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ABSTRACT

The study of resilience in riparian cities like Hamidiyeh, which are directly exposed to
the risk of river overflow, is vital due to the intensification of floods resulting from
urbanization and climate change. This research aims to enhance the city's capacity to
cope with and mitigate the negative impacts of flooding by conducting a flood risk
assessment in Hamidiyeh County. To this end, a novel framework was developed,
integrating a GIS-based Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) multi-criteria decision-
making model with an analysis of indicator collinearity, weight sensitivity analysis, and
multivariate correlation analysis. Within this approach, fifteen independent (non-
collinear) indicators were combined to identify potential areas of flood hazard,
vulnerability, and risk. The results indicate that over 25% of the total county area is
classified under high and very high flood hazard. Furthermore, 80% of Hamidiyeh City's
urban fabric falls into the medium to very high-risk zone. The flood hazard map
demonstrated high accuracy and reliability, with a ROC-AUC (Receiver Operating
Characteristic - Area Under Curve) exceeding 90% and MSE (Mean Squared Error) and
RMSE (Root Mean Square Error) values below 40%. The sensitivity analysis performed
in this study revealed the significant role of the indicators and provides a basis for future
research. This robust and validated model offers reliable results that contribute to
sustainable flood management, and its strategies are transferable to similar regions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Flooding, a devastating natural hazard, is causing increasing global damage, exacerbated by urbanization and
climate change. Flood risk assessment is essential for urban protection, yet current approaches are often not
comprehensive. Modern technologies such as remote sensing and GIS offer effective tools for flood risk
analysis. This study aims to evaluate flood risk in Hamidiyeh city, located in Khuzestan province, which is
vulnerable to flooding due to its proximity to the Karkheh River. The present research employs the Analytical
Hierarchy Process-Multi-Criteria Decision Making (AHP-MCDM) model, integrated with GIS and
incorporating sensitivity analysis techniques, to develop accurate flood hazard maps and identify vulnerable
areas in Hamidiyeh city. The ultimate objective of this research is to provide solutions for sustainable flood
management and the reduction of its negative impacts in this region and similar areas. Furthermore, this study
provides an overview of various flood risk assessment models and emphasizes the importance of sensitivity
analysis in enhancing the accuracy and reliability of these models.

Study Area

Hamidiyeh County (81,978 ha, 53,762 pop.), located in central Khuzestan, faces significant flood hazards.
Despite a low elevation of 20 meters, the primary cause is its peninsular location along the Karkheh River
(Iran’s third-largest river), which historically supported the city’s agriculture. This flood vulnerability is
intensified during rainy seasons by the river's extensive meandering and, crucially, by changes in land use near
the city. This research aims to comprehensively understand these flood risks within the Hamidiyeh area.

Material and Methods

The present research is applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. Data were
collected through library studies and questionnaires administered to 40 experts in fields pertinent to Hamidiyeh
city. Expert selection was conducted using a purposive sampling method, based on their specialization in the
topic of urban vulnerability to flooding. This study examined factors influencing flood risk, multicollinearity
testing, flood hazard map validation, and sensitivity analysis. Multicollinearity-free indicators were integrated
within GIS software, and quantitative thematic layers were classified using Jenks' natural breaks optimization
method. The research methodology was based on the Multi-Criteria Decision Making - Analytical Hierarchy
Process (MCDM-AHP) model.

Result and Discussion

Hamidiyeh city has experienced significant flood damage due to low urban resilience. To mitigate the impacts
of flooding, assessing resilient and vulnerable areas is essential, yet adequate measures appear to be lacking.
This research was conducted to map flood hazard zones in Hamidiyeh using the MCDM-AHP model and GIS,
aiming to establish a database for sustainable flood management. In this study, various topographic,
hydrological, environmental, demographic, and infrastructural factors were considered and weighted. The
results indicate that low elevation, flat slopes, and high drainage density signify very high flood hazard areas,
while demographic and infrastructural indices play a significant role in determining vulnerability. Although the
MCDM-AHP model may have limitations due to data constraints and criteria selection, sensitivity analysis was
employed to ensure the correlation between model input and output. Single-parameter sensitivity analysis and
map removal revealed minor changes in the sensitivity index. Model accuracy was validated using ROC-AUC,
MSE, and RMSE. This model provides accurate and reliable outputs and is recommended for future research in
flood-prone areas. Despite the high accuracy of MCDM-AHP, utilizing high-resolution datasets and other
MCDM and machine learning methods could yield improved results. By providing a precise assessment of
flood hazard zones, this research contributes to enhancing information and offering practical solutions for
sustainable flood management in Hamidiyeh.

Conclusion

This study was undertaken to map flood-prone areas (FRZ) within Hamidiyeh County, with a specific emphasis
on the flood vulnerability of Hamidiyeh City. The research employed the Geographic Information System-
Analytical Hierarchy Process (GIS-AHP) methodology, complemented by sensitivity analysis, to identify high-
risk and vulnerable zones. Key findings indicate that 10.57% of the region's total area is categorized as having
very high vulnerability, while 5.5% is classified as under very high flood risk. Elevation emerged as the most
significant determinant of flood hazard, whereas drainage density was found to be the least influential factor.
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Sensitivity analysis demonstrated that alterations in criteria weights and the removal of thematic maps can
influence the outcomes; nevertheless, the AHP model exhibited robust performance in identifying flood-prone
areas, achieving an accuracy exceeding 90%. Model validation, utilizing Receiver Operating Characteristic
Area Under the Curve (ROC-AUC), Mean Squared Error (MSE), and Root Mean Squared Error (RMSE)
indices, further substantiated its accuracy and reliability. Despite inherent limitations associated with the GIS-
AHP method and challenges pertaining to the selection of indicators and datasets, this research has yielded
valuable insights. These findings are poised to assist policymakers and stakeholders in the formulation of
sustainable flood management strategies and the mitigation of adverse impacts in the Hamidiyeh region and
analogous areas. The study's outcomes are of particular relevance for the development of resilient flood defense
infrastructure and the implementation of urban protection approaches. Furthermore, this research establishes a
robust framework for future investigations leveraging more advanced methodologies and exploring
multifaceted dimensions of comprehensive flood management within the region. Ultimately, this study
emphasizes the critical importance of precise flood risk assessment and its indispensable role in safeguarding
cities and communities against this devastating natural hazard.
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! Flood risk zone

2 Flood hazard zone

% Elevation

4 Slope

® Drainage density

® Distance from river

" Topographic Wetness Index
8 Land Use/ Land Cover
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® Aspect
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® Variance Inflation Factor

" Multi-Criteria Decision Making - Analytic Hierarchy Process
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