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Introduction

As phenomenologists of religion have reminded us, the core of religion is the
"sacred" and the "wholly other," which is "irreducible" to any human category (Otto,
1380 [2001], chapters 1-5). Nevertheless, humanity has pondered this irreducible
sacred reality throughout history; hence, one may speak of a history of this human
intellectual engagement. Jacobsen has demonstrated how the external
transformations of Mesopotamia (political, social, economic, and so forth) gave rise
to the development and evolution of the theology of its peoples (Jacobsen, 1976,
chapters 2-4). Complementing Jacobsen's theory, one may argue that, apart from
external transformations, internal transformations (psychological and philosophical)
also play a fundamental role in the evolution of human religious thought. Indeed,
the dynamism and relevance of religious ideas depend on the living connection they
must establish with these transformations; otherwise, they will increasingly be
marginalized from the lives of believers.

An analytical-historical examination of Jewish religious thought is significant in two
respects: first, it demonstrates how external and internal transformations reshaped
Jewish religious ideas; second, it traces the evolution of five foundational doctrines
of this religion—the presence or absence of God, traditional theodicies, the concept
of the divine covenant, the meaning and purpose of history, and the strategies for
preserving faith—in response to these very historical transformations. The central
concern of this study is to examine the dynamic and dialectical interaction between
Jewish religious thought, on the one hand, and the changing political, social, and
intellectual contexts that this people encountered throughout their history up to the
threshold of the Holocaust, on the other.
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This article seeks to answer the fundamental question of how and to what extent external transformations

(pertaining to environment and society) and internal transformations (pertaining to inner experiences and perspectives)
have led to rethinking, adaptation, and at times profound transformations in the teachings, concepts, and religious
beliefs of Judaism. In other words, this study endeavors to show the extent to which Jewish religious thought has
exhibited dynamism and a capacity for adaptation to the exigencies of its time.

Research methodology

The present study is qualitative in nature and falls within the category of historical-analytical research. The method
employed is the analytical-historical examination of texts, in which the researcher, drawing on both primary and
secondary sources, reconstructs the evolution of Jewish religious thought against the backdrop of political and social
transformations. The theoretical framework governing the study is a socio-political approach, whose fundamental
premise is that religious ideas do not emerge in a vacuum but rather flourish through a dialectical interaction with
external conditions (political, social, and economic) and internal conditions (psychological and philosophical). This
theoretical framework is inspired by Jacobsen's theory concerning the impact of external transformations on
Mesopotamian theology, which has been expanded in the present study with the addition of internal transformations
(Jacobsen, 1976). The process of data analysis proceeds as follows: first, the political and social events of each period
are identified and described. Then, the transformations occurring in the religious thought of that same period—
particularly with respect to the five central doctrines of the presence/absence of God, theodicies, the divine covenant,
the meaning of history, and the strategies for preserving faith—are extracted and analyzed. Finally, the relationship
between these two levels (external-internal transformations and theological transformations) is explained dialectically.
Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that Jewish religious thought has, throughout its history, stood in a dialectical
relationship with external and internal transformations, and that this dynamic interaction has given rise to repeated
rethinking of its central doctrines. An examination of the five foundational doctrines of this religion clearly
demonstrates that none has remained fixed over time.

With regard to the presence or absence of God, the understanding of God's tangible and localized manifestations
evolved toward a more symbolic conception grounded in law and community. Following the destruction of the Second
Temple, the concept of the Shekhinah moved to the center of attention, and in the Middle Ages, Maimonides, by
distinguishing God's transcendent essence from His manifestations, established a balance between faith grounded in
Scripture and the philosophy grounded in reason that was prevalent in that era (Cohn-Sherbok, 2017, p. 357).

Over time, the biblical responses to the problem of theodicy were supplemented by later views. Maimonides defined
evil as a privation, while Jewish mystics offered mythological-cosmic explanations. This shift from justifying evil as
retribution for sin toward philosophical and mystical explanations reflects the ongoing endeavor of Jewish thinkers to
reconcile the problem of evil with the changing intellectual contexts of their time (Cohn-Sherbok, 2017, pp. 391-392).
In the domain of the divine covenant, the transition from the unilateral Abrahamic covenant to the bilateral and
conditional Sinaitic covenant was a response to the political and social needs of the Israelite community. In the modern
era, too, the concept of the ""chosen people™ was reinterpreted as a "universal mission" of the Jews (Mendenhall, 1954,
pp. 62-63, 71). In the domain of the meaning and purpose of history, likewise, Jewish thinkers have consistently sought
to discern a divine meaning in historical events and to interpret history as a path toward final redemption.

