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Introduction

The concept of Farr(ah) was very important in ancient Iran and is frequently
mentioned in the Avesta and other Zoroastrian texts. Farr(ah) granted kings both
divine and social legitimacy, and God would appoint and guide them by bestowing
this Farr(ah) upon them. References to royal Farr(ah) were highly prominent in pre-
Islamic oral and written sources, and Iranian scholars after the advent of Islam
became familiar with this concept through access to some of these sources.
Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, the influential Iranian historian, Quranic exegete,
jurist, and theologian, was the first among Muslim scholars to refer to the Iranian
concept of Farr(ah). In his history, al-Tabari uses Arabic terms such as "baha™,
"ta'yid", "‘awn", "haybah", and "‘izz" to allude to the concept of Farr(ah) of ancient
Iranian kings. Al-Tabari regarded the kings of ancient Iran as chosen and appointed
by God, much like prophets, tasked with organizing and managing human and
worldly affairs. This Farr(ah) endowed kings with knowledge, wisdom, awareness,
prudence, truthfulness, justice, beauty, courage, and power. Until now, other
researchers have not studied the concept of Farr(ah) in al-Tabari's history. It can be
argued that al-Tabari introduced the ancient Iranian concept of Farr(ah) into Quranic
commentary in the form of the term Khalifa Allah (God's vicegerent) and
incorporated it into Islamic theology.
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Research methodology

The main context and foundation of the discussion and research is the Arabic text of al-Tabari's History. The primary
objective of this research is to develop a new understanding of the presence of certain ancient Iranian concepts, such
as Farr(ah), on the ideas of al-Tabari and their influence on the religious opinions of this great and influential Muslim
theologian. The required information and data for the research have been gathered from sources using library and
documentary research methods. In terms of purpose, this research is a fundamental study, and in terms of nature and
methodology, it is a descriptive content analysis research. The data have been processed, categorized, analyzed, and
interpreted using qualitative content analysis and narrative interpretation methods.

Discussion

One of the signs of possessing divine support and Farr(ah), for the Persian kings was the continuity of their monarchy,
which was unique among the descendants of Adam, and for this reason, they form the basis for measuring human
history. From al-Tabari's perspective, kings with divine Farr(ah), had the ability to defeat demons, were just, and played
a significant role in developing lands, building cities, digging rivers and moats, and creating various advancements in
human life. These advancements included the invention of agriculture, the use of wool, the production of various types
of fabric, the domestication of animals, the extraction of metals, the manufacture of weapons, the four-fold
classification of society, and the production of various herbal medicines. According to al-Tabari, a close relationship
existed between the ancient kings of Iran and the prophets of God. For example, it is said that Kayumars was Adam
himself; or he was probably the son of Adam and Eve; or perhaps he was the grandson of Noah, and God granted the
continuous line of kingship to Kayumars and his descendants due to the prayer of Noah (al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp.
18-19). Some have even suggested that Freydun was Noah, Dhul-Qarnayn, or Solomon. Regarding Kay-Kavus, it is
said that the demons obeyed him by the command of Solomon. The mother of Ardashir Bahman was a descendant of
Abraham, and his wife was from the lineage of David. God empowered 'Godarz,' the son of Ashkan, over the Israelites
for a second time following the killing of Yahya. During the reign of Shapur, the son of Ashkan, Jesus was born, and
the king sent gifts for him. Al-Tabari states that Jamshid had a very beautiful face and a large stature because he
possessed Farr(ah)(al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp. 174, 175, and 178), and as long as he (Jamshid) possessed the Farr(ah),
God had appointed angels to manage his affairs (al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, p. 176). Freydun was also very handsome
and large-bodied. He was the first person to take the title "Kay" (al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp. 211-213), which means
"the Pure" or "the Spiritual," denoting someone whose being is pure and connected to spiritual matters. Some also
believe that "Kay" means majesty and "Farr(ah)" and that when Freydun killed Zahhak, the Farr(ah), enveloped him
(al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp. 213 & 215). Al-Tabari says that the sign of the Farr(ah), was visible on the face of
Manuchehr (1967, Vol. 1, pp. 377 & 378). The signs of the Farr(ah), of Siavash, son of Kay-Kavus, were the radiance
and beauty of his countenance, his intellect, his courage, and his complete physical power (al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp.
504, 513, 505 & 506). Lohrasp was the King of Kings and possessed Farr(ah)(haybah). The word "Kay" in "Kay
Lohrasp" also refers to "Farr(ah)”, (al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp. 538, 540 & 541). Humayi, the daughter of Bahman,
also possessed Farr(ah)(baha’) (al-Tabari, 1967, Vol. 1, pp. 569 & 570).

Conclusion

In the narratives of al-Tabari, the kings of ancient Iran are appointed by God and are also connected to the prophets of
God. Regarding Kayumarth, it is said that he was either Adam or his son, or that he was Noah, and through Noah's
supplication, kingship was bestowed upon him and his descendants. Concerning Hushang, it is said that he was either
the son of Adam or a descendant of Noah. About Freydun, he states that he was either Noah, Dhul-Qarnayn, or
Solomon. On the other hand, Lohrasp assists the Prophet Jeremiah. Vishtasp appoints a member of the House of David
as the king of the Israelites in Babylon, and by his command, Jerusalem and the mosque are restored. Nebuchadnezzar
(Bakht al-Nasr), who was in the service of Vishtasp, is empowered over them to fulfill God's will in punishing the
Israelites. The mother of Ardashir Babakan was a descendant of Abraham, and his wife was also from the lineage of
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David. He too, to fulfill the divine will in chastising the Israelites, ordered the attack on Jerusalem. God empowered
'‘Gordarz,' the son of Ashkan, over the Israelites for a second time as a punishment for the killing of Yahya. Jesus is
born in Jerusalem during the reign of Shapur, the son of Ashkan, and the Persian king sends gifts to Jesus after his
birth. Just as the prophets of Israel were divine envoys and messengers, the ancient kings of Iran were also celestial
agents for governing and organizing the world. With the aid and assistance of the Farr(ah), they built the first structures
and cities, such as the cities of Susa, Babylon, Ray, Shapur, Zab, Kankdar, Balkh, Fasa, Abad Ardashir, Bahman
Ardashir, Estakhr, and Darabgerd. Furthermore, their diligence and possession of Farr(ah) led to progress and
innovations such as: the domestication of horses, dogs, and elephants; the use of animal skins and meat; horse breeding;
the use of wood from trees; the extraction of metals; the forging of iron tools; irrigation; the digging of moats, ganats,
and rivers; the establishment of agriculture and farming; the use of plant seeds; the creation of herbal medicines;
weaving fabric; writing and script; and the creation of social classes. These rulers, appointed by God, were obedient
to God, religious, just, of good character, and seekers of God's pleasure. God granted them the power to subdue and
defeat Iblis, demons, devils, and giants, to kill them, and to drive them away. Some of them were kings of the seven
climes, while others were guardians of the borders of the central clime of the world, Khwaniras, and Iranshahr. The
emphasis on personal characteristics such as facial beauty, physical, intellectual, and martial prowess stemmed from
their Farr(ah). The Arabic words "baha™, "ta'yid", " ‘awn", and "‘izz" all allude to the concept of Farr(ah).
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