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1-Multiple Criteria Decision Making
2-Benefit, Opportunity, Cost, Risk
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Introduction

Tourism is one of the most dynamic economic activities in the present era, which plays an important
role in the local sustainable development, and its development priority requires the recognition of
affecting and limiting factors of natural, economic, social and cultural each region. Moreover, these
areas areas reveal a special importance for tourists due to having a set of natural and historical
attractions. Accordingly, the main objective of the present study is the selection and prioritization of
tourism areas among the three areas "Banddareh-e-Birjand, Baghestan Abgarm Ferdows and Ghaen
tourism area" in South Khorasan province by using the ANP method.

Methods and Material

To obtain the appropriate results in the tourism areas, prioritization in South Khorasan province a
high level of ANP structure including subnet benefit, opportunity, cost and risk was used. In this
study, four strategic criteria of attraction and environmental constraints, tourism potentials,
infrastructure and economic potential of the region and social issues and the role and impact of
management were selected to determine the tourism area. Each of the strategic criteria includes a set
of sub-criteria that play an important role in weighting the subnet benefits, opportunity, cost and
danger



Results and Discussion

The results of the ANP analysis demonstrated that Baghestan Abgarm Ferdows, Banddareh-e-Birjand
and the Ghaen tourism area with having 0/59, 0/28, and 0/29 weights placed in the first to third
priority, respectively. Among the subnets, the benefit subnet with a weight of 0/33 possesses more
important as compared to the others. Furthermore, the strategic criterion of tourism potentials with an
equivalent weight of 0/51 manifests a higher priority in comparison with the other ones.

Conclusion

In recent years, the government has implemented a variety of programs for the economic
development of deprived areas, including the development of the tourism industry, which has played
an important role in promoting these areas. The selection of exemplary tourism areas and
consequently the focus of the tourism industry in these areas is important not only for tourism but
also for the environment. The present study, due to the inclusion of various historical and natural
criteria and sub-criteria, can pave the way for development of tourism industry and consequently the
economic dynamics of local communities in South Khorasan province.

Keywords: Decision Support System, Multiple Criteria Decision Making, South Khorasan, Tourism
industry, Tourism area.
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