Finally, one must answer the important question of how Jews preserved their faith through the course of events. The
answer may be sought in three principal mechanisms: the reinterpretation of sacred texts, institutional flexibility, and
spiritual renewal. These mechanisms enabled Jewish thinkers to reinterpret their religious teachings in response to the
transformations of their time (Frank & Goldish, 2008, pp. 24, 11-13).
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Conclusion

By tracing the evolution of Jewish religious thought from the age of the Patriarchs to the eve of the Holocaust, the
present study answers the fundamental question of how and to what extent external and internal transformations have
led to rethinking, adaptation, and at times profound transformations in the teachings, concepts, and religious beliefs of
Judaism. The findings indicate that Judaism possesses a considerable capacity for creatively confronting historical
transformations and reinterpreting its doctrines.

This dynamism is observable across all historical periods: from the crystallization of the earliest understandings of the
personal covenant in the age of the Patriarchs, to its elevation to a national and bilateral level in the Sinaitic experience;
from the ritual centralization and theology of presence in the First Temple, to the decentralization of the Temple and
the emergence of the sacred text as the center of gravity after the Babylonian exile; from the rise of diverse sects in
encounter with Hellenism, to the formation of Rabbinic Judaism through the compilation of the Mishnah and the
Talmud; from complex interactions with philosophy and theology in the Middle Ages, to the confrontation with the
Renaissance, the Reformation, the Enlightenment, and modernity. Throughout all these periods, Jewish religious
thought has undergone profound and at times foundational transformations.

This religious tradition has consistently stood in continuous dialogue with history and has recreated itself in response
to the exigencies of each era. The three principal mechanisms of this adaptability—the reinterpretation of sacred texts,
institutional flexibility, and spiritual renewal—clearly demonstrate that the preservation of faith in the Jewish tradition
has been a dynamic and multifaceted process, rather than the passive acceptance of fixed doctrines.
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2. Dass Jesus Christus ein geborener Jude sei
3. Von den Juden und ihren Liigen

4. Elijah ben Asher Halevi

5. Azariah de' Rossi

6. Galut

7. Am Yisrael

8. Isaac ben Abraham of Troki
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2. Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook

3. Agudat Yisrael (International Haredi Jewish organization)
4. Yitzchak Yaakov Reines

5. Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum

6. Neturei Karta



VP Qg oyl s 0,50 ¢ rinksi 5liye 5 5bof Slallls Y7

CalSglgn 5l Gy gt (st Aol 5 9700 slacjgal ¥
oy 3l 300 (23 4l (630,058 5 Pyl Vg S bghas 5 g
T e 55k g skl e S et SS a4y i cnl et Slo i o (leiz ko L
0 pothe dodns3g8 5 b alines dud Sl b jpas (m) (23 ool (5597m 9 (ks 0]
6 Bro o cpl Bus oS oo oy | (Oloul Lais (sla S, 5 i )b Sguaiie 5 Line o oY
olii aS canl G o 50 ool 5 51,38 aSl e s oo jgel (ol € s w5l Juzeo (5 pgai®
5 <ol (95655 slao,gn Job 1o Wojeel onl cilides slul p auST o j i (o 455> A
4 w050l iy ol (F95,5 5 55k s 2y LU aisS oo i ol oniled 2SSy
Loyl ou coleaiio b agalae 10 d50n (oo alunl AgSs a5 ans (lis aiius g (soleail IS
Ol el BB oled a1 055 Bl codyl g s pdy Sl (obgy pas o slaes By
2 eloizh ol (sladine) 00 s b e Al (5590 SVl ¢ Juls
Lo dalys e 5 Zushs (i Sl G | st (528 4l S5 5 555 IS
o Cagl b I3 g5
Jle sl S o pgas 4 ) las IS8T Sldos a5 ol Slino g 51 Lo o uddocrles”
Ol 058 (355 9 0093 (BT s po 1y las wiedjad 5 gale j5d Yo VP A iz
Fooima) so—ton (Sl meltgl dene y0 baam g e deS (0 0 (izren iR o
aSLy 35 oo Sgione wiie (sl 4 LS 105 jgas @il (V) A (laliol fo/ YO Y'F
o his 5 as Mlos e slaply & e sillas 00,5 oo ol o litie i Sl JB s o8
SSaT 1y 05 08 lalcsol sl Jlo (g1 p) o ks é llasd o a5 il 590 (slagy e
50 0594 s Dl jzmae g laailis 3 b 5l jeas> (Mooney, 1969: 113-114) ;L. .
J ol LA YA DA (lolis ol sl S5 o Jle 51) 995 (oo 9l oyl pols slaliv I
L) Yol yma? 1S o 0,La ] bl g Gl b las Al 5l 6,500 A & wkdocliS

32:.:.’2.3)& M‘uimo‘s_wyojp Q.;.l.\ Q&..:L_.wyd.a |) S¢> 5y ‘S»Lo):wl» (o & >

1. God’s Pseudonyms
2. Hester Panim
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1. Mordecai Kaplan
2. Reconstructionist Judaism
3. Humanistic values
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