this action of the prophets can be considered a matter of debate. A debate
that is not undesirable and can be used to save others from misguidance or to close the ground for people to get caught
in error and false beliefs. Of course, this action should not be considered the last action of the prophets; rather, it is
their first action against such doubts. In their next action, they will guide people towards the correct answer about
divine power and will show them that the failure to create impossible things is not due to God's inability; rather, those
things are not capable of being created.

Conclusion

An examination of the narrations leads us to the following conclusion:

First: The statement that “God can do impossible things” and the answer that “We do not know whether God can do
these things or not” cannot be an answer that rational people or divine prophets consider correct, and these answers
can lead a person out of faith.

Second: These answers are in conflict with both reason and the important and correct narrations in which it is stated
that impotence cannot be attributed to God, and the fact that impossible things do not occur is due to their lack of
ability, not due to any weakness in God.

Third: These narrations are usually not reliable in terms of chain of transmission and do not have a solid and acceptable
chain of transmission.

Fourth: Another way to resolve the problem of the above narrations is to say that these narrations do not seek to provide
a true and complete answer; rather, they may have been for the sake of argumentation rather than to block the way for
further deviations.
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