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Global scholars assert that mysticism profoundly influences the development of
individuals pursuing perfection and is unmatched by any other field of knowledge.
Furthermore, poetry inherently possesses a positive effect on human souls; thus, the
influence wielded by mystical poets surpasses that of their contemporaries,
necessitating a thorough examination of their works. Azad Belgrami stands out as a
significant Persian poet from 12th AH India, renowned for his extensive
contributions to both Persian and Arabic literature. A detailed analysis of his oeuvre
reveals his remarkable eloquence and artistry; however, regrettably, his
contributions have not received adequate scholarly attention. This gap motivated the
authors to delve into Belgrami's ghazals to illuminate the presence of mystical
ideologies within his poetry. This research has been conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method. The findings indicate that themes related to mysticism recur
frequently throughout Belgrami's ghazals. Notable themes include self-sufficiency,
manifestation, the necessity of a Murshid (spiritual guide), honor, poverty,
annihilation, grace, and unity. In conveying mystical ideas, Belgrami emerges as an
accomplished mystic who articulates these elevated concepts with exceptional
nuance and precision. His linguistic style is characterized by simplicity and fluidity;
nevertheless, he effectively conveys mystical themes through vivid imagery and
diverse metaphors, reflecting his adeptness in poetic composition.
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Introduction

Sufism and mysticism have a longstanding relationship with Persian literature; this unbreakable bond becomes more
evident in the 5th century AH. With the entry of Sufi terminology and mystical themes into Persian literature, a new
literary movement emerged, one that advocated sublime mystical ideas and later led to the rise of great poets in the
realm of Persian literature. This movement resulted in the formation of a branch of literature known as “mystical

]

literature,” under which unparalleled literary and mystical works found an opportunity to flourish. The mutual
influence between mysticism and literature—and by extension, poetry—is evident. “Poetry, before its association with
Sufism, was a lifeless form” (No’mani, 1989: 111). The incorporation of mysticism into poetry elevated its essence,
and conversely, Sufi thought prior to its interaction with Persian poetry and literature was dry and devoid of delicacy.
It can be said that in its early stages, Persian poetry did not encompass many lofty human and epistemological concepts;
the qasida served to praise statesmen and courtiers, the mathnavi was often used to record events and royal battles, and
the ghazal was mostly confined to shallow expressions of earthly love. However, with the advent of mysticism,
literature—especially poetry—began to embody profound and noble themes. For “the essence of poetry, according to
the Sufis, was used to express spiritual ecstasies” (Zarrinkoub, 1990: 143).

Sufi ideas and mystical tendencies shaped the poetic identity of many poets, and it can be argued that if these ideas
were removed from their poetry, their acceptance and grandeur would significantly diminish. One such poet, whose
ghazals are largely composed of mystical concepts, is Mir Ghulam Ali Azad Belgrami. Azad Belgrami is a prominent
poet of the Indian style, with particular mastery in both Persian and Arabic prose and poetry. The authors of this study
aim to answer the following questions:

1. Can Azad Belgrami be considered a mystical poet?

2. What are the prevalent mystical themes in his ghazals?

3. Have his poems previously been analyzed from a mystical perspective?

Research Methodology

This research has been conducted using descriptive and analytical methods. First, after studying the ghazals of Azad
Belgrami, verses containing mystical concepts were extracted. These verses were then selected and categorized under
various mystical themes, and each category was subsequently explained and expanded upon. The mystical topics have
been arranged alphabetically, and their order does not imply any hierarchy or priority of importance.

Discussion

Mir Ghulam Ali Azad Belgrami (1116—1200 AH) was one of the renowned poets and notable biographers of the 12th
century AH in India. He was unmatched in the art of tazkira-writing during his time. His Arabic poetry was also
peerless, and he composed eloquent and articulate odes in praise of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), earning him the
title Hassan of Hind (Azad Belgrami, 2011: 5).

Azad Belgrami was a Hanafi by school and a follower of the Chishti Sufi order. He writes: “Al-Husayni by lineage,
Al-Wasiti by origin, Al-Belgrami by birth and upbringing, Hanafi by school, and Chishti by path...” (Azad Belgrami,
2014a: 412). “His poetry displays the intricacies, complexities, nuances, subtleties, and imaginative nature of the Indian
style” (Abbas, 2005: 334).

In his ghazals, Azad is a passionate poet who describes the beauty of the beloved and laments the pain of separation.
The beloved in his ghazals is sometimes earthly, sometimes transcendental; and occasionally, earthly and divine love
merge within a single ghazal. Elements of Sufism and mysticism are evident in Azad’s ghazals. He shows disdain for
the base material world and condemns it in his poetry. He is weary of hypocritical ascetics and harshly criticizes them.
Ethical themes such as contentment, humility, trust in God, and service to others are frequent in his work. At times, he
takes on the role of a moral adviser, guiding his audience toward righteous deeds and away from vices and moral
corruption. His ghazals sometimes evoke the style of Hafez; he despises the narrowness of the material world and the
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company of ignoble and ignorant people, finding peace in the corner of the tavern and, with a cup of mystical wine,
detaches himself from worldly ties.

As previously mentioned, Azad Belgrami was a follower of the Chishti Sufi order. This affiliation has filled his
ghazals with mystical themes to such an extent that it can be said that mysticism is one of the most prominent motifs
in his poetry.

Conclusion

Mysticism is one of the central themes and underlying messages in the ghazals of Azad Belgrami. His mystical thoughts
and beliefs are evident throughout his poetry. Concepts such as detachment (istighna), divine manifestation (tajalli),
the necessity of a spiritual guide (murshid), spiritual jealousy (ghayrat), poverty (faqr), annihilation (fana), divine grace
(lutf), and unity (wahdat) are among the recurring mystical motifs in his ghazals.

According to Azad Belgrami, the prerequisite for entering the path of mysticism is detachment and renunciation of
worldly attachments, as the world and its ties hinder the seeker’s spiritual perfection. Like other mystics, he believes
that God’s manifestations are present throughout existence, but only eyes endowed with truth can perceive them. He
likens existence to a multi-colored glass through which the colorless light of Truth appears in various hues.

Azad Belgrami considers the mystical journey perilous without the guidance of a spiritual mentor. He holds that
the journey, if undertaken without a guide, not only fails to reach its destination but leads to the seeker’s misguidance.
He is a jealous mystic whose jealousy does not allow him to form even the slightest attachment to anything other than
the true Beloved; he even disapproves of anyone but the true Beloved saying “amen” to his prayers.

In Azad’s view, divine beggars are superior to worldly princes. He takes pride in his spiritual poverty and prefers
the poverty granted by the true Beloved over worldly wealth and fame, believing that if a seeker realized the value of
the treasure of poverty, he would never pay attention to material attachments.

Like other mystics, Azad believes that permanence (baga) can only be achieved through annihilation (fana); the
seeker must obliterate worldly traits and physical attributes to attain perfection and behold the beauty of the true
Beloved.

He sees divine grace as universal and believes it is this grace that bestows worthiness upon human actions. A person
touched by divine grace can distinguish truth from falsehood and walk the path of salvation.

From Azad Belgrami’s perspective, although the manifestation of God permeates existence and all phenomena,
when the veils are lifted, it becomes evident that the only true and singular essence is God Almighty, and all else is but
illusion and reflection.

Azad transcends religious sectarianism and believes that, although the paths to ultimate truth may vary, the essential
point is that all these paths strive toward the same sacred essence.
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