3

University of
Sistun and Baluchestan

Studies in Comparative Religion and Mysticism

Online ISSN: 2676 - 5195

Khorasan Sufi's approach to work (Study on the life, sayings and works of
Bayazid Bastami, Abu Nasr Siraj Tousi, Abu Saeed Abul Khair and Abul

Fatemeh Noritazehkand !

Hasan Kharqani)

| Mahmood Sheikh 2" | Mohyeddin Ghanbari 3

1. PhD student, Department of Islamic Mysticism and Imam Khomeini's Thought, Faculty of Theology and Political Science and

Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.: Fatemeh.nori@srbiau.ac.ir

2. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor in Department of Religions and Gnosticism, faculty of Theaology and Islamic

Studies, University of Tehran, Iran. E-mail: Ma.sheikh@ut.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Mysticism, Neyshabur Branch, Islamic Azad University, Neyshabur, Iran.

.E-mail: Ghanbarim@iau-neyshabur.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received: 2 May 2024
Received in revised form:
15 June 2024

Accepted: 20 June 2024
Published online: 29 June
2024

Keywords:
sufism,
Khorasan school,
work

Objective: The book Risala Qashiriyya by Abdul Karim Hawazen Qashiri and the
book Thya Uloom al-Din Imam Muhammad Ghazali are two well-known works in
the science of mysticism and ethics. The treatise of Qashiriyya is one of the most
important books of mysticism, and the ehia Ulum al-Din is considered one of the
first works in the field of ethics. The authors of these works have explained and
described moral-mystical issues according to their approach to mysticism and ethics.
This issue can be clearly understood by comparing the text of these two books and
the definitions they provide of moral virtues and vices.

Methods: In this research, we try to compare and analyze the descriptions of these
two writers on topics such as the human soul, the goodness of nature, envy,
repentance and satisfaction, patience, and the similarities and differences in their
attitudes with the method of library study and in a comparative-descriptive manner.
to show that it arose from their belonging to the two approaches of mysticism and
ethics.
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Introduction

One of the most important currents of Sufism in the Islamic world and Iran is Khorasan Sufism,
which found its specific identity in the late third century while benefiting from Iraqi Sufism. The
purpose of this article is to describe the approach of Khorasan Sufis to work in this sense and to
recognize and analyze their spiritual attitudes towards this human phenomenon. Work in this
spiritual tradition had a different form from the Baghdad Sufis, emphasizing morality and reproach
more vividly and considering it as an ethical practice; based on this point, the authors have
examined the lives and statements of four great Khorasan Sufis: Bayazid Bastami, Abu Nasr Sarraj,
Abu al-Hasan Kharagani, and Abu Sa'id Abu al-Khayr on the subject of work and wealth
production and concluded that they did not value work for the purpose of personal comfort but
considered work aimed at the welfare and prosperity of others as a worthy act and a moral principle.
Research Method

This research was conducted through a qualitative analysis of the remaining works of four great
Khorasan Sufis: Bayazid, Sarraj, Kharagani, and Abu Sa'id Abu al-Khayr using a descriptive-
comparative method. These four Sufis were selected because most sources related to the third to
fifth centuries are filled with their sayings about work and contain more information about this
issue. Among them, Bayazid Bastami's thought on earning, especially in Sufism that emerged after
him and was influenced by his views, has had a special place. It can be admitted that work and
earning had a high status for an individual Sufi and life without work was not possible for them.
Discussion and Analysis

The aim of this research is to discover the approach of Khorasan Sufism to work. In this section,
we will present our claims by providing evidence and arguments to confirm our two main claims.
The first claim is that among the people of Sufism were those who earned their living by manual
labor, and those who lived on vows and endowments due to their occupation with religious
practices and devotions. The second claim is that Khorasan Sufis respected serving others through
work but did not recommend working with the aim of producing wealth for oneself.
As we will show, working with an external purpose was highly valued by Khorasan Sufis due to
its fundamental virtue of service. The reason for the value of work aimed at serving others is that
uch work is not self-serving for the spiritual seeker. The purpose of human beings in engaging in
work is to create comfort and prosperity for themselves while Sufism fundamentally opposes
fulfilling the desires of the self. Naturally, work pursued for such a purpose was not favored by
them.

Conclusion

In this study, by examining the qualitative analysis of the remaining works of four great Khorasan
Sufis, namely Bayazid, Sarraj, Kharagani, and Abu Sa'id Abu al-Khayr, we have shown that there
are four different approaches to work for an early Khorasan Sufi: (1) working with the intention of
creating comfort and prosperity for oneself which is illegitimate and does not align with any of
their theoretical or practical standards; (2) working with the intention of earning a lawful livelihood
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and eating from one's labor without conflicting with the doctrine of trust; (3) being a full-

time Sufi, withdrawing from work, secluding oneself, living on vows and spiritual openings; and

(4) working with the aim of creating prosperity for others, which was considered a valuable act of

service in Sufism. In this approach, not only is there no attention to the desires of the self, but a

form of opposition to the self can also be found, which is based on the virtue of sacrifice. It is

certain that if a seeker sits in seclusion and does not work, they will face less dissatisfaction from
the desires of the self than if they endure the suffering of work but do not benefit from it.
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