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This research examines a pictorial rug from the Qajar period, housed in the
Iran Carpet Museum, which was previously interpreted as depicting scenes
from a zurkhaneh (traditional Iranian gymnasium) and a hammam (public
bath), and associated with the Shahnameh. Through the analysis of verbal cues,
narrative structure, and pictorial comparison, it has been determined that this
rug represents narratives from the Naqqali Eskandarnameh (Alexander
Romance). Therefore, this research seeks to answer the question: How are the
narratives of the Naqqali Eskandarnameh reflected in the pictorial rug of the
Iran Carpet Museum, and what ideological meanings of "kingship" does it
reproduce in the Qajar context? The aim of the research is to analyze this rug
as a narrative pictorial text and to identify the semantic mechanisms of
Alexander's representation within it. Using a descriptive-analytical approach
and Panofsky's three-level method (pre-iconographical description,
iconographical analysis, and iconological interpretation), and through cross-
comparison with lithographic sources and related literary texts, the findings
indicate that this rug not only draws inspiration from the lithographic images
of the Eskandarnameh from 1273—-1274, but also presents a selective and
symbolic narrative of Alexander, in which his character is represented as a
simultaneous manifestation of legitimate kingship, mythical heroism, and
world-creating fertility. This combination is considered a cultural reproduction
of the concept of "king" in the Qajar period, where political, military, and
generative authority are integrated into a single symbol.
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Extended Abstract

During the Qajar era, coffechouses, as narrative public spaces, served as gathering places for the less
educated, illiterate, and even literate masses who listened to the stories of narrators. This oral-visual
space not only influenced literature and theater but also inspired visual artists: painters executed their
works in national, epic, and religious formats; and evidence suggests that carpet weaving was not
exempt from this influence. During this period, a movement emerged in carpet weaving art, known
today as "Farangi-ma'abi" (Europeanization) or "narrative illustration"; a movement in which carpets
titled "Pardeh-nama" (curtain-picture) or "Tasviri" (pictorial) were produced — works in which humans
appeared not as secondary decorative elements, but as the central axis of the narrative and the primary
bearer of meaning. In many of these carpets — like the curtains of coffeehouses — the names of
individuals were also mentioned alongside the images. In the studied carpet, verbal signs are also
inscribed on the carpet's text alongside visual elements. Dadgar considers this Pardeh-nama carpet to
be derived from Shahnameh stories and attributes its inspiration to the presence of narrators in
coffeehouses and paintings inspired by various narratives in public spaces such as Zurkhanehs
(traditional Iranian gymnasiums) and bathhouses. However, the verbal signs present in the carpet —
which are directly placed alongside the images — do not refer to Shahnameh texts; rather, their content
precisely matches the images and narrative structure of the lithographic Iskandarnama Naqqali (1273—
1274 SH). This discrepancy between previous interpretations and internal textual evidence reveals the
necessity of a systematic re-reading of the work: not as a Shahnameh representation, but as a symbolic
reproduction of the Iskandarnama narrative in the Qajar context. Since the art of each period reflects
the specific ideas of that time, a precise reading of such works — especially in interaction with public
spaces and competing visual sources like lithography — is considered a key strategy for understanding
the historical, social, and ideological context of this period. This article seeks to answer the following
main question: How are the specific narratives of Iskandarnama Naqqali reflected in the pictorial carpet
of the Iran Carpet Museum, and what ideological meanings of "kingship" does it produce in the
cultural-political space of the Qajar period? Answering this question not only helps identify the true
narrative source of the work but also, with an iconological and text-centered approach, provides the
basis for understanding the semantic mechanisms of Alexander's representation in the carpet, which is
addressed in this research.

This research is conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes the iconological
analysis method. The case study is a pictorial carpet from the Qajar period housed in the Carpet
Museum. In this study, narratives, roles, and visual elements related to kingship are analyzed based on
the iconological approach. For analysis, the elements of the image, roles, and visual structures are
described and explained within the framework of Panofsky's three-stage model. Data is collected
through archival and library studies, including the examination of written sources, scientific articles,
and credible documents.

Based on the analysis and interpretation of the image in question, it is clearly observed that all three
main actions emphasized by Georges Dumézil are evident in its structure; in such a way that the king,
Alexander, is the comprehensive symbol of all three characteristics and roles in the social system. The
class perspective is clearly visible in this image, representing the social hierarchy and caste system
where each individual occupies their specific position. In the human figures in the carpet, three
fundamental concepts are depicted: first, the kingship of Alexander, who himself symbolizes a just
ruler and encompasses all characteristics of the class system; second, valor in Alexander's battle and
the presence of heroes, indicating their heroic and military status and their role in supporting the
monarchy and national security; and third, fertility, which is continued in the image by the presence of
Alexander's children and their intimacy with their wives, signifying both Alexander's fertility and the
continuation of his lineage through his children. The sword at Alexander's waist symbolizes his power
and authority, indicating that his rule encompasses both justice

This research, relying on the analysis of verbal signs, narrative structure, and visual comparisons,
shows that the pictorial carpet from the Qajar period preserved in the Iran Carpet Museum, contrary to
previous readings that largely considered it a representation of Zurkhaneh and bathhouse scenes and
related to the Shahnameh, in fact carries the narratives of Iskandarnama Naqqali. Consequently, the
carpet is understood as a "narrative pictorial text" in which meaning is produced not merely through the
display of scenes, but through the organization of signs and intra-pictorial textual references. The
answer to the research question—namely, how Iskandarnama Naqgqali is reflected and how the
ideological meanings of "kingship" are reproduced—now becomes clear: in the Qajar context,
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Alexander is not an isolated historical figure, but an allegory of a legitimate and functional monarch at
three levels: political power, defensive/military force, and the ability to fertilize social order.
Accordingly, the research findings, obtained through a descriptive-analytical method and Panofsky's
three-level model (phenomenological description, iconographic analysis, and iconological
interpretation), specify that the carpet simultaneously has two functions: on the one hand, it shows that
at the level of form and composition, it is inspired by the lithographic images of Iskandarnama 1273—
1274; and on the other hand, at the level of meaning, it presents a selective and symbolic narrative that

133 transforms Alexander into a "point of connection" for authority, valor, and the continuity of social
life.Therefore, this carpet is considered a cultural reproduction of the concept of "Shah" during the
Qajar period; a representation that integrates political and military authority with the
generative/sustaining potential of the world and society into a single symbol, and through this,
recreates the ideology of kingship in the language of imagery.

Intertextual Analysis of a Qajar Era Pictorial Rug Preserved in the Carpet Museum of Iran
